


" Mlumni in the News

Marty (Miller) Burris (Sociology,/Criminal Justice) B.A. '77.

In April of 2009 Burris was hired to start a new program at
Rochester Institute of Technology called University Studies.

[t is a program for students who are undecided about their
major. In 1996 Marty completed an MBA from RIT in
Marketing.

Christopher Tremblay (Public Relations) B.A. '94;
(Organizational Communication) M.A. 99 is the
co-author of a one-act musical entitled, “FONTS!
A Type of Musical,” which premiered at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill in Canton, Mich.
in January. FONTS! is about the adventures of
several computer typefaces that find meaning in
their lives. “This show takes things from everyday life and
personifies them in a fun, creative and entertaining way,”

said Tremblay. “You'll never look at fonts the same way.”
Christopher also earned a post master’s certificate in
enrollment management and is a doctoral student in
educational leadership at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn. He currently serves as Director of Admissions and
Orientation at UM-Dearborn. For more information about the
show, visit http://fontsamusical.wordpress.com.

Sue Gee Cheng (Interpersonal Communication) '05
On the first day of the fall 09 semester, alumna Sue Gee
Cheng posted to our LinkedIn Alumni site that she still
remembers getting lost around campus, embarrassed by
walking into the wrong class, trying to find someone she knew
on campus, making new friends, and basically getting very very
excited going to school.

She also remembers one time when it took her more
than an hour looking for her own apartment. “I was lost.

Bill’s advice for current Students? Stay in school...get your degree at all costs. It will
prove to make the difference in your life. Push yourself at some point to see what you
are made of (work, volunteer, study), letting your social life lapse...take a semester
and just go all out...it will help build maturity and confidence.

William M. Rushcamp (History/English/Secondary

Education) B.A. '70; M.A. Counseling, '73.

Since graduation, Bill has taught history;
served as director of counseling for DeWitt
Public Schools for 30 years; and was rec-
ognized as Educator of the Year for DeWitt
Public Schools and as Educator of the Year
for five county Capitol Area Substance
Abuse Commission. Bill put together and
ran successful Student Assistance Program
for 15 years, heading up a region of 27
public school systems.

I walked to Drake Road and further down when I was just
living in Westbrooke! And when I got to Westbrooke, I didn’t
remember which block I was in! I ended up walking in to an
unknown apartment. Yes, that apartment was not locked and
no, I did not bring my address with me. I thought I knew and
mainly, | forgot about it. Oh man, I miss school.”

Richelle Mead (Comparative Religion) M.A. '01. Liberal arts degree
from University of Michigan; master’s in teaching degree from the
University of Washington. Richelle has authored three books of
late: “The Georgina Kincaid Series,” “The Dark Swan Series,”
and “The Vampire Academy Series,” for young readers. While
her wide-ranging education allowed her many options in terms
of a career, Mead said writing was something she had been
interested in all her life. Richelle is a graduate of Comstock
High School now living in Seattle. The film rights to her first
book, 2007’s “Succubus Blues,” have been picked up by Fox
TV. New books in each series are scheduled for release in 2010.

Laura Feffer (English) M.A. '08 is the recipient of the prestigious
Farmer Award from the Editor of English Journal, with a
circulation of over 30,000; the largest circulation academic
journal in the world. Laura’s essay about her students
engaging in ensemble theater, written with Allen Webb as an
independent study during her MATE program, was one of two
essays selected this year to be given this national award at the
secondary section of NCTE.

Bonnie Jo Campbell (English) M.F.A. 98, (Mathematics) B.A. '92;
(Mathematics) M.A. ‘95 is among the finalists for the National
Book Foundation’s “National Book Award” for her book,
American Salvage.

o Patrick W. Ziegler (Liberal Arts
]987-90) won an Emmy Award
as executive producer for the
children’s show “Come On
Over!” The show has won
11 other Emmys over the
years and two national Telly
Awards. Ziegler is a native of
Wyoming, Mich. He says his
professors at WMU helped
him overcome difficulties with
dyslexia and understand there
are different ways of learning.
After leaving WMU, he studied
at the National Shakespeare
Conservatory in New York City
and now lives in Chicago.



