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Health Plan Policy re



Plan Disclosures to Sponsor

Effective April 14, 2003

Policy Regarding 
Plan Disclosure of PHI to Sponsor
POLICY:
The HIPAA Privacy Rules impose limitations on the extent to which the Western Michigan University Group Health Plan (“Plan”) may disclose protected health information to the Plan Sponsor.  Accordingly, it is the policy of the Plan not to disclose PHI to Western Michigan University except as permitted, as set forth below.

PROCESS:

1.
The Plan may disclose the following PHI to Western Michigan University without Plan amendments:

(a)
The Plan may disclose Summary Health Information (as defined in Policy 6) if Western Michigan University requests the information for: 

· obtaining premium bids from health plans for providing health insurance coverage under the Plan; or

· modifying, amending or terminating the Plan.

(b) 
The Plan or a health insurance issuer or HMO may disclose to Western Michigan University information on whether an individual is participating in the Plan or is enrolled in or has disenrolled from a health insurance issuer or HMO offered by  Plan.


2.
Other than as set forth in paragraph 1, the Plan will not disclose PHI to Western Michigan University unless the Plan documents have been amended to comply with the Privacy Rules and Western Michigan University has made the certification required by the Plan Amendment.  (See attached certification.)

3.
After the Plan is amended and Western Michigan University makes the certification called for in the amendment, PHI may be disclosed to Western Michigan University for Plan administrative functions and payment and health care operations.  (See Policy 12.)  Such disclosures shall be limited to information that is the minimum necessary for the functions set forth.  (See Policy 15.)

4.
The Plan is prohibited from disclosing PHI to Western Michigan University for employment-related actions and decisions or in connection with any other benefit or employee benefit plan of the Western Michigan University unless the individual who is the subject of the PHI signs an authorization permitting this disclosure in accordance with Policies 17 and 18. 

5.
The Plan will not allow any insurer or HMO to disclose PHI to Western Michigan University under circumstances in which the Plan would be prohibited from doing so.
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