WMU College of Health and Human Services
CHHS SHORTS, Fall 2010


Welcome Back!

Hello, College of Health and Human Services (CHHS) students, faculty and staff. 

While we are a ways into Fall Semester 2010 and looking forward to many good times,

this edition of CHHS Shorts covers the past—Spring and Summer I and II.

But, we’ll start with some random photos from 

Dean Washington’s welcome back pizza party held Thursday, September 9, 2010!

 

CHHS — COLLEGE — NEWS 
In March an interdisciplinary team presented on the current state of assistive technology/augmentitive communication for Terry Cleary, a man with locked-in syndrome for Spring 2010 Grand Rounds. 

 

WMU occupational therapy students first connected with Mr. Cleary as a result of an assistive technology class assignment. Their meeting extended the relevance of the 2009 CHHS Book Read selection, “The Diving Bell and the Butterfly,” about a man with locked in syndrome, and set the students in motion to find ways to assist Cleary. An occupational therapist, a speech language therapist, an assistive technology company, and members of the community collaborated to help.

 

Cleary often expressed gratitude for the assistance, care, friendships and improved quality of life he experienced in what would be his last year. He passed away in March 2010 and is remembered well by his best friend Roxanne, students and many others who met and knew him.   

 

Congratulations to Deb Goostrey, CHHS coordinator of building services, who received the Spring 2010 CHHS Outstanding Customer Service Award at a potluck event hosted by CHHS Dean Dr. Earlie Washington on Friday, June 4. Deb was selected because, of all nominees, she best exemplified achievement of the following eight CHHS customer service goals:

 

 offer assistance to diverse groups with varying needs 

 introduce yourself (in person and on the phone) and identify your area (e.g. college dept/school) to 

   unknown callers and people 

 listen to people intently 

 let people know that their efforts are appreciated 

 follow-up if you refer someone to another staff member 

 solve problems and respond to complaints without blaming others 

 respond to inquiries and requests the same day if possible

 if possible, escort people who ask for directions to their destination.
During the potluck celebration, Deb was presented with a clock that will rest on her desk until the next recipient is selected. She also received a certificate and an award of $250. 

 

The CHHS Outstanding Customer Service Award is part of a systematic, ongoing program to encourage extraordinary customer service, create a welcoming environment, and improve performance through staff development trainings and other offerings. Previous Outstanding Customer Service Award recipients are Joyce Gard and John Stanford (2007),  Deborah Rhoderick and Jeannyne Depoian (2008), and Nancy Kibler and Judy King (2009).

CHHS — COLLEGE — NEWS (cont’d)

Preston W. Hicks, Ph.D., LPC, development director at CHHS, presented research at the National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA) conference in Chicago this past March. The research, entitled Toward Demystifying Multicultural Affairs: A Decade-Long Cohort Study, explored the perceptions and efforts of diversity and inclusion administrators, which influenced job satisfaction and performance. 

College of Health and Human Services’ Learning Resource Center (LRC) former manager Margie Springer nominated LRC student employees Sedric Stokes and Pulkit Patel for the 2010 Student Employee of the Year Award. Stokes and Patel were honored for the nomination at the Nominees Reception on February 18. The award and reception were sponsored by Career & Student Employment Services.

Phil Walcott, anatomy instructor and academic coordinator for the WMU physician assistant program, was selected to receive the 2009-2010 College of Health and Human Services (CHHS) Teaching Excellence Award. Phil’s nominators cited his teaching excellence in all three areas of award criteria: classroom teaching, creative/innovative work as regards teaching, fieldwork, or supervision, and teaching that involves interdisciplinary or collaborative activity.

 

CHHS Dean Earlie M. Washington carries out the CHHS Excellence in Teaching Award as part of a broader employee recognition program in recognition of teaching excellence as a tradition and hallmark of CHHS. 

 

In 1989, at the age of 35, Jeff Cox suffered a stroke after his morning run that left him unable to speak, read or walk. Applying his characteristic discipline and determination to his recovery—and with the help of dedicated health care professionals—he got back on his feet and back to painting, a life-long interest. His paintings were on exhibit in the College of Health and Human Services’ second floor art gallery in early 2010.   
Dr. Sharie Falan, assistant professor in Bronson School of Nursing (BSON), and Dr. Bernard Han, professor in Business Information Systems, are leaders of the new Center for Health Information Technology Advancement (CHITA).  CHITA was created through a collaboration between BSON in the College of Health and Human Services and the Department of Business Information Systems at the Haworth College of Business.

