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THE GRADUATE COLLEGE
2011–12 GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH FUND

Purpose: The Graduate Student Research Fund was established to support graduate students engaged in independent scholarly research, scientific inquiry, inventive technology, and artistic/creative activity. The Graduate Student Research Fund is intended to help students pay extraordinary or unusual costs incurred in research projects. The typing of theses, dissertations, and project papers—as well as the purchase of supplies and equipment commonly provided by departments or by other existing grants or funds—are not considered to be unusual expenses.

To be eligible for a grant from the Graduate Student Research Fund, an applicant must be: (a) regularly admitted to a graduate degree program; (b) in good academic standing; (c) enrolled full-time (at least six hours) in the semester that the application is made, unless otherwise approved by the Graduate College (students enrolled in thesis or dissertation credits on “continuous enrollment” status may meet this requirement with at least one hour of enrollment); and (d) the sole or principal investigator in the project. In addition, applicants whose research involves human subjects, animals, and/or materials requiring regulatory oversight (e.g., biohazards, radiation) must provide documentation at the time of application of prior review of the research proposal by the appropriate University review body; applications will not be considered without this documentation.

Grants may range up to $1,000. Interdisciplinary projects are encouraged and may include a letter of support from a second department. Students may also apply simultaneously for up to $600 of additional support to defray the cost of international travel associated with the research project. Any amount awarded will depend, in part, on the number of applications received and the budget available and, in part, on the priority given the application by the review committee. Normally, preference is given to applications submitted before the research project has been completed. Applicants should be aware that not all applications may be selected for funding and that not all applicants may receive the amount of funding requested.

A condition of the award is submission to the Graduate College of a report on the project by the end of the semester following payment of the award. It is expected that proposals receiving awards will culminate in a peer-reviewed publication. A graduate student may receive a maximum of two research or travel grants per degree program while enrolled at Western Michigan University. A grant must be disbursed during the academic year in which it is awarded.

Applicants must use the fill-in applications available online. Except for the student’s signature, the application should not be handwritten. Incomplete applications or applications on forms from previous academic years will be returned to the applicant without being reviewed. Unsuccessful applicants may submit another application within the same year for the same project. Applicants must sign the application and provide all requested documentation and commentary.

To apply, submit one signed original application (pages 1 and 2—do not include this information page), including all attachments, to the Graduate College, 260-W Walwood Hall, before 5 p.m. on the deadline date given below. The letter of evaluation from your advisor or another faculty member should also be submitted by the deadline.

	Fall Deadlines:
	Spring Deadlines:

	Fri., September 16, 2011
	Tues., January 17, 2012

	Tues., November 1, 2011
	Fri., March 16, 2012


	
Applicants will receive confirmation by mail regarding award status approximately six weeks after the application deadline date (not after the date the application is submitted).
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2011–12 Graduate Student Research Grant Application

Please fill in all information requested (do not hand-write responses):

[bookmark: Text2]     	     
Name (Last, First)							WMU WIN Number

[bookmark: Text3][bookmark: Text4][bookmark: Text5][bookmark: Text6]     	     	     	     
Local Mailing Address				     City		                   State        Zip Code

[bookmark: Text7][bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]     	Degree level:	 |_| master’s 	|_| specialist 	|_| doctoral
Email Address

	Indicate the award deadline for which you are applying:
	 Year 2011–12	 |_| September 16	|_| November 1
	 |_| January 17	 	|_| March 16



[bookmark: Text9]Graduate Program (Curriculum):        

[bookmark: Text10]Department:        

[bookmark: Text11]Title of Research Project:        

•	Has this project been submitted for review for research compliance to HSIRB, IACUC, the Recombinant DNA Safety Committee, or the Radiation Safety Committee?
[bookmark: Check6]	|_| Yes	(If so, check below which body reviewed the project and attach a copy of your approval or “approval not needed” letter from the Research Compliance Office. This documentation is absolutely required.)
		|_| HSIRB       |_| IACUC      |_| RDSC	|_| RSC 
[bookmark: Check7]	|_| No
•	Are you the sole or principal investigator in this research project?
[bookmark: Check8][bookmark: Check14]	|_| Yes	|_| Yes, but for purposes of research compliance application listed as student investigator.
[bookmark: Check9]	|_| No (If no, explain below your role in this research project.)
     