While attending WMU,
Emily took advantage of
many unique academic op-
portunities, including the study
abroad program held in Prague, Czech Republic.
Emily is especially grateful to Dr. Gwen Raaberg
of the Women's Studies Department and Dr. Jim
Butterfield of the Political Science Department for
their ongoing support and guidance well beyond
her years as a WMU undergraduate.

After graduation, Emily moved to Washing-
ton, D.C. to participate in the Public Leadership
Education Network’s (PLEN) Women and Public
Policy Internship Semester. She spent her summer
interning at Planned Parenthood Global Partners
(PPGP) and attending PLEN seminars that connect-
ed her with women leaders in Washington, D.C.
Shortly after completing her internship at PPGP,
Emily accepted a position as Program Assistant
at the Constitution Project, a bipartisan nonprofit
that works on controversial constitutional law and
legal issues.

In August of 2006, Emily returned to PLEN as
a fulltime staff member in the Program Coordina-
tor position. As Program Coordinator, Emily fur-
thered PLEN's mission to prepare the next genera-
tion of women leaders by planning and executing
PLEN's six annual leadership programs for women
college students, recruiting women speakers and

where she now manages all aspects of PLEN’s
programming while providing support for PLEN's
organizational development and administration.

o (harles Avison (Liberal Education: History; minor in Philosophy) B.A. ‘05

mentors and representing PLEN at events in the Frica Fi :

ca Finley, (right) B.A.
Washington, DC community. In 2008, Emily was (Journulisrz’{ (m?noz in English)
promoted to the position of Program Manager, 06 with Pre,sidenIJohn ﬂ

Dunn and friend at the WMU/
Michigan State foothall game
Alumni event in East Lansing.

Cara Mroczek (Public Policy and Environmental Studies) B.S. 02. 23

Mroczek is a trial attorney in the Environmental Enforcement
Section of the Environmental and Natural Resources Division of
the Department of Justice, one of the largest litigating sections

in the Department. Mroczek previously worked for the City of
Kalamazoo and the Fair Housing Center of Southwest Michigan
before she began law school at Michigan State University. She also
worked at the International Development Law Organization in
Rome, Italy. Upon graduation from MSU, Mroczek was accepted
into the Attorney General Honors Program at the US Department
of Justice. She continues to support WMU and regularly attends
alumni events in the Washington DC area. Says Mroczek,

“The experiences and educational opportunities [ had at WMU
and the Lee Honors College definitely inspired me to work in

this legal position where I am able to use my public policy and
environmental studies background, and actually see my progress
made in protecting the earth’s resources. I am honored to be
representing the United States and enforcing federal environmental

1

laws, and I am proud to be a Bronco!

Anthony Majewski, B.A. (Psychology) ‘00 has published a new
children’s book called “Dogs Move Too!” The book is written from
the point of view of his dog, Max. Part of the proceeds will go to
Leader Dogs for the Blind. Watch his video here: http://www.veoh.
com/browse/videos/ category/family/watch/v19230466YszqH2YF

While at Western, Charles
participated in an independent study
abroad which led him to the University
of Edinburgh, Scotland. Returning to
Edinburgh after graduating Western,
he lived for two years, working in real
estate as an assistant project manager
and playing (American) football for the
Edinburgh Wolves. It was while living
in Scotland that he became interested
in the publishing industry, in his own
words: “Scotland was such a beautiful
place, inspiring to say the least, it was a
fast paced life living in Edinburgh but
there was always plenty of time to think.

Edinburgh is a cultural Mecca and I had
many opportunities to talk with people
in the literary world. There is something
fascinating about being able to create
something beautiful, combining art and
the written word.”

Arriving back in Michigan he
began work on his first book; titled:
“Detroit City of Champions, The
Story of the Most Important Season
in Detroit Sports History,” chronicling
the story of 1935-1936 sports season
which witnessed the Detroit Tigers,
Lions and Red Wings winning their
first championships in the same season.

The book was an extension of his thesis
written during his senior year at WMU.
Finishing the book in late October
2008; Charles founded Diomedea
Publishing L.L.C. with “Detroit City

of Champions” being the first book
published.

