
AmeriCorps NCCC is a government-fundednational service program consisting of young 
adults, ages 18 to 24.  Their main areas of focus include, urban and rural development, 
infrastructure improvement, energy conservation, environmental stewardship and 
conservation, and natural and other disasters.  This AmeriCorps team worked with the 
WMU Landscape Services Natural Areas Program from May 19 to June 30, 2011.  

Listed from left to right: Back row: JaymieScott, Chicago, IL; KayleaBridwell, Vancouver, 
WA; NastassiaDonoho, Portland, OR; Kenya Johnson, Boca Ranton, FL; Middle: Dan Craig, 
Allen Park, MI; Kellie Olson, Portland, OR; Front: Jordan JimCoily, New Orleans, LA; Rico 
Hernandez, Austin, TX.
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Kazoo school students are presenting a researchproject on Japanese Knotweed in 
collaboration with researcher, Joe Dauer, from MSU.  Japanese Knotweed is a highly 
aggressive invasive species which is very problematic due to its ability to establish itself in 
riparian areas. It is a growing problem at KlienstuckPreserve as well as across the nation. 
Kazoo school, a neighbor to KleinstuckPreserve is looking at various methods of 
eradication of this species.
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NateFuller is the Conservation and Stewardship Director for the Southwest Michigan Land 
Conservancy. He came to KleinstuckPreserve to teach AmeriCorps how to properly plant 
native vegetation.
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AmeriCorps built a new trail to a bench overlooking the marsh at KleinstuckPreserve in 
order to direct visitorsand prevent trampling of native vegetation.  They used downed 
trees as a trail border.
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WƻǊŘŀƴ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳƳǇ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ  
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Mr. aŀƛƘƻŦŜǊΩǎ7th grade class from St. AugustineCathedral School adopted this area of 
KleinstuckPreserve.  With guidance from AmeriCorps, they learned proper ways to remove 
ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ²a¦Ωǎ CƛƴŎƘ tƭŀƴǘ 
Science Greenhouse.  They will continue to care for this area.
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Every year, the Natural AreastǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ά.LD t¦[[Φέ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ мллҌ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ 
we target the most problematic populations of garlic mustard at both Asylum Lake and 
KleinstucktǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ά.ƛƎ tǳƭƭέ ōȅ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ 
school student volunteer groups.
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This wasan area in KleinstuckPreserve in which invasive species garlic mustard had 
crowded out all other native vegetation and produced a monoculture. AmeriCorps pulled 
garlic mustard for a full day in this area.
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AmeriCorps madea huge difference in this area by removing the garlic mustard. It now 
resembles a healthier habitat, and there is room for native wildflowers to grow.
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This is a giant hole which was dug at Asylum Lake to use as a garlic mustard decomposition 
site.  Weare hoping to be more sustainable by experimenting with this method, rather 
than using garbage bags and sending the plant debris to a landfill.  
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The top left photo shows Rico Hernandez removing glossy buckthorn, an invasive,from 
!ǎȅƭǳƳ [ŀƪŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ²a¦Ωǎ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ŀǘ GoldsworthValley Pond 
where AmeriCorps removed Canada thistle, another invasive which was crowding out 
native vegetation around the pond.
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Two WMU students developed native landscaping plans for the WMU Gibbs House for 
EnvironmentalResearch and Education with the overall goal of making theyard more 
sustainable.  They wanted to reduce the use of resources and creation of waste, increase 
native flora and fauna biodiversity, and create an example of urban native landscaping. 
With the help of AmeriCorps they added native planting plots which increased food and 
habitat for native wildlife and minimized grass cover.
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Many of the trails at KleinstuckandAsylum Lake are severely eroded due to the shape of 
the landscape, human traffic, stormwaterflow, and other natural elements.  AmeriCorps 
used water bar techniques to repair and close the eroded trails.  As these water bars collect 
soil and debris, plants will colonize the area and prevent further erosion. 
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