 

One of the Center’s first initiatives is to provide WMU students with real world hands-on experiences. CIS undergraduates are working with BSON graduate students to study health care business workflow at Bronson Methodist Hospital. 

 

Students, faculty, staff and the community participated in the College of Health and Human Services third annual Book Read with this year’s selection, Mountains Beyond Mountains, by Tracy Kidder. The focus of the book is Dr. Paul Farmer—Harvard professor, renowned infectious-disease specialist, anthropologist, and MacArthur "genius" grant recipient.

 

Kidder chronicles the ways in which Farmer pursues his calling: to diagnose and cure infectious diseases and to bring the lifesaving tools of modern medicine to those who need them most
CHHS — COLLEGE — NEWS (cont’d)

The Carls Foundation of Detroit has given a $300,000 gift to the Western Michigan University Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology to provide expanded services and programs for infants and young children with hearing impairments, including those with cochlear implants, in the WMU Unified Clinics.

The Charles Van Riper Language, Speech and Hearing Clinics within the Unified Clinics will address this problem by offering programming services for cochlear implants, early intervention services for infants and children and professional training for speech language pathologists, audiologists and early interventionists.    

 

Photography by Michigan’s Children’s Trauma Assessment Center (CTAC) coordinator, Amy Mack and WMU faculty member Robin Pollens was featured at the July 9th Kalamazoo Art Hop, at the Unified Clinics (KCMS building). "Two Journeys" photography exhibit showcased striking images from Amy's LA to Boston bike tour and Robin's view of the scenic countryside of Ecuador.    

 

A $15,000 grant from Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan resulted in a summer camp at Western Michigan University that may have put a few highly talented, but underrepresented high school students on the fast track toward a career in health care.

Juniors and seniors from Kalamazoo Central, Fennville, Eau Claire and Benton Harbor high schools attended the camp June 21-25 on WMU's main campus. They were exposed to a multitude of health career opportunities and motivational sessions while staying in WMU residence halls and experiencing college life at a major university.

The camp was held in cooperation with WMU's Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs initiative and Division of Multicultural Affairs.    

 

NEWS FROM BLINDNESS AND LOW VISION STUDIES 
Northern Digital Inc. featured the research of Dr. Robert Wall Emerson, associate professor in the Department of Blindness and Low Vision Studies, in its online publication Life Sciences. Wall is using the Optotrak Certus Motion Capture System to perform experiments on how visually impaired people use the long cane for mobility. In 2009, he was asked to provide a form of validity check on a new device, the WiiCane, as part of a 24-month project being carried out by Touch Graphics, Inc. of New York City under funding from United States Department of Eduction, Office of Special Education Programs. The entire article can be found at http://www.ndigital.com/lifesciences/research-canestudies.php.   
NEWS FROM BRONSON SCHOOL OF NURSING
Dr.H. Zoeller, Director of WMU Bronson School of Nursing, is one of 17appointed to the recently established Michigan Nursing Education Council, a leadership group composed of nursing educators, nursing practitioners and policy makers who will act as an advisory board in the face of what is predicted to be a severe nursing shortage facing Michigan
NEWS FROM BRONSON SCHOOL OF NURSING (cont’d.)
Dr. Ruth Zielinski, assistant professor with WMU Bronson School of Nursing, wasof eight recipients of the ProQuest 2009 Distinguished Dissertation Awards from the Rackham Graduate School at University of Michigan (U of M).  
This award is given in recognition of the most exceptional scholarly work produced by doctoral students who completed their dissertations in 2009. Dr. Zielinski is the first nursing professional to receive this honor.   
Congratulations to the WMU Bronson School of Nursing (BSON), selected to receive the 2010 WMU Assessment Excellence Award, given annually to a unit which demonstrates a strong commitment to assessment as a method of improving program quality. The award was given for the work of the school’s faculty and Assessment/Evaluation Committee in making significant changes and improvements to the undergraduate nursing curriculum and developing and implementing a new tool for clinical evaluation of student learning.   
Kathleen Marchiondo, faculty specialist in Bronson School of Nursing, recently published the following article in the American Journal of Nursing: Marchiondo, K. (2010), Emergency: Recognizing and treating vasovagal syncope. AJN, 110(4), 50-53.   
Over the past months, Dr. Sharie Falan, assistant professor in WMU Bronson School of Nursing, has seen some very positive results from her diligent efforts. She had two articles accepted for publication in international journals: Using similarity theory to examine inconsistencies in nursing communication in Communications of the ICISA and Concept analysis of similarity applied to Nursing Diagnoses: Implication for educators in the International Journal of Nursing Terminologies and Classifications. Falan was also a significant contributor to a major national initiative in health informatics: Technology Informatics Guiding Education Reform, or the T.I.G.E.R. initiative. She is credited on page 24 and 25 of the T.I.G.E.R. Initiative Collaborative Report.   
 