“When I was looking into the
options of starting Diomedea,” he says,
“I knew it would be an uphill fight but
hopefully going through it will allow
me to carve a path for others. [ want
to create a publishing house that will
attract authors and artists of the same
spirit as myself.”
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Abigail Potter (Broadcast /Cable Production & English/
(reative WriTing) B.A.'99 is a digital archivist at the
Office of Strategic Initiatives of the Library of
Congress working on a national digital preservation

program and the Section 108 Study Group.
Previously, she was a digital projects librarian at

the University of Michigan Library where she
contributed to the pilot phase of the Google Library
digitization project. In publishing, she has led
projects in workflow, content reuse, and permissions at National
Public Radio Digital Media, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists,
and University of Michigan Press. Potter also holds an M.S.I. from
the University of Michigan School of Information.

Brad Wells (Public Relations, Journalism, Nonprofit Leadership minor) B.A. ‘05,
and Grand Rapids, Mich. native, relocated to Kiev, Ukraine five years ago.
Since then, Wells has been employed as an editor and political analyst
for Concorde Capital, a leading investment company in Kiev, Ukraine,
that provides a full range of brokerage, investment banking and asset
management services. It was founded in 2004.

Brad and his wife Iryna, a lifetime Ukrainian citizen, visited Grand
Rapids in January 2009 to share their firsthand perspectives of living
in the Ukraine and how it compared to life in the United States with
students at Dutton Christian Elementary School in Wyoming, Mich.

Ben Lando (Political Science, Public Policy) B.S. '05 is an

Irag-based journalist and media entrepreneur who
first became a reporter in Kalamazoo. After numerous
reporting trips abroad beginning in 2006, he
relocated to Baghdad in July 2009. As founder and
bureau chief of Iraq Oil Report, an online Iraq news
site which covers the Iraq story with an eye on the
country’s important oil sector, Ben is now the world’s leading

reporter on Iraq energy issues. He is also a freelance reporter in Iraq
for the Wall Street Journal, TIME, Platts and The Washington Times.

Ben spent the previous three years as reporter and then energy
editor at United Press International, based in Washington DC, and
has been published in The Jerusalem Post and World Politics Review.
His reporting has been included in testimony to Congress, and cited
in letters of members of congress to the U.S. Secretary of State.

He was active as a senator in the Western Student Association
and the Progressive Student Alliance. He spent two years as a
columnist at the Western Herald, and held numerous positions at
WMU’s student-run radio station 89.1 WIDR, including reporter,
anchor, news magazine host, news director and general manager.

To update YOUR information or achievements, please go to
www.wmich.edu/cas and click on Alumni Updates
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Zarinah El Amin Noeem

(Anthropology) M.A.08

During her
graduate work at
WMU, Zarinah was
assigned to work with
Dr. Kristina Wirtz on
a large community
project centered on
the exhibit, RACE: Are We So Different?
After graduating, she was appointed WMU'’s
coordinator for the RACE Exhibit through the
Office of Diversity and Inclusion. Her re-
sponsibilities include facilitating relationships
with community groups working to increase
and celebrate the diversity of the region, in
conjunction with the RACE: Are We so Differ-
ent exhibit coming to the Kalamazoo Valley
Museum in October 2010. Currently, there
are more than 65 organizations planning
events, workshops, performances, art pieces,
etc... all centered on the theme of improving
race relations in Kalamazoo.

In addition to her work with the Office of
Diversity and Inclusion, Zarinah uses public
anthropology to reveal and address contem-
porary issues facing Muslims in America.
Her debut book, “Jihad of the Soul: Single-
hood and the Search for Love in Muslim
America,” has received rave reviews both in
the academic sector and general community.
Dr. Carolyn Rouse

of Princeton Univer- .' Se Dilferent!
sity calls the book M CE
“A bold look at a .. AT

number of taboo sub-

jects... original, highly
engaging and extremely valuable.”

Zarinah also serves as the chief spiritual
officer of NIYAH, a creative social company
founded to advance cross-cultural under-
standing and build strong, spirit filled commu-
nities through a varied and vibrant program
of art, cultural and travel activities. She leads
workshops and programs on topics as varied
as African Headwrapping, to fulfilling our life
vision. Built on the ideals of social activism,
NIYAH recently worked with donors to raise
monies for water wells in Sierra Leone.

