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DISCLOSURE OF PROTECTED HEALTH INFORMATION FOR SPECIALIZED GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONS
WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY HIPAA POLICY

UNIFIED CLINICS

POLICY:
The Unified Clinics may use and disclose Protected Health Information without individual authorization, as allowed by law, for the following specialized government functions, (except for individuals receiving substance abuse services which require a court order or individual authorization prior to release of PHI): Military and veterans activities; National security and intelligence activities; Protective services for the President and others; Medical suitability determinations; Correctional institutions and other law enforcement custodial situations, according to the following Policy.

I.
SPECIALIZED GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONS


A.
All proposed uses or disclosures of Protected Health Information to which this Policy applies will be reviewed by persons having an understanding of the Unified Clinics privacy policies and practices, and sufficient expertise to understand and weigh the necessary factors. 

B.
The Component Privacy Officer may disclose Protected Health Information of individuals in the Armed Forces without individual authorization for activities deemed necessary by appropriate military command authorities to assure the proper execution of the military mission, given that the appropriate military command authorities and the purposes for which the protected health information may be used or disclosed must be published in the Federal Register.

C.
Designated Unified Clinics personnel (Unified Clinics Component Privacy Officer) may disclose Protected Health Information to authorized federal officials for the conduct of lawful intelligence, counter-intelligence, and other national security activities authorized by the National Security Act and for the provision of protective services to the President, to foreign heads of state, or other persons for the conduct of investigations as allowed by law. 

D.
Designated Unified Clinics personnel (Unified Clinics Component Privacy Officer) may use and disclose the Protected Health Information of individuals who are foreign military personnel to their appropriate foreign military authority for the same purposes for which uses and disclosures are permitted for Armed Forces personnel under section B.

Regulatory Authority:  Final Privacy Rule:  45 C.F.R. §164.512(k)

· 42 USC § 2.1 Confidentiality of drug abuse records

· MCL 333.6112 and MCL 333.6113 Disclosures of substance abuse treatment records

· MCL 330.2004a Confidentiality of prisoners’ medical records.

Related Policies/Procedures:



· Verification of Entities Requesting Use or Disclosure of Protected Health Information
· Disclosure of  Protected Health Information for Law Enforcement Release
· Disclosure of Protected Health Information as Required by Law
History:


Adopted:
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