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Frank Rewold graduated     
from Western Michigan 
University in 1980 with 
a BS in Construction 
Supervision Manage-
ment and a minor in en-
gineering. Today, he and 
his wife, Kathy have two 
children attending West-
ern Michigan University. 
Ashley is enrolled in the  
nursing     program   and 
Jason in business man-
agement. This brings 
them, and second son 
Sean, back to campus to 
visit and attend sporting 
events. Currently, Frank 
is working with the staff 
at WMU to promote the University throughout southeastern 
Michigan for recruiting future students and athletes. 
 
"Living at Valley 3 Fox Dorms gave me experiences of a life-
time on how to get along with people and be self-sufficient. I 
still keep in touch with many fellow students, and in fact, do 
business with several of them." 
 
"Although I didn't make varsity, I was on an intramural hockey 
team that won championships four semesters consecutively, 
which was a record. I was involved in intramural football, 
baseball, basketball, and water polo; refereed intramural 
hockey at Lawson Ice Rink and high school hockey at Wings 
Stadium. For three years I worked as a linesman in the CCHA 
for all home games at Western and also Ferris State." 
 
After graduation, Frank entered the workforce at an  entry 
level position in the company his grandfather established in 
1918, Frank Rewold and Son Inc. He went from field laborer, 
carpenter, field superintendent, estimator, to president in 1990. 
Third-generation, family-owned Frank Rewold and Son Inc. is 
one of the oldest contractors in the state of Michigan specializ-
ing in complex commercial construction and restoration of 
historical buildings. Frank Rewold graduated from Western 
Michigan University in 1980 with a BS in Construction Super-
vision Management and a minor in engineering. 
 

 
 
"Most of our work is from repeat business and referrals. Some 
recent projects: the north addition to the Palace of Auburn 
Hills, the addition and renovation of Oakland Hills Country 
Club, and the four-star Royal Park Hotel."      
 
The Rewold’s are major investors and oversee operations of the 
Rochester hotel, and it has been awarded the "M" Award by the 
Masonry Institute of Michigan. 
 
On October 16, Frank's father, Roy (CEO) was inducted into 
the 2008 Michigan Construction Hall of Fame at Ferris State. 
The company has been honored eight times by the American 
Institute of Architects, and three times by the Masonry Institute 
of Michigan. In 2007, Frank Rewold and Son Inc. had been 
named one of the "Cool Places To Work" in Crain's Detroit 
Business; for instance, the company has sponsored its own 
hockey team for the last 19 years. For more information about 
Frank Rewold and Son Inc., visit the website: 
www.frankrewold.com 
 
Frank is a member of several organizations, which are listed 
below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memberships: Rochester Rotary Club, Society of Marketing 
Professional Services, Oakland University Presidents Club, 
Oakland University Board of Resource and Development, 
Rochester Chamber of Commerce, Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce, Huntsman Hunt Club, Sporting Lands Alliance 
(president), Clinton River Greenspace Steering Committee, 
Construction Association of Michigan, Bank of Rochester Ad-
visory Board, Rochester College Board of Regents, City of 
Rochester Board of Appeals, Rochester Travel Hockey (head 
coach), US Green Building Council. 
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The 2009 Concrete Canoe Team with its canoe, 
The Black Pearl 

The Concrete Canoe Team at Western Michigan University 
placed third at the 2009 North Central Regional Conference-
Concrete Canoe Competition with “The Black Pearl.” This 
marks the fifth year the Team has competed in the competition 
and this is the Team’s highest placing. The 25-member team 
also took first place in the oral presentation, second in the tech-
nical paper, and third in the product display. The Team is spon-
sored by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) Stu-
dent Chapter. 
 
This year’s Team was lead by canoe veterans Paul Pagano and 
Bryce DeQuoy and was greatly assisted by Kim Warners and 
Mike Romkema. Pagano accredited much of this year’s success 
to a large number of freshmen and sophomores who helped the 
Team stay on task and will help improve the Team. 
 
Pagano said, “We wanted to emphasize the ability of concrete 
to be a green and decorative building material,” and they did 
that by creating a concrete with an overall recycled content of 
88 percent. The Team also used recycled biomedical waste 
glass as aggregate and sanded the canoe to 3000 grit which 
gave the canoe a finish that resembled granite. 
 
The Team competed against nine other schools from the re-
gion. Ohio Northern University placed first and Michigan 
Technological University place second. 
 