Of her degree, Zarinah says “My use
of a master’s degree is somewhat non-tradi-
tional but | wouldn’t have it any other way.
Academically, the research | conducted as a
student is proving to be extremely useful to
my target audience, the Muslim community,
and has cemented my role as a researcher.
Professionally, moving within a project from
a fellowship to a fulltime position at my alma
mater has been a pure blessing. | love the
work | do and feel privileged to have a role
in such a worthy endeavor.”
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IAJ0R EXCITEMENT

Find YOUR Fecture

Join us for
Major

Excitement

More than 1,000 students
visited 36 information stations
during the fourth annual Vajor
Excitement event, sponsored by
the College of Arts and Sci-
ences on Sept. 17, 2009. A
repeat of the event is planned
for Friday, Sept. 24, 2010
and YOU'RE INVITED.

The event provides
students with a great op-
portunity to explore as many
majors as they find interesting
with visiting alumni, faculty,
graduate students, advising
and more.

Visiting alumni help
students make personal con-
nections and get advice on
which courses and programs
are most valuable to their
chosen profession

Faculty, chairs and
graduate students meet with
upwards of 3,000 first-year
students during the event to
advise and share stories.

To RSVP for the Sept. 23
e Do event, or more for more infor-
Wl‘l- &fﬂ'“ : mation, call Dorilee Schieble,
AT CLU, ChFC, at (269) 387-

‘B 8 : 9 4399 or email to: dorilee.
schieble@wmich.edu
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Alumni of Distinction...Annual Alumni Achiev

ANTHROPOLOGY ... BRENT METZ
Brent Metz received a B.A. in Anthropology and Spanish from
WMU in 1986; an M.A. in Anthropology in 1989 from University

of Michigan; and his Ph.D. in 1995 from SUNY-Albany. As an assis-

tant professor of Anthropology at the University of Kansas, Metz's
interests lie in the study of the relationship between Ch’orti’ Maya
political economy and ethos in Guatemala. Metz has taught at
WMU, Central Connecticut State, Grinnell, and Temple and served
as the associate director of Latin American Studies at the University
of Kansas.

CHEMISTRY ...JAMES DABROWIAK

James Dabrowiak earned a Ph.D. in Chemistry from WMU
in 1970. As a professor of Chemisiry at Syracuse University,
Dabrowiak'’s focus is on synthesis and characterization of cobalt-
amino acid complexes. Dabrowiak completed his post-doctoral
research at The Ohio State University and his research interests
have focused on the interactions of metal with biologically im-
portant molecules. Most notable is his research on the action of
platinum-based anticancer drugs. His laboratory also pioneered
the development of quantitative footprinting analysis for studying
of sequence specificity of drugs interacting with DNA and RNA.

COMMUNICATION. . .JUDITH S. TRENT

Judith S. Trent graduated with a B.S. from WMU, and an M.A.
and Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. Her area of expertise is
in political communication and Trent serves as a professor of Com-
munication in the Department of Communication at University of
Cincinnati. Trent has authored, co-authored, or edited 23 books or
book chapters, 39 academic journal articles and made more than
200 presentations at state, regional, national, and international
communication conferences. She is best known for her coauthorship
of “Political Campaign Communication: Principles and Practices.”

COMPARATIVE RELIGION...J. REBECCA LYMAN

J. Rebecca Lyman received her B.A. (summa cum laude) in
Religion and History from WMU in 1976; an M.A. in Medieval and
Byzantine Studies from The Catholic University of America in 1979;
and her Ph.D. in Theology from the University of Oxford in 1983.
Lyman is the Samuel Garrett Professor of Church History (Emerita)
at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific, Berkeley, Calif., and
her interests are in religion and philosophy. Lyman is the author of
numerous articles and books, including “Christology and Cosmol-
ogy: Models of Divine Activity in Origen, Eusebius, and Athana-
sius,” “Early Christian Traditions,” and “The New Church’s Teach-
ing Series,” (1999). Lyman is an ordained Episcopalian priest.

