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Graduate Student Advisory Committee 

Meeting Agenda  
Friday, March 14, 2008, 3p.m. 

Connable Board Room– Bernhard Center 

 

Representatives Present: Rosana Alsaud (Chairperson), Alyssa Kalata (Vice-Chairperson), Kazuhiro 

Iwamoto (Biological Sciences), Alissa Bailey (Communication), Greg Laing (English), David Shoup 

(History), Deondra Ramsey (Political Science), Jane Okwako (Political Science), Marcie Noble (Spanish), 

Padmapriya Srinivasan (Finance and Commercial Law), Aaron Tremblay (Management), Brandi Pritchett 

(Counselor Education & Counseling Psychology), Thomas Brown (Counselor Education & Counseling 

Psychology), Tammy Douglas (Educational Leadership, Research and Technology), Katie Smith 

(Educational Leadership, Research and Technology), Sheryl Johnson (Family and Consumer Sciences), 

Mustafa Sanver (Computer Science), Susan Celestini (Occupational Therapy), Katherine Wlodarski (Speech 

Pathology and Audiology), Jamie McCandless (Teaching Assistant Union), Dr. Lewis Pyenson (The 

Graduate College), Melissa Green (Division of Student Affairs) 

 

Guests Present: None. 

 

1. Call to order:  3:02 

2. Introductions 

3. *Approval of the Agenda 03/14/07:  Kazuhiro moves to approve, seconded by Thomas.   

4. *Approval of Minutes from 02/08/08:  Mustafa moves to approve, seconded by Deondra. 

5. Report from the Dr. Lewis Pyenson, Dean of the Graduate College:  Dr. Pyenson reported that through 

April, it is anticipated that 90 students will have graduated with their doctorates this academic year, with 

many more individuals expected to graduate with their doctorates in June.  He expressed confidence that the 

number of doctorates awarded for the 2007 – 2008 school year will exceed 100 by a comfortable margin.  

He stated that this is a remarkable accomplishment and that the graduate students and their faculty advisors 

deserve a great deal of credit.  

6. Report from the Chair 

a. Provost Search Advisory Committee:  Rosana reported that the Committee is in the process of 

reviewing the pool of applicants to determine who will be offered an interview.  She stated that she 

anticipates that twelve to sixteen people will be interviewed in Detroit the weekend of March 28
th

 

and that four of these individuals will be asked to come to WMU’s campus.  She reported that the 

Committee has been adhering to the timeline and that the process is going well. 

b. International students driver’s licenses issue:  Rosana stated that Governor Granholm enacted a new 

law that allows international students to obtain Michigan driver’s licenses. 

c. Board of Trustees Meeting, 03/18 at 11:00 a.m.:  Rosana stated that she does not have many items to 

report on at this meeting, but that she will be saying her goodbyes to the Board of Trustees during the 

meeting. 

d. NAGPS Membership Upgrade:  Rosana reported that it appears as though President Dunn has 

approved GSAC’s request for $9,000 to upgrade to a lifetime membership.  If this is the case, GSAC 

will no longer have to pay yearly membership dues to NAGPS. 

e. Teaching Assistants Union (TAU) – Jamie McCandless:  Jamie reported that this Sunday 

nominations open for the executive committee, which consists of a President, Vice President, 

Information Officer, and Treasurer.  Nominations stay open for two weeks and then a vote will occur 

on April 4
th
.  Jamie stated that any graduate employee can apply for a position, as long as he or she is 

a member of TAU.    

f. Remarks by Mustafa:  Mustafa reported that he will be graduating in April and taking a faculty 

position at the New York Institute of Technology.  He thanked all GSAC members and wished 

everyone good luck.  

7. GFAC – Alyssa Kalata:  Alyssa reported that GFAC is currently inactive, as all allocation money has been 

used for the year.  She stated that GFAC may become active next month if money is returned to the GFAC 

during the monthly sweeps process. 

