
DISCLOSURE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION FOR HEALTH OVERSIGHT RELEASE

SINDECUSE HEALTH CENTER HIPAA POLICY
WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

POLICY:
The Sindecuse Health Center (SHC) may use or disclose Protected Health Information (PHI) without individual authorization for health oversight activities authorized by law and in accordance with this Policy.

I.
HEALTH OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES 

A. 
SHC may disclose PHI to “health oversight agencies,” but only to the extent that they are overseeing or investigating alleged violations involving:

1.
The health care system; 

2.
Government benefit programs for which health information is necessary to determine eligibility; 

3.
Government regulatory programs for which health information is necessary to determine compliance;

4.
Civil rights laws for which health information is necessary to determine compliance:   

B.
“Health oversight agencies” include but are not limited to:

1.
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

2.
Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Inspector General

3.
State licensure boards



C. 
PHI will not be released pursuant to this Policy when an individual is the subject of the investigation or other activity; if such investigation or other activity does not arise out of, and is not directly related to, the receipt of health care, a claim for public benefits related to health, or qualification for or receipt of public benefits or services when a patient’s health is integral to the claim for public benefits or services. Any request for PHI, in such cases, shall be considered according to the Policy Regarding Disclosure of Protected Health Information for Judicial and Administrative Release.      

Regulatory Authority:  Final Privacy Rule:  45 C.F.R. §164.512(d).

Related Policies/Procedures:

· Verification of Entities Requesting Use or Disclosure of Protected Health Information

· Disclosure of Protected Health Information for Judicial or Administrative Release

History:
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