EcoNoMmics. .. ALKETA HYSENBEGASI

Alketa Hysenbegasi obtained a B.S. in applied mathematics
from the University of Tirana, Albania; her diploma in Postgradu-
ate studies in applied economics from Institute for Advance studies
in Vienna, Austria; an M.S. in Applied Mathematics for Finance
from Baruch College of CUNY; an M.S. degree in Economics and a
Ph.D. in Applied Economics from WMU 2001. She currently serves
as managing director for quantitative risk management at the Bank
of New York Mellon. During her career, she has served as Citi-
group Bank senior analyst developing statistical models to support
marketing and risk management; and vice president and associa-
tion project manager for the bank as well.

ENGLISH. ..KARL R. SANDELIN

Karl R. Sandelin, a native of Helsinki, Finland received his
Bachelor’s degree in English with minors in German and Group
Science from WMU in 1950. He went on to complete a Master’s in
Teaching of Languages in 1953 from WMU. Sandelin retired from
Kalsec in 1988 where he was involved with international com-
merce. In 1958 he became vice president for production at Kalsec,
a local company that produces spice, herb, hop, and vegetable ex-
tracts for use in food, beverage and pharmaceutical applications.
In 1970 he assumed responsibility for International Operations,
overseeing a facility in Ethiopia.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND SPANISH...ROBERTO ZUNIGA

Robert Zuniga received his B.A. from WMU in 1989; studied
at University of Guadalajara, fall 1989; and graduated tied for top
of his class from the Kalamazoo Valley Community College Police
Academy. He currently serves as a lieutenant and public safety
officer for the Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety where he
utilizes his skills in Spanish/translation. During his career, Zuniga
has served as a public safety officer, undercover narcotics investi-
gator, hostage negotiator, background investigator, and recruiter.
He serves as a crisis intervention team officer, liaison with Hispanic
American Council of Kalamazoo, and interpreter for KDPS, and
has been honored with the Life Saving Award, Chief’s Award of
Excellence, and the Award of Merit.

GEOGRAPHY...STEVEN R. DEISLER

Steven R. Deisler earned his B.S. in Geography and Urban
Planning from WMU in 1979. He currently serves as vice president
of Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated; including the organiza-
tion’s real estate holdings, implementation of the Downtown Vision
Plan, and economic development projects. He also coordinates
business development functions and the downtown parking system.
His field of urban planning, urban design, and economic develop-
ment field project manager earned him the urban planning certi-
fication from the American Institute of Certified Planners in 1995.
He was employed with the City of Kalamazoo for 19 years in the
Economic Development and Planning Department.

GEOSCIENCES. .. ELIOT ATEKWANA

Eliot Atekwana obtained his B.S. in Geology from University of
Maryland in 1984; an M.S. in 1987 from Howard University; and
a Ph.D. from WMU in 1996. Atekwana’s work includes the applica-
tion of stable isotopes of carbon in understanding carbon flow,
groundwater contamination and stream water-groundwater
interaction down gradient of a landfill in Kalamazoo, Mich.
Since 2006, Atekwana has served as associate professor at the
Boone Pickens School of Geology, Oklahoma State University. He
taught in the WMU Department of Geosciences from 1997-1998).
Atekwana has received five National Science Foundation grants
and was awarded the 2008 Sterling Burks Award for Outstanding
Environmental Research at OSU.

History...RicHARD M. HUGHEY, SRr.

Richard M. Hughey, Sr. received a B.A. in History from WMU
in 1952, and his J.D. in 1957 from the University of Michigan.
He is the retired president and partner of the law firm of Dem-
ing, Hughey, Chapman, Richardson, and Bosch, PC. His expertise
includes estate planning and probate, corporate, real estate, and

continued on page 27
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foundation law. Hughey is an engaged alumnus of Western Michi-
gan University. He is a member of the WMU Foundation Board

of Trustees and the WMU Campaign for Excellence organizing
committee. He was a member of the Alumni Association Board of
Directors from 1974 to 1977, and he is a member of the President’s
Circle and a life member of the WMU Alumni Association.