WMU Brsonson School of Nursing (BSON) graduate Samantha Barrett, RN, BSN, and BSON Assistant Professor Dr. Mary Ann Stark co-authored an article that has been published in The Journal of Perinatal Education, Winter 2010, Volume 19, Number 1. The article is entitled Factors Associated With Labor Support Behaviors of Nurses.   
 

In March 2010, WMU Bronson School of Nursing (BSON) joined forces with Safe Kids Kalamazoo County and Kalamazoo County Elementary Schools to promote bicycle safety. Edison Environmental Science Academy and Spring Valley Elementary School are among the schools the BSON students visited, providing information to students about the structure of the brain and how it can be injured, the necessity of wearing a bicycle helmet— including a water melon drop demonstration with and without a helmet— how to wear a helmet correctly, helmet safety standards and rules of the road using hand & traffic signals. The elementary students received a helmet, provided by Safe Kids Kalamazoo County.
NEWS FROM BRONSON SCHOOL OF NURSING (cont’d.)
Each fall and spring, WMU Bronson School of Nursing students visit the Ecumenical Center (EC) in Kalamazoo as they complete community agency assignments as part of their Wellness Care of Seniors class. Faculty Specialist Patricia Fuehr, M.S.N. coordinated this program with the EC, and assigned nursing students Chelsea Carbonneau and Mary Beth Deschryver to work with EC seniors on Tuesdays. On Thursdays, Maria Dunning and Brian Meade were on site and worked under the tutelage of Faculty Specialist Kathleen Marchiondo, M.S.N. 

 

NEWS FROM OT
 

The following faculty presented at the 9th Annual Conference of the American Occupational Therapy Association in Orlando, Florida in April: Dr. Carla Chase with graduate students Katy Mann and Sarah Waseck, and faculty Dr. Ann Chapleau, and Dr. Jackie West-Frasier.   
Dr. Diane Dirette, Dr. Maureen Mickus and OT graduate student, Ms. Sarah Marzano presented at the 15th Congress of the World Federation of Occupational Therapists in Santiago, Chile in May. Dr. Dirette and Heather Edwards, a recent graduate of the Post Professional Masters Program, published an article in the April issue of Occupational Therapy in Health Care.   
 

Dr. Debra Hazel and Joel Phillips, a recent graduate of the Post Professional MSOT program, presented a poster session. Also, Dr. Hazel, along with Karen Kafantaris, MI AARP Associate State Director, and a group of OT students including Holly Adams, Anna Eggen, Kristen McCoy, and Liza Timmons presented Home Fit Program workshops at the Okemos (Michigan) Senior Center and for the University of Michigan Health System Senior Living and Housing Awareness Week.   
 

Dr. Carla Chase, assistant professor of the WMU Occupational Therapy (OT) program, worked with Shannin VanArk, an OT student, on a publication about the creative and functional use of space within homes. As part of her assessment, VanArk is studying the work of social activist and Unitarian minister Carolyn Bartlett Crane who lived in Kalamazoo in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Crane won the Better Homes Award in 1924 for her home design called Everyman's House.  Crane's work is housed in WMU's Regional Archives and her house still stands on Westnedge Avenue near Crane Park.   
 

Dr. Ann Chapleau, Assistant Professor in the WMU Occupational Therapy (OT) program, presented a research paper, Voices from the street: How structural and individual factors influence homelessness, at the 90th Annual American Occupational Therapy Association Conference in Orlando, Florida, on April 29.   
 

Twenty-seven occupational therapy students participated in the national Rebuilding Together blitz day on April 24, 2010, clearing sidewalks, removing an unsafe outbuilding, installing grab bars near the shower and planting flowers for a homeowner that is struggling with medical conditions that limit her mobility.