The Team would also like to thank their many sponsors and the 
College of Engineering and Applied Sciences for their gener-
ous support. For more information about the Team or Chapter, 
visit their website at; http://www.rso.wmich.edu/asce. 
 
ASCE student chapter will be hosting  the 2010 NCRC on 
April 2-4 in Kalamazoo, MI. More information about the Con-
ference may be found at http://www.rso.wmich.edu/

  
Dr. Xiaoyun Shao is a 
new professor in the 
Civil and Construction 
Engineering (CCE) 
Department.  She re-
ceived her Ph.D. in 
Structural Engineering 
in February 2007 from 
the University of Buf-
falo at New York.  She 
is from Shanghai, 
China and received her 
Bachelor and Master 
of Science Degrees 
from Tongji Univer-
sity, where she spe-
cialized in Structural 
Engineering in both 

degrees. 
 
Dr. Shao enjoys teaching because, “…your knowledge is con-
veyed to students.  They learn what you know and it’s a great 
feeling.”  Both of her parents are teachers, so she was always 
drawn to the profession.  Dr. Shao believes that one of the most 
important roles as a teacher and advisor is to keep her students' 
interest in their work at a level where they will continue to love 
what they do, whether they go on to work in industry or acade-
mia. She taught for one year before she came to Western 
Michigan University in the Fall Semester of 2008 and she 
really enjoys the new position as well as the state-of-the-art 
Engineering Campus. Dr. Shao is currently teaching the gradu-
ate course Pre-stressed Concrete Design. She hopes to continue 
teaching structural design courses in the future to graduate and 
undergraduate students.  She would like to develop new gradu-
ate level courses for the department as well. 
 
Dr. Shao’s research interests have focused on earthquake engi-
neering and large-scale structural experiment. “To understand 
the dynamic characteristics and improve the performance of 
structures under extreme events are essential” says Dr. Shao, 
“And the practical benefit will be the ability to enhance the 
resilience of the infrastructure facing more frequent natural and 
man-made disasters“. Due to the large scale and high complex-
ity of typical buildings, bridges, tunnels, and other civil struc-
tures, “The field presents fantastically challenging problems 
and is intensively interesting”, she says. Dr. Shao was awarded 
Western Michigan University funding on her research area, and 
she is also actively seeking external research funding as col-
laboration. 

 
Dr. Shao is an Associate Member of ASCE (American Society 
of Civil Engineers) and a member of NEES (Network for 
Earthquake Engineering Simulation).  
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 Congratulations to team members Paulette BeVier, Megan 
Montgomery, Frank Rodriguez,  and Evan Selahowski, with 
their faculty mentor Dr. Yufeng Hu for winning this years CCE 
Senior Design Project. Their project was titled “ Gusset Plate 
Analysis for Steel Truss Bridges”. 
  
The 2009 Presidential Scholar for CCE has been awarded to 
Marianne Zenz. After graduating in Civil this past Spring, 
Marianne plans to work full time as a civil engineer with Con-
sumers Energy Co. in Jackson, Michigan.  She completed a 
internship with Consumers Energy during Summer 2008.Along 
with other awards, Marianne has received a WMU Academic 
Scholarship, a dean’s scholar grant and the Buress Scholarship 
from the Jackson Community Foundation. 

The 2009 Steel Bridge Team successfully competed in its first 
regional competition at the 2009 North Central Regional Con-
ference in April. After three years of trying to build a bridge, 
the Team recruited enough people to make the bridge a reality. 
 
The 11-member student team designed, fabricated, and built 
the 20 foot long steel bridge entirely by themselves. Team Cap-
tain Nick Francis said “This is the first year we have been able 
to do this thanks to the dedication of our team members. Every-
one put in some long hours to make this a reality.” 
 
The bridge needed to be assembled on site to the Team welded 
three-foot steel truss sections that were then bolted together at 
the competition. After that, 2500 pounds was applied to the 
bridge and deflection was measured.  
 

The 2009 Steel Bridge Team at the Regional Conference 

The Department of Civil and Construction Engineering (CCE) conducted a two-day national workshop on Finite Element Basics & 
Refined Bridge Structural Analysis to 14 engineers from Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Missouri. Dr. Upul Attanayake, CCE assis-
tant professor, and Dr. Haluk Aktan, CCE chair and professor, directed the event held at the Parkview Campus computer center in 
early March.“The aim of the workshop was to train bridge engineers on fundamentals of finite element analysis and provide opportu-
nity for hands-on knowledge and experience to analyze complex bridge structural systems,” Attanayake said.  
 
