
Stratigraphy is the field of geology concerning layered 
rocks and their interrelationships.  The layers serve as 
reference horizons enabling us to establish the order of 
geologic events over time in a particular area.

• We look at the rock that makes up the layers – the deepest layers were deposited first.  

• We look at fossils and fragments of rocks within the layers.  If one type of rock is included in 
another, it must be older than the rock in which it is included.

• We also look at cross-cutting features.  If a rock or other geologic structure cuts across a 
rock layer, it must have intruded after the layer was deposited and cemented.  
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