 

Rebuilding Together (RT) is a national nonprofit organization that has as its mission, “A Safe and Healthy Home for Every Person.
 

NEWS FROM OT (cont’d)
 

Liza Timmons was selected as the 2010 Presidential Scholar for the WMU Department of Occupational Therapy. Each year, faculty members from across the University select the most outstanding senior in their academic unit to receive this designation, the highest academic honor bestowed on WMU’s undergraduates. Selection is based on the students' general academic excellence, academic and/or artistic excellence in their majors, and intellectual and/or artistic promise. Scholars were recognized and awarded certificates at a dessert buffet reception hosted by President John Dunn.   
 

In March 2010, Debra Lindstrom-Hazel, professor in the WMU Department of Occupational Therapy, and Karen Kafantaris, Michigan AARP Associate State Director for Livable Communities, were presented with the AARP Member Value Innovation Award for their work in developing the Home Fit Program, a program that helps people over 65 evaluate whether their home “fits them for a lifetime.” Lindstrom-Hazel and Kafantaris were awarded $10,000 to further Home Fit for national dissemination.   
 

Jessica Diekema, a graduate student in Occupational Therapy, is the recipient of the Holland Hospital Scholarship, an award presented to a local student pursuing a career in health care.  

 

In addition, Ms. Diekema, a double major in Spanish, received the Premio sor Juana Ines de la Cruz award from the WMU Spanish Department. This non-monetary award is bestowed on graduate students who demonstrate outstanding academic performance and is named for Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz (1648 -1695), a self‐taught scholar, poet of the Baroque school, and nun of New Spain.   
 

Department of Occupational Therapy (OT) alumna Heather Edwards, MS DipCOT and Dr. Diane Dirette, OT faculty member, have co-authored and published the following article: Edwards, H. & Dirette, D. (2010). The relationship between professional identity and burnout among occupational therapists. Occupational Therapy in Health Care, 24(2), 119-129. Heather is currently employed at the Sunnyside Royal Hospital in Angus, Scotland.  This paper was revised from Ms. Edwards' master's thesis which examined the results of the Maslach Burnout Inventory and a Professional Identity Questionnaire with 126 practicing occupational therapist.   
 

Dr. Carla Chase, assistant professor in the WMU Occupational Therapy Department, has been named as WMU's alternate Institutional Representative to the Association for Gerontology in Higher Education (AGHE). Dr. Donna Weinreich, associate professor, School of Social Work, is WMU's Institutional Representative. Drs. Weinreich and Chase were program co-chairs of AGHE 's 36th Annual Meeting and Educational Leadership Conference held in Reno Nevada March 4 through March 7 this year. WMU faculty interested in gerontology and geriatrics are invited to contact Drs. Weinreich or Chase in order to develop campus-wide focus and action in aging studies.   
 

WMU occupational therapy graduate student Sarah Marzano recently received a Thurgood Marshall Fellowship, a prestigious award given to a student from an under-represented population who has demonstrated exemplary academic achievements and character. She will receive a salary and stipend for one academic year, with the possibility of renewal for an additional year. The fellowship reflects the values and accomplishments of Thurgood Marshall, the first black Justice of the US Supreme Court.
 

NEWS FROM OT (cont’d)
 

Dr. Ben Atchison, professor in occupational therapy, presented a session at the National Children’s Traumatic Stress Network in New Orleans in March, entitled Neurodevelopmental Trauma Assessment Training, which described the design and implementation of an online, self paced assessment training course. This course is part of a project funded by SAMHSA to develop and sustain trauma informed child welfare system change in various counties in Michigan.   
 

Dr. Maureen Mickus and occupational therapy graduate student Kristen Schetzsle led an interdisciplinary group of 11 CHHS students on a ten-day trip to Ireland and Northern Ireland this spring semester, 2010. This is the third year the elective course titled International Perspectives on Care of the Older Person has been offered. During the trip, students interacted with Irish students at the University of Ulster, participated in clinical experiences throughout Belfast, and visited older adults in the community and various nursing homes. In addition, students experienced a range of cultural activities, including tours and an evening of Celtic music, storytelling and dance. Andy Hilliard from County Donegal is pictured left of center with WMU students at a peat bog site from which peat was recently harvested and used for turf fires in Ireland. 