8. GSAC Sub-Committees and University Councils 
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i. Web Committee – Alyssa Kalata:  Alyssa thanked David and Greg for their help in finding 

leads in terms of individuals who may be able to assist in the website changeover process.  She 

stated that she will be working more extensively on the website changeover process over the 

summer. 

b. Graduate Research Symposium and Journal (Hilttop Review) – Vacant 

c. Graduate Student Research and Travel Awards Selection Committee – Aaron Tremblay:  Aaron 

reported that the deadline for the final round of Research and Travel Awards is March 15
th
. 

d. University Councils  

i. Research Policies Council (2) –Alyssa Kalata, Greg Laing – Greg reported that the primary 

issue discussed was an MOA that was going to the Faculty Senate regarding FRACAS.  He 

also reported that planning for Research Day is going well, although more judges are needed 

to help on the day from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Rosana stated that she will send more 

information to graduate students regarding this event soon. 

ii. Graduate Studies Council (2) – Rosana Alsaud, Alyssa Kalata:  Alyssa reported that the 

primary issues discussed were the history of program reviews on campus, progress on 

considerations regarding the creation of a University Doctorate at WMU, and the issue of 

graduate students as members of the WMU graduate faculty.  Alyssa stated that there was a 

great deal of support from the Committee to continue pursuing the development of a 

University Doctorate degree.  Dr. Pyenson clarified that the issue with graduate students as 

members of the graduate faculty arose from a small number of graduate students teaching 

graduate level classes.  He stated that the vote that occurred at the meeting will not affect 

stipends of graduate students at the University.   

iii. Campus Planning and Finance Council (1) –Priya Srinivasan:  Priya reported that President 

Dunn was present at the last meeting and that the budget and forecasting for the next couple of 

years were discussed.  She also reported that a number of subcommittees that are part of the 

Campus Planning and Finance Council may need graduate students to serve on the 

subcommittees.  She stated that it hasn’t been decided yet if she will be responsible for serving 

on these committees or if other GSAC representatives could potentially serve on them instead.  

iv. International Education Council (1) – Kazuhiro Iwamoto – Kazuhiro reported that he was 

unable to attend the Council meeting, however he was able to attend the Recruitment and 

Retention subcommittee meeting.  He stated that at present, WMU is spending a sizable 

amount of funds to go to different countries and participate in their college fairs.  He stated 

that this method does attract a few students, however it is expensive and not very efficient.  He 

stated that a greater emphasis is going to be placed on trying to utilize current graduate 

students to spread the word about WMU to their friends and family in their countries of origin.  

Kazuhiro reported that in terms of retention, efforts are being made to make completing 

paperwork more efficient and efforts are being made to create additional relevant workshops 

geared toward international students.  Kazuhiro noted that increasingly good attention is being 

paid to the international student population at WMU. 

e. MLK Committee – No Activity. 

f. WMU Day at the Capitol (pg. 5) – Needs people to go! – Rosana stated that she has sent an e-mail to 

all graduate students asking them to participate, however she has only received three responses so 

far.  Rosana reported that WMU will pay for graduate students to create their displays and 

encouraged GSAC members to spread the word about this opportunity. 

g. WSA representative – Chris Praedel, President:  Not present.  Rosana reported that GSAC has 

spoken with WSA and CAB in recent months and it was agreed that WSA and CAB should have a 

standing spot on the GSAC agenda in order to encourage closer relationships with the three organizations.  

h. CAB representative – Jacqui Volkmann, President:  Not present. 

9. Unfinished Business  

a. *GSAC Chairperson selection:  Alyssa presented the rationale of the GSAC Chairperson Selection 

Committee for recommending Brandi Pritchett as the GSAC Chairperson for the 2008 – 2010 school 

years.  A vote was taken and Brandi was unanimously approved to be the GSAC Chairperson for the 

2008 – 2010 school years.  
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b. Student Assessment Fee (SAF) – Rosana stated that GSAC, WSA, CAB, WSAAC, and the Sports 

Club Council have been meeting in recent months, along with employees of SALP, to discuss two 

issues pertaining to the SAF.   

i. Increase $12 to $21 – The first of these issues is raising the SAF from $12.00 to $21.00.  She 

said that all the organizations have been supportive of an increase in the SAF for a number of 

reasons.  First, the SAF is the sole source of funding for all of the organizations.  Thus, the SAF 

funds GFAC allocations, events put on by GSAC, expenses related to attending conferences 

and legislative action days, GSAC’s contribution to the Graduate Student Research and Travel 