 This is the third workshop conducted by Attanayake and Aktan as a joint outreach activity of the CCE and the Center for Structural 
Durability to help professional engineers fulfill  their continuing education requirements.   
The workshop was co-sponsored by the Michigan’s Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP), National Association of County 
Engineers (NACE), American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) of Michigan, and Western Michigan University (WMU). 

Engineers from Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Missouri attended the bridge workshop conducted by Dr. Upul Attanayake (second 
from right in front row) and Dr. Haluk Aktan (far right in front row). 

The deflection and construction time was used to determine the 
overall winner. 
 
“We watched this competition at last year’s Conference so we 
knew what to expect,” says Francis. He added, “After compet-
ing today, we now have a better idea what to expect for next 
year and everybody is eager to get started.”  The Team is spon-
sored by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) Stu-
dent Chapter and will host the steel bridge competition in April 
2-4, 2010 NCRC. 
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Western Michigan University 
Dept. of Civil & Construction Engineering 
College Of Engineering and Applied Sciences 
1903 W Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo MI  49008-5316 

 

The CCE News is published by the  
Department of Civil & Construction Engineering  

Western Michigan University 
College of Engineering & Applied Sciences 

Estella Burdick, Editor  
Dr. Haluk Aktan, Chair 

Dr. Anthony J. Vizzini, Dean 
  

For information contact us at: 
Phone:   269-276-3210 
Fax:   269-276-3211 

Or visit us on the web at: 
http://www.wmich.edu/cce/  
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B.S. Civil Engineering 

 
Nicholas C. Arnold 
Brian M. Atkinson 

Scott E. Baker 
Jonathan H. Beythan 
Graham B. Blaxton 
Aaron C. Bonine 
James C. Butler 

Jon M. Dyke 
Jared J. Champayne 

Garry J. Chaney 
Andrew R. Cianek 

Thomas C. Clevenger 
Matthew M. Czachowski 

William S. Gallagher 
Ryan K. Gibbs 
Joshua T. Host  

Mark J. Humiecki 
Travis L. Johnson 
Andrew S. Kuipers 

Sean M. Lynn 
Ryan P. Mcgoff 

Matthew J. Menard 
Michael J. Meyer 

Brandon J. Nemeth 
Jason P. Raleigh 

Stephanie M. Regis 


���� ��� ������

��
� ������#$$%�

B.S. Civil Engineering 
 

Zachary A. Beeman 
Paulette L. BeVier 

Mark A. Peacock Crider 
Bryce T. DeQuoy 
Griffin A. Enyart 
Ryan S. Forgey 

Nicholas P. Francis 
Kyle C. Ghastin 

Joshua K. Glowski 
Andrew J. Grimes 

Jacquelyn M. Kawa 
Alberto Landa 
John T. Leite 

Logan C. Lockman 
Megan R. Montgomery 

Travis C. Moore 
Rebecca A. Mulholland 

Michael W. Peake 
Frank A. Rodriquez 

Amanda M. Rossman 
Evan W. Selahowski 

Ryan R. Wurtz 
Marianne M. Zenz 

B.S. Construction 
 Engineering 

 
Justin S. Baird 

Thomas J. Carlson III 
Travis B. Johncock 

Eric S. Kella 
Ryan D. Long 
Mikal J. Morris 
James R. Stacer 

Jeffrey W. Vlietstra 
Jeffrey P. Wassink 

 
M.S. Civil Engineering 

Mafeed A. AlQatari 
Joseph J. Barbera 
Asadur Rahman 

Anandkumar A. Singh 

Philip M. Reitenour 
William P. Rizor 

Michael A. Romkema 
Keith W. Schultz 

Jonathan W. Smith 
Bradley P. Stempihar 
Robert E. Stempihar 

Marjorie VanHoorelbeke 
Dharmesh D. Valsadia 

 
B.S. Construction 

 Engineering 
Justin S. Baird 

Matthew J. Begeman 
Ronald Donkersloot 

Adam P. Dudek 
Riley King 

Brock Mellema 
Timothy W. Ponton 

Blake Sheffler 
Timothy VanStraten 
Brandon Widmyer 

 
M.S. Civil Engineering 

Vyshnavi Madireddy 
Min Suck Cho 

Lavanya Sankaran 