 

                    NEWS FROM PH.D. IN INTERDISCIPLINARY HEALTH SCIENCES

 

WMU Interdisciplinary Health Sciences Ph.D. program alumna Dr. Diane Jones has been appointed to the position of System Integration Leader, Department of Mid-Level Providers at Saint Joseph Mercy Health Systems (SJMH) in Ypsilanti, Mich. She completed her training as a physician assistant at Cornell University Medical College and came to SJMH in 1989 as a physician assistant in cardiothoracic surgery. In her new role, Jones will function as the administrative lead for physician assistants and nurse practitioners in the specialties of internal medicine and surgery at SJMH hospitals in Ann Arbor, Saline and Livingston.   
 

Theresa Green, who is pursuing her Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Health Sciences at WMU, was recently awarded a scholarship for Outstanding Work in the Field of Public Health Systems Research (PHSR) from AcademyHealth and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Green was selected for her research that shows potential to advance the understanding of public health systems by highlighting the diversity of research interests that broadly constitute the field.

 

The $1,000 scholarship funded her attendance by invitation to AcademyHealth’s Annual Research Meeting and the PHSR Interest Group Annual Meeting, June 27-30 in Boston where she presented a research poster for her project.   
 

Interdisciplinary Health Sciences Doctoral Program alumna Dr. Barbara Cliff—and Dr. Laura Morlock and Dr. Amy Curtis, members of her dissertation committee—have published an article entitled Is There an Association Between Risk Perception and Disaster Preparedness in Rural US Hospitals? in the journal Prehospital and Disaster Medicine. Cliff is President and CEO of Windber Medical Center in Windber, Pa.

 

Dr. Cliff also published the following article in Frontiers of Health Services Management: Cliff, B. (Summer 2010), The Leadership Journey of Patient-Centered Care, FHSM, 26(4), 35-39.   

 

NEWS FROM PH.D. IN INTERDISCIPLINARY HEALTH SCIENCES (cont’d)

 

On March 18, Western Michigan University (WMU) students played a prominent role in Youth Legislative Day (YLD), a state-wide event that offers young people the opportunity to introduce bills, hold committee meetings and debate mock legislation on the floor of the Michigan House of Representatives. Voices for Michigan’s Children has sponsored this hands-on approach to teaching the legislative process to youth since 2001. This year’s YLD focused on issues related to youth health and is co-sponsored by the School Community Health Alliance of Michigan (SCHA-MI), WMU and the WMU College of Health and Human Services (CHHS).
 

Doctoral student Angelique Day coordinated the event, and  her WMU students in her health policy class were among 80 youths from across Michigan gathered for YLD. 

 

Also, an article co-written by Ms. Day and Michigan State University social work assistant professors Joanne Riebschleger and Marya Sosulski has been published in the January–March 2010 issue (Volume 91, Number 1) of The Journal of Contemporary Social Services. The article is entitled Parents Describe Finding Income and Resources for their Medicaid-Eligible Children With Disabilities. 
 

In addition, Ms. Day is one of only 20 emerging policy and advocacy leaders selected from a pool of candidates from across the country to participate in the National Women's Law Center Progressive Leadership and Advocacy Network (PLAN).   
On Friday, July 30, the Ph.D. Program in Interdisciplinary Health Sciences hosted the 2010 Interdisciplinary Doctoral Research (IDR) Conference at the WMU College of Health and Human Services. At the conference, IHS graduate students presented their research practicum studies orally and made poster presentations of their dissertation progress.

 

At the IDR, A panel of judges selected, Stephanie Combs, PT, MS, NCS, Assistant Professor with the University of Indianapolis’ Krannert School of Physical Therapy, to receive the R.C. Wardley Award for the Best Scientific Poster and Michelle Suarez, MOT,OTR, to receive the Pisaneschi Prize for the highest level of research presented in the oral format.   
NEWS FROM PA
Members of Western Michigan University's Chapter of SAAAPA attended the AAPA's 38th Annual Conference in Atlanta, Georgia held May 29 - June 2, 2010. SAAAPA administrators, in conjunction with the PA Foundation, organized a Philanthropic Children’s Book Drive.  They requested SAAAPA chapters around the country collect new and gently used children's books in both English and Spanish.  Books were donated and purchased by PA students, faculty and staff.  Over 815 books were distributed to various organizations in Atlanta in hopes to foster childhood literacy.  

