
DISCLOSURE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION ABOUT DECEDENTS

SINDECUSE HEALTH CENTER HIPAA POLICY
WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

POLICY:
The Sindecuse Health Center (SHC) may disclose Protected Health Information (PHI) to medical examiners and funeral directors consistent with applicable law and according to the following Policy.


The SHC may release PHI about decedents to personal representatives.

PROCESS:


1.
The SHC may disclose PHI about a deceased person, without individual authorization, to medical examiners or funeral directors for the following purposes:

A.
To assist medical examiners in identifying a deceased person, determining a cause of death, or other duties as authorized by law.

B.
To assist funeral directors in carrying out their duties with respect to the decedent including, if necessary, disclosing PHI prior to, and in reasonable anticipation of, the individual’s death.

2. If the SHC performs the duties of a medical examiner, the SHC may use PHI for the above purposes.  

3. The SHC Director is authorized to make the disclosures covered in paragraph 1 above.  

4. Only the SHC Director is authorized to make a disclosure of PHI about a decedent that is not listed in paragraph 1 and will document all of these.  

Regulatory Authority:  Final Privacy Rule:  45 C.F.R. §164.512(g)

Related Policies/Procedures:



· Verification of Entities Requesting Use or Disclosure of Protected Health Information

· Disclosures Required By Law 

History:


Adopted:

April 8, 2003


Effective Date:
April 14, 2003
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