Fund, and operational expenses for GSAC.  Second, the SAF has not been raised in ten years, 

but the costs associated with putting on events and running the organizations have increased 

over this time period.  Furthermore, more RSOs exist now than did ten years ago and many of 

these organizations rely on the SAF as an important source of their funding as well.  Finally, all 

graduate students benefit from the SAF, either directly through attending events or utilizing 

GSAC services, or indirectly through helping to fund GSAC to advocate for their needs at a 

University, state, and national level.   

ii. Redistribution – The second of these issues is the redistribution of the SAF.  Rosana explained 

how the SAF is currently distributed and then explained that the changes involved the 

redistribution would include money from the undergraduate SAF being distributed to the Sports 

Club Council and money from the graduate SAF being redistributed, such that GSAC receives 

95% of the SAF and CAB receives 5% of the SAF, in comparison to the current arrangement of 

80% and 20%. 

iii. Rosana reported that elections pertaining to the SAF increase and redistribution will take 

place on March 18
th
 and she encouraged all students to vote on this item.  Rosana will send a 

link to the online voting system.  After the vote occurs and the student body has voted on the 

item, the Board of Trustees will then vote on the item during their May meeting.  Rosana noted 

that these issues are an initiative being brought by students to benefit students, rather than an 

issue being put forward by the administration. 

c. Graduate Student Survey:  Alyssa reported briefly on the Graduate Student Survey.  She stated that 

her report is almost complete and stated that themes have emerged that suggest that GSAC needs to 

better promote its presence on campus, as well as needs to better connect with the branch campuses.  

Alyssa will circulate the report to GSAC members for suggestions as soon as it is complete.  

d. GSAC member t-shirts – Susan Celestini:  Rosana thanked Susan for ordering the t-shirts. 

e. Spring events: 

i. Mar. 21: Professional Development Day – Fetzer Center (pg.6-7) – Rosana noted that there are 

two parts to this event: (1) the keynote speaker and a luncheon sponsored by the Alumni 

Association and (2) the workshop in the afternoon. 

a. Keynote: Keith W. Cooley, Director, Dept. of Labor & Economic Growth 

ii. Mar. 29: Bowling, Karaoke, and Game Night – Airway Lanes (pg. 8):  Alyssa reported that 

this event has received a huge positive response. 

iii.  Apr. 11: Research Day (pg. 9) – Needs 4 judges! – Rosana asked members to let her know if 

they are able to serve as judges for this event. 

10. New Business – Thomas stated that he attended Legislative Action Days in Washington, DC and met with 

Fred Upton, Debbie Stabenow, Carl Levin, and representative from Indiana regarding a number of issues 

concerning graduate students.  He said that overall, these individuals were very open to hearing our 

concerns.  He stated that one of the primary concerns was the ability of students with prior drug convictions 

to obtain student loans.  He reported that this issue has been misunderstood previously and that students in 

this type of circumstance can attend rehab and participate in random drug tests to enable them to be eligible 

to obtain loans.  He proposed that in the future, GSAC sends two representatives; one representative who 

attended the previous year and one representative who could attend again the following year, in order to 

establish continuity and make the process easier.  Rosana stated the next Legislative Action Days event is in 

September and Thomas expressed interest in attending.  Thomas also announced that the Native American 

Students’ Association is having its pow-wow on April 19
th
 and April 20

th
 and that he would like GSAC 

members to attend.  He asked if any funding for the event was available and Rosana suggested that he 

submit a proposal for the April GFAC meeting.  Tom stated that this year’s pow-wow includes three local 

tribes who have donated their tribal flags to WMU’s Multicultural Center.  He noted that there will be a 
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ceremony to celebrate the posting of the flags and also a ceremony to honor all WMU students who are 

veterans.  Katie noted that the International Festival is this Sunday, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Bernhard 

Center and will include fifteen international student organizations selling food, putting on a fashion show, 

and providing other forms of entertainment.  She stated that admission is free and that food tickets are fifty 

cents each. 