 

The PA students were also able to earn an invitation to participate in the National Medical Challenge Bowl at the AAPA conference.  In order to qualify for the event rigorous standards must be met which include: election of 11 SAAAPA officer positions, all of whom must be AAPA student members, full attendance at the 2 day Assembly of Representatives meeting, and a combined 65% student membership in the AAPA.

 

WMU was the only PA program from the state of Michigan to qualify for the Challenge Bowl
 
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

 

On Thursday, March 18, the School of Social Work hosted the Community Forum: The Challenges of Service Delivery During Tough Economics Times. The forum featured a panel of community leaders including Jennifer Fechter, Tri-county Head Start; Phil Boothroyd, Ministry With Community; Vicki Martin, Senior Services, Inc.; and Phyllis Senesi, Catholic Family Services.   
 

School of Social Work students Nicki Lynn Hurley and Ramona Lumpkin were recently named 2010 Whitney Young Scholarship recipients. A committee of faculty and staff selected them based on their representation of Whitney Young’s ideals in scholarship, community service, awards and recognitions, and social justice leadership roles.

 

The Whitney Young award ceremony was held on March 23 at CHHS and featured keynote speaker Rozell “Prexy” Nesbitt.  At the event, Hurley and Lumpkin were formally recognized and awarded a certify

       cate and monetary stipend.   
 

In February 2010, the School of Social Work presented its 10th Annual Social Work Agency Career Fair at CHHS.  The event offered information about volunteer opportunities, explore field placement possibilities, connect with potential employers, network with future colleagues and learn about community resources.  For more information, call 269-387-3206 or email swrk-field@wmich.edu.   
 

Dr. Robin McKinney, associate professor in the WMU School of Social Work presented Just Us For All: Racial Disparities in the Juvenile Justice System with M.S.W. student Bryan Warner at the National Association for Ethnic Studies Conference in Washington DC in April 2010.   
 

NEWS FROM SPEECH PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY

 

Several speech pathology and audiology students have been recognized for academic accomplishments.  Tracy Barsheff received the James Jerger Award—a certificate and $500 cash—for her presentation at an AAA meeting in San Diego, Calif. Tracy is also a Departmental Scholar for 2009-10 and was recognized at the graduate school's reception to honor Graduate Research and Creative Scholars on April 22.   
 

Joyce Irvine is the Departmental Scholar in the Speech-Language Pathology Master's program and was recognized at the same event for her poster "Comparing Student, Parent, and Teacher Responses on a Language and Literacy Questionnaire." Also, at the Fourth Annual WMU Research and Creative Activities Poster Day on April 9, audiology graduate student Kristy Deiters presented "Daily Sound Exposure among College-Level Musicians" mentored by Dr. Greg Flamme, and Michelle Magalski presented her thesis research in "A Sentence Combining Task: Scoring Methods for Differentiating Abilities" mentored by Dr. Nicki Nelson. Both Deiters and Magalski received monetary awards.   
 

In late 2009, audiology students and the National Student Speech, Language and Hearing Association chapter raised $2,531 to support surgical instruments not provided through Smile Train for plastic surgeries at the J. Watumull Global Hospital Research Centre in Mt. Abu, India. These funds were transferred in conjunction with the humanitarian visit by Dr. Bharti Katbamna and Donna Oas to the Mt. Abu hospital in December 2009, during which they provided speech-language pathology and audiology services to patients. Katbamna and Oas  presented information about their trip to students on February 12.   
NEWS FROM SPEECH PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY (cont’d.)

 

The end of the spring semester 2010 brought several recognitions and honors to speech pathology and audiology students and alumni. Undergraduate Briana Chapman was selected as the 2010 Presidential Scholar for the WMU Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology (SPPA). Recent SPPA graduate Katherin L. Smoes, M. A., CYF-SLP has been selected as a Fulbright-Hays scholar with the Cultural Connections Transnational Curriculum Development Project co-directed by Dr. W. F. Santiago-Valles (Africana Studies) and Dr. Yvette D. Hyter (Speech Pathology & Audiology). As a Fulbright-Hays scholar Ms. Smoes is conducting comparative research in West Africa and the U. S. Midwest, focused on the consequences of globalization for literacy practices and policies. Upon her return to the U. S., she and 12 other scholars collaboratively developed intervention plans, policy alternatives, and curriculum units incorporating information learned while in West Africa to the ongoing work in the Midwestern region of this country.   
The Michigan Speech-Language-Hearing Association (MSHA) awarded Sandra O. Glista, CCC-SLP, Master Faculty Specialist in the Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology at Western Michigan University, the Honors of the Association on March 26, 2010, during the MSHA Annual Conference in Kalamazoo, Michigan. This award, MSHA's highest honor, was presented to Ms. Glista at the MSHA Awards Luncheon.  The MSHA Honors Award recognizes sustained, outstanding accomplishments in the profession of speech, language and hearing.  It is conveyed to individuals who actively demonstrate their expertise through ongoing service which directly benefits MSHA and the field as a whole, and has a significant impact on persons with communication impairments.   
 

