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DISCLOSURE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION FOR FUNDRAISING PURPOSES

WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIFIED CLINICS HIPAA POLICY

UNIFIED CLINICS

POLICY:
The Unified Clinics will use and disclose Protected Health Information for activities related to fundraising with and without first obtaining an authorization by the individual pursuant to and in accordance with this policy and procedure.  

The Unified Clinics Notice of Privacy Practices will include a statement that the Unified Clinics may contact an individual to raise funds for the Unified Clinics.

I.  
USE OR DISCLOSURE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION FOR 

FUNDRAISING PURPOSES

A.
The Unified Clinics will obtain individual authorization before using or disclosing Protected Health Information to a business associate or to an institutionally related foundation for the purpose of raising funds for the Unified Clinics benefit, except in the following situations:

1.
The Unified Clinics may, without obtaining individual authorization, use or disclose demographic information relating to an individual to a business associate or to an institutionally related foundation for the purpose of raising funds for the Unified Clinics benefit;

2.    The Unified Clinics may, without obtaining individual authorization, use or  

       disclose dates of health care provided to an individual to a business associate   

       or to an institutionally related foundation for the purpose of raising funds for 

       the Unified Clinics benefit.

B.
All fundraising materials that are sent to individuals will include a description of 

how the individual may opt out of receiving any further fundraising communications. Reasonable efforts, by utilizing an up to date fundraising exclusion list, will be taken to ensure that patients who opt out are not contacted with future fundraising communications.

Regulatory Authority:  

Final Privacy Rule:
 45 C.F.R. §164.514(f), 45 C.F.R. §164.520(a) and (b)

Related Policies/Procedures:


· Authorizations for Use and Disclosure of Protected Health Information
History:


Adopted:

April 10, 2003


Effective Date:
April 14, 2003