11. General Announcements & Briefs 

a. Announcements for the Good of the Order  

b. Next GFAC and GSAC meetings: April 11, May 9, June 13 

11. General Discussion “The State of Graduate Schools” 

12. Adjourn:  4:30         

*Items that require a vote from members. 
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Western Michigan University  

Day at the Capitol 
May 28, 2008 

  
>>>WMU needs graduate students from every discipline  to showcase their research!<<< 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 
  

  

The Office of Legislative Affairs is getting ready to undertake a 
WMU Day at the state capitol on Wednesday, May 28, 2008, from 10a.m. to 3 p.m.. 

 
We want to flood the state capitol with students, faculty, staff, and supporters to present the 
diversity of people, programs, and opportunities of the University.  We want the Capitol and the 
House and Senate office buildings so packed with WMU people that Legislators, staff, and others 
can't move without bumping into a WMU person.  We want our presence that day to be forceful.   
  
The Objective:  Raise the awareness of the excellence of WMU among those within the Capitol 
Loop. This will be a one day event centered at the State Capitol featuring students, faculty, staff, 
and supporters of WMU demonstrating the impact of the University to the state of Michigan.  We 
want to engage legislators and policy makers on the importance of WMU and the contributions 
the University makes in providing an educated work force and economic development and that we 
are a significant asset for Michigan.   
  
Some of the activities and events of that day could include (these are ideas being explored): 
  

 Teams of graduate and undergraduate students, faculty, staff, and supporters visiting 
legislative offices with key talking points of WMU    

 A lunch reception in a wing of the Capitol first floor for legislators and staff – (Buster 
Bronco as the host)  

 A student jazz performance in the lobby of the House office building  
 Displays of WMU research and WMU influenced products? Sun Racer car? Chainless 

bicycle? Engineering senior projects?  Haworth's Zody chair? We want the displays to be 
interactive and engaging, not static.   

 Health and Human Services health testing (audiology, low vision, etc)?  
 Gold Company serenade in the Capitol Rotunda?  
 An aviation simulator on a flat bed in front of the Capitol inviting legislators to try their 

hand at flying?  
 BTR park looped video?  
 Special WMU apparel for our alumni that work in the legislature? 

We want this to be big, because this is a big place with big things going on and we need to have 
a day where we shout it out to all those in Lansing.  

-->WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO SHOWCASE THEIR RESEARCH! All graduate students from 
all departments are invited! The displays should be interactive and engaging (not static). 
WMU will pay for your costs to develop the creative displays and will provide transportation 
to Lansing on May 28. This should be a fun experience, but most importantly, an opportunity to 
show your research (think "professional development")! Students can get into groups with 
colleagues or even faculty members.  
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Graduate Professional Development Day 
Friday, March 21, 2008 

Fetzer Center 

 

 

The Graduate Student Advisory Committee (GSAC) and the Career & Student Employment Services 

(CSES) invite you to: 

 

Graduate Professional Development Day – Non Academic Careers 

The event promotes learning opportunities that will foster the academic, professional and life skills of 

the graduate education community at WMU. Want to find your dream job without the hassle and hours 

of endless searches? Learn how to make your job more effective. The goal of the Graduate 

Professional Development Day is simple: to give you the tools to become successful professionals. 

You must RSVP for this event through BroncoJOBS (see more below.) This event is free of charge 

and is open to all graduate students. 

 

Friday, March 21, 2008 

11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Fetzer Center 
 

 

Program: 

You’re welcome to attend both PART I (keynote speaker and luncheon) and PART II (series of 

presentations); however, you must RSVP for each separately. 

 

 

 

PART I – Keynote & Luncheon: 

 

11:30 – 12:30 p.m. – Keith W. Cooley, Director, Department of Labor and Economic Growth 

(DLEG) 

Luncheon Sponsored by the WMU Alumni Association 

Mr. Keith Cooley will kick-off Professional Development Day this year. He will speak on the state of 

the economy in the state of Michigan and how it affects graduate students entering the job market with 

post-Baccalaureate degrees. We invite Mr. Cooley because the task in front of DLEG is to upskill 

Michigan’s workforce for a globally competitive 21st century and increase overall system efficiency in 

the department’s 35 agencies. Lunch is provided to all attendees. 

(Please RSVP separately for the luncheon.) 