Dr. Greg Flamme, associate professor in speech pathology and audiology, has been awarded a large research contract by the National Institutes of Occupational Safety and Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to study how much the results of hearing tests change within a two-week period. He sought male volunteers, ages 20-59, who could attend five appointments at WMU in a two-week time frame. Participants completed surveys and hearing tests and wore a small device that measured noise dose. For more information about the study, call (269) 387-7331 or send a message to sppa-hearinglossprevention@wmich.edu.   
 

Western Michigan University (WMU) Speech Pathology and Audiology (SPPA) student Megan Kovach was among the first to receive a scholarship from the Michigan Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation (MSHF). She was honored along with five other students from Central and Eastern Michigan Universities and Michigan State and Wayne State Universities at MSHF’s first annual dinner and awards celebration on March 26, 2010. The invitation only event was held at the Ladies Library Association (LLA) in Kalamazoo.   
Honors, publications and presentations from faculty members of the Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology include the following: Dr. Bharti Katbamna, (far left)  received the Distinguished Alumni Award from the University of Cincinnati Department Of Communication Sciences and Disorders in May.   
Department Professor and Chair Dr. Ann Tyler (center)  published the following: Ann A. Tyler & Toby Macrae (2010). Stimulability: Relationships to other characteristics of children’s phonological systems, Clinical Linguistics & Phonetics, Vol. 24, 300-310.
NEWS FROM SPEECH PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY (cont’d.)

 

Dr. Helen Sharp, associate professor, presented “Moral Distress in the Context of Interdisciplinary Team Care” at a conference—Recognizing and Managing Moral Distress in Rehabilitation—at the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago in April 2010.  She also presented “Speech, Language and Communication Considerations” at a conference—Developmental Disabilities—at Michigan State University.   
 

On Friday, February 19, College of Health and Human Services hosted an information open house for prospective speech pathology and audiology graduate students. Dr. Mick Hanley, former department chair, presented information on the legacy of Charles Van Riper and the department’s history.   
On May 21, Dr. Yvette Hyter, SPPA associate professor was honored as the feature presenter at the University of Minnesota’s annual Edwin. H. Eddy Lecture. This prestigious event features nationally known experts in the field of speech pathology and audiology. Dr. Hyter's presentation, “Social Communication Assessment and Intervention for Children Affected by Prenatal Alcohol Exposure, Abuse, or Neglect,” described her research activities with the WMU Children's Trauma Assessment Center. 

 

Dr. Hyter also traveled to Athens, Greece in August 2010 to deliver two papers at the triennial congress of the International Association of Logopedics and Phoniatrics (IALP). There she was appointed to the position of Chair for the Child Language Committee in this international organization.   
 

Dr. Ann Tyler, speech pathology and audiology chair, co-authored the following articles: Tyler, A. A. & Haskill, A.M. (2010). Morphosyntax Intervention. In A.L. Williams, S. McLeod, & R.J. McCauley (Eds.), “Interventions for Speech Sound Disorders in Children” (pp. 355-379). Baltimore, MD: Brookes Publishing, and Tyler, A. A. (2010). Subgroups, Comorbidity, and Treatment Implications. In R. Paul & P. Flipsen (Eds.), “Speech Sound Disorders in Children: Essays in Honor of Lawrence D. Shriberg.” Plural Publishing, Inc.   
 

Speech Pathology and Audiology Associate Professor Dr. Helen Sharp was recently selected to receive the 2010 Lee Honors College Faculty Fellow Award. This award is given to members of the WMU academic community who extend their expertise and passion for student success to the students of the Lee Honors College. Sharp was formally presented with the award at the Lee Honors College graduation ceremony held Friday, April 30 in the Bernhard Center. 

 

 