MALLINSON INSTITUTE FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION...
SAM Y OVEFF

Sam Yoveff earned his B.A. in Science from WMU in 1965;
his Ph.D. in Science Education in 1972, and was a member of the
first group of graduate students enrolled in the Science Education
program at WMU. Yoveff retired as director of curriculum at the
Community Unit School District #100, Belvidere, Ill. He previously
served as a physical science instructor at Highland Park Community
College, Highland Park, Mich.; head of Science Department at
Belvidere High School; K-12 Science Coordinator; and Science/
Math Media Services Director.

MATHEMATICS. . .BRIAN L. GARMAN

Mendon, Mich. native Brian Garman completed his under-
graduate studies at Cornell University in 1967. Garman began his
graduate work at Western in 1971, which culminated in his Ph.D. in
Mathematics in 1976. In 1980, Garman accepted a position at the
University of Tampa where he currently serves as associate profes-
sor of mathematics. Garman developed an algorithm to manage
scheduling for the U.S. Tennis Association’s Boys 18-16 National
Championships, held each year in Kalamazoo. That solution
evolved into the Garman System, which is a computer system for
scheduling matches now used for all USTA matches, as stipulated
in their official rules.

PHiLosoPHY. .. KRISTIN DEKAM

Kristin DeKam earned her B.A. in 1991 from Michigan State
in social work and psychology and then spent three years teaching
at universities in the People’s Republic of China. After China, she
studied English and philosophy at Western, earning her M.A. in
Philosophy in 1999. She taught philosophy at Western and left the
position to teach at Kalamazoo Valley Community College. DeKam
now is a tenured professor at KYCC and teaches philosophy,
contemporary art, and world mythology. Presently, she is studying
Julia Kristeva’s semiotics in the context of evaluating the ability
of individuals to make meaning, individuals who suffered severe
trauma before learning how to speak.

PSYCHOLOGY...LESLIE BRAKSICK

Leslie Braksick obtained an M.A. in Industrial and
Organizational Psychology in 1987 from WMU and a
Ph.D. in Behavior Analysis in 1990 from WMU, making her
the youngest person in WMU history to earn a doctoral degree.
Braksick is an entrepreneur, CEO coach, consultant, author,
speaker, and board member on several boards. She is cofounder
of The Continuous Learning Group, Inc (1993), a global manage-
ment consultancy that uses behavioral solutions to address a com-
pany’s greatest needs and challenges. In 2002 she was recognized
as one of the top 50 women business leaders in Pennsylvania and
was named a Carlow College Woman of Spirit, and also was
named a Pittsburgh Pacesetter in Business in 2002.

Read the ful text at: wunsomich.edy/cas/alumni/awards

Atekwana

McKinney

STATISTICS. . .BARBARA MCKINNEY

Barbara McKinney earned her M.S. in Biostatistics from WMU
in 1979. Her studies focused primarily on statistics and mathematics.
After graduation, McKinney was offered the position of assistant
director of Modular Math at WMU, where she taught courses,
supervised graduate students teaching the courses, and assisted
with the development of the new course, Math 109. After serving as
assistant to the chair of the department, McKinney began working
on the implementation of WMU'’s online student information system,
Banner. McKinney has served as the Registrar at Western Michi-
gan University since fall 2004. She has been involved in MACRAO
(Michigan Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Of-
ficers), and other professional committees both on and off campus.
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Tatk Back 1o Us!

We love to keep in close touch with our alumni. What are you doing? Send us an email at cheri.bales@wmich.edu or fill this out
and return it to the College via one of the methods listed below. To learn more about us, please visit www.wmich.edu/cas

Name (maiden) married

Year of Graduation/Degree Earned/Major, Minor

Achievements and Accomplishments Since Graduation from WMU

Advice for Current Students?

Sending updates? Do you no longer wish to
receive this newsletter! Do you have comments or
concerns!

Contact Coordinator of Communications and
Events Cheri Bales, by e-mail at cheri.bales@
wmich.edu, fax at (269) 387-3999, or mail to:
Office of the Dean, College of Arts & Sciences,
Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI
49008-5308.

Online? Look us up!
www.wmich.edu/cas

Sciences Alumni

Search Groups: WMU College of Arts and Linked m

Dorilee Schieble or Cheri Bales

[ Search Groups: WMU College of Arts and Sciences :
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