[bookmark: Text12]•	What amount of grant support are you requesting?   	$       ($1,000 maximum)
[bookmark: Text47]•	|_|	Supplemental international travel grant: Check the box at left if you wish to apply for up to $600 to support international travel for your research and indicate here the amount for which you are applying: $       . (The Graduate Student Advisory Committee [GSAC] is gratefully acknowledged for its support in providing this supplemental funding.)
(Be sure to include these expenses in your budget in section C.)
•	Please list all other financial support you are receiving for this project:
[bookmark: Text13]	     	
•	Identify the semester(s)/sessions(s) the research will take place. 
[bookmark: Text14]	     
•	List here the number of credits for which you are enrolled during the semester of application:  
[bookmark: Text15]     
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]•	Please indicate here whom you have asked to submit a letter on your behalf:
	     	


PAYMENT OF AWARD

Graduate Student Research Grants are paid directly to the recipient’s University account. Expenses for academic research and travel are not considered tax-deductible “qualified educational expenses” (see IRS Publication 970, “Tax Benefits for Education,” chapter 1). As such, any grant you receive may be reported to the IRS as taxable income. Also, if you have received student loans during the semester in which you apply for this grant, any grant you receive may be partially directed to paying back your student loan(s).

Please indicate below whether or not you will have student loans during the semester of this application:
	|_| yes	|_| no


SIGNATURE OF AGREEMENT

By my signature in the space below, I affirm that I have truthfully completed this application as accurately and completely as possible. I also accept and acknowledge all conditions of the award for which I am applying, and acknowledge that I must meet all conditions of eligibility, including required enrollment, in order to receive an award from the Graduate Student Research Fund. I also agree to supply a report on my project should I receive an award.


			
Signature of Applicant		Date


ATTACHMENTS
In order to complete your application, please include and label (e.g., A, B, etc.) the following required attachments. Narrative material may be single- or double-spaced but should not exceed the stated page limitations.

A:	Project Description (4 pages maximum for this section)

The description should include the following:  

(1) a brief description of your research project or creative activity, including a statement of your primary objectives, 
(2) a background statement that places your project in context within your discipline, including a succinct summary of relevant works by others in the field and bibliographical references if appropriate (please provide references for all works cited),
(3) the methods, procedures, or techniques to be used to accomplish the research, 
(4) the significance of your research or creative activity and the results expected upon completion,
(5) any peer-reviewed publications to which the research is expected to be submitted. 

Please target your description to a general scholarly audience rather than a specialist in your field. The research and travel grants selection committee is composed of faculty representing each of the University colleges and graduate student representatives. While the committee’s collective wisdom is extensive, it is not comprehensive regarding research processes within each of the disciplines represented in the University. Thus, the committee relies upon the information contained in your description in making its funding determinations.

B:		Resources Required to Complete Project (1 page maximum)

Describe staff, equipment, and software needs, as well as any other required services or resources. With regard to equipment, distinguish between new equipment being requested for the project and those resources available from other sources. Note that Graduate Student Research Funds cannot be spent to build college or departmental infrastructures.

C:	Project Budget (1 page maximum)

Detail the entire cost of the project even if it exceeds the amount of funding requested. List all applicable resource costs that could be incurred by the project and indicate which items are being requested from the Graduate Student Research Fund.

D:	Timeline to Completion (1 page maximum)

Describe in detail the timeline to complete the activities detailed in the project description.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]E:		Confidential Letter of Evaluation

There is no longer an advisor’s evaluation form for this grant application. Please request that your advisor or another faculty member familiar with your project write a confidential letter of evaluation for your project and either give it to you in a sealed envelope to attach to your application, or send it directly to the Graduate College (Attention: julie.nemire@wmich.edu) by the application deadline. The letter must clearly state your name and that the evaluation is for an application for a Graduate Student Research Grant. The letter should address in detail the significance of the project and the feasibility of completing it in the stated time frame with the requested resources.

- 1 -
image1.png
5)) WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY




