THE GRADUATE STUDENT ADVI SORY COVM TTEE
Friday, January 12, 2001
Ber nhard Center, Connabl e Board Room

M NUTES

Representatives Present: Daryl Arkwight (Biology),
Jessi ca Bobe (History), Marcel Brouwers (English), Jay
Cawt horne (Paper Printing Sciences and Engi neering),
Carmen Cornieles (Education), Sarah Denpsey

(Comruni cation), Doris Dirks (History), Nancy G eer-

W liams (Comruni cation), Martha Freundlich (Sociol ogy),
Kurt Hayden (I ndustrial and Manufacturing Engi neering),
Sabbir Hossain (Physics),Kelly Jackson (Business), Tim
Kuehnlein (Political Science), Peter Lawson

(Ant hopol ogy), Scott Smith (Medieval Institute), Julie
St ahl hut (Bi ol ogy), CGerald Unterreiner (Geosciences), Tim
WIlliams (Misic), Deborah W1l son (Sociology), Rodger
Zanny (Conputer Science)

Guests: Paul a Boodt (The Graduate College), Any Nel son
(Student Affairs), Chad True (WBA)

|. CALL TO ORDER
The neeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.

1. APPROVAL OF THE M NUTES
The m nutes of the Decenmber 8, 2000 GSAC neeting were
present ed.

I PRESENTATI ONS

Carolyn Hornev from Career Services presented GSAC with

i nformation about her office. A student career guide was
distributed to each representative. She pronoted Career
Fair 2000, and encouraged graduate students to take
advant age of opportunities geared specifically for them
The fair is scheduled for Thursday, February 1 from 10:00
a.m to 4:00 p.m in the Bernhard Center.

Dr. WIlliam W ener, Senior Associate Dean of the G aduate
Col | ege, provided GSAC with an update on a variety of
issues related to the Graduate Coll ege. He stated that
the Graduate Studies Council would neet on January 25 in
order to address policy changes reconmended by the
Graduat e Col | ege regardi ng conti nuous enroll nment, course
i nconpl etes, and extensions for earning graduate degrees.



Regar di ng conti nuous enroll nent (the need to be enrolled
for at |l east one credit hour of dissertation work), the
Graduate College is recommendi ng that students nust be
registered only during the fall and wi nter senesters.
Spring and sunmmer senesters will be exenpt fromthe
conti nuous enrollnment policy if the student is pre-
enrolled for the followi ng academ c year.

Regar di ng course inconpletes, the Gaduate College is
recommendi ng that an “1” should no | onger be changed to
an “X’ on transcripts. A grade change will not, however,
be permtted after one year fromthe date at which the
inconplete is issued. The student will receive no credit
for the course, and the GPA will not be affected.

Regar di ng extensions for earning degrees, there is
currently a six/seven year tinefrane in which the degree
must be earned (Master’s and Ph.D. respectively). The
Graduate College is recommending that this policy should
be enforced nore strictly in order to encourage

conpl etion of degree within the reasonable tinefrane.
Sound justification nust be nade to the Graduate Coll ege
for exceptions.

Additionally, Dr. Wener announced that partially
financed health care benefits would be made avail able to
graduat e assi stants/associates by July 1, 2001.
Concerni ng the Graduate Coll ege nove, personnel will be
avai l able from5-7 PM on Mondays and Wednesdays in
Sangrin Hall and from 8AM 5PM on Mondays and Wednesdays
in Friedmann Hall. G aduate student parking is avail able
behind the Little Theatre for those who want to visit the
Graduate Coll ege at Wal wood Hall on East Canmpus. W ener
stated that the Graduate College is considering the
extension of tuition rem ssion to six credit hours for
each senester. Finally, he stated that there is no
resolution of the Red Card being replaced with Bronco
Cards as of yet.

| V. REPORT FROM THE CHAI R

The Chair reported that the new GSAC tel ephone nunber is
387-8207. She encouraged people to attend the M.K Day
events, and solicited volunteers for the convocati on.
Nancy Greer-WIIlianms vol unteered.

The Chair stated that the search for a university
onmbudsman is conplete. She also stated that the GSAC
dinner with Dr. Floyd was fruitful. Many substantive



concerns were brought to his attention by the
representatives in attendance at the dinner. A
phot ograph of the dinner party was passed anong
representatives.

The Chair informed representatives that she woul d be
attending a neeting of the National Association of
Graduate Students (NAGPS) in February in order to resolve
sone “political” issues of the association for which she
serves as a board nenmber. She also infornmed the forum
that she would be neeting with representatives of the
Campus Activities Board (CAB)in January in order to
address the portion of the graduate student assessnent
fee that is allocated to them GSACis attenpting to
have sone of the noney funneled to the Western Student
Associ ation (WSA) and the rest directed towards funding
events of interest to graduate students.

Concerning the Comnmttee on General Education, the Chair
read a letter stating that the coonmttee saw no reason to
have a graduate student representative on the committee.
The GSAC forum recommended that the Chair inquire into
this rationale and stress GSAC s interest in
representation.

The Chair announced that she and a coupl e of other
representatives would be interviewed by the Kal amazoo
Gazette about the nature of graduate school at Western
M chi gan University.

Finally, the Chair sought volunteers for the MNair
Program and she announced the vaiblitlity of a graduate
associ ateship in the Department of Milti-Cultural
Affairs.

V. UNI VERSI TY COUNCI LS

Research Policy Council (Rodger Zanny and Kurt Hayden):
Zanny distributed a brochure about Research and Creative
Activity grants. He announced that nulti-year (three
years) doctoral associ ateshi ps were bei ng consi dered by
the Council. Hayden announced that the Council is trying
to increase the nunber of doctoral associateships issued
per year. Western has roughly 130 assocateshi ps canpus
wi de. Tol edo University has 600 in engi neering al one.

Graduate Studies Council (Doris Dirks):



The Chair reported that the Ph.D. programin Health and
Human Services was given a positive evaluation. Approval
of the program now goes before the Faculty Senate.

VlI. GSAC SUB- COWM TTEES

Graduate Financial Allocation Commttee (Jay Cawt horne):
Cawt horne reported that GFAC rul es were discussed at the
January 5 neeting. Recomendations to GSAC in this
respect would be forthcom ng.

Public Relations Comnmttee (Nancy Greer-WIlIlians):
Greer-W I lianms announced that the conmttee woul d nmeet on
Thur sday, February 1, 2001 at 2: 00 PMin conference room
A of Siebert Adm nistration Building. The Harry Brod

| ecture, G adients, and the new GSAC brochure woul d be

di scussed.

VI I. ANNOUCEMENTS

On behalf of the Ofice of the Vice President for
Research and the Graduate Col |l ege, Paul a Boodt announced
a panel discussion entitled “Intellectual Property
Policy: How it Inpacts You” on Wednesday, January 31,
2001 from4-5 PMin 1062 Kohrman Hall.

VIT1. ADJOURNMENT
The neeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.