Anyone is encouraged to attend both the luncheon 

 

You must RSVP for the luncheon separately! Here's how: 
Go to http://www.broncojobs.wmich.edu/  

Click on ‘BroncoJOBS’ 

Log in or create a new free account 

In the 'Calendar' Box on the left side, click on 'Career Panel/Speaker' link 

Choose óLuncheon - Professional Development Dayô and click on ‘Sign Up’ 
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PART II - Presentations: 

 

12:30 – 1:00 p.m. - Check in and pick up packets 

 

1:00 – 2:00 p.m. – Professional Development: Reflections on Strategies for Success  

(by Dr. Marianne Di Pierro, Director, Graduate Center for Research and Retention)  

The presentation provides graduate students with a strategic plan of action that transports them from 

the inception of their programs to graduation and - finally - into their professional careers. 

 

2:15 – 3:15 p.m. – Marketing Your Graduate Degree: Strategies for a Successful Career Planning (By 

Nannette McCleary Shaw and Marsha Boettger, MCDA) 

Nannette McCleary Shaw (Wayne State University) and Marsha Boettger (Chrysler LLC - Retired) are 

Board Members of the Michigan Career Development Association.  MCDA is an association of 

professionals who provide career development services in a variety of settings including education, 

business, community service agencies and government organizations.  Learn from the unique 

perspectives of both an academic and business insider who collaborate in this session to provide you 

with the best and latest insight, information and resources you need to conduct a successful job search 

and to continue your career planning and development. 

3:15– 3:30 p.m. – Break (light refreshments provided) Main lobby 

 

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. - Resume Writing (by Lynn Kelly-Albertson, Executive Director, WMU Career & 

Student Employment Services - CSES) 

Tips on resumes; when to use a resume and when to use a curriculum vitae. 

 

 

You must RSVP for GPDD! Here's how: 
Go to http://www.broncojobs.wmich.edu/  

Click on ‘BroncoJOBS’ 

Log in or create a new free account 

In the 'Calendar' Box on the left side, click on 'Career Program' link 

Choose óGraduate Professional Development Dayô and click on ‘Sign Up’ 
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Bowling and Karaoke Night at Airway Lanes 
 

Come join your fellow graduate students for a night of fun at Airway Lanes! We’ll 
be there on March 29th, 2008 from 9:30 p.m. until 12:30 a.m.!   
This event will include: unlimited cosmic bowling, karaoke, laser tag, bumper car 
rides, billiards, shuffleboard, and a limited number of game tokens to enjoy in 
the arcade.  Bring your appetite too, because pizza, tacos, snacks, and pop will 
also be provided!  Family members are welcome to attend this event.   
 
Be sure to RSVP early, because capacity is limited to 150 people.  To RSVP, 
please send your name and the names of any family members who plan on 
attending to gsac@wmich.edu with the subject line “Bowling Night RSVP”.   
 
Airway Lanes 
5626 Portage Road 
Portage, MI, 49002 
http://www.airway-lanes.com/ 

mailto:gsac@wmich.edu
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2nd Annual  
RESEARCH & CREATIVE ACTIVITIES DAY 

Friday, April 11, 2008 
Fetzer Center 

 
The Research Policies Council along with the Graduate Student Advisory Committee 
(GSAC), Graduate Studies Council, the Office of the Vice President for Research and the 
Graduate College are pleased to announce the  
2

nd
 Annual Celebration of Research and Creative Activities! 

 
The day will include morning poster and display sessions highlighting the work of both 
graduate students and faculty. The morning session will be followed by keynote talks given 
by University Emerging Scholars and an awards ceremony to recognize the outstanding 
graduate student posters and displays.   
 
We invite chairs and graduate directors to nominate up to two doctoral students per program 
to present their work as a poster or static display at this event.  Nominations should be sent 
to Walt Worthy (walter.worthy@wmich.edu;  387-8282)  by Thursday February 28, and 
include the studentôs name, department or program, title of the work to be presented and 
mentorôs name.  Details concerning schedule, poster/display format and judging criteria will 
be forthcoming. 
 
We are excited about being able to once again showcase some of the graduate student and 
faculty outstanding research and creative works ongoing on campus and hope that you will 
be able to take part in this celebration. 

 


