
A “Monumental Moment” for the WMU Occupational Therapy Program 
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Above left, OT students surround donors Fred Sammons, center, and Barbara Rider on his left. Above right, students, faculty, staff 
and visitors line hallways and stairways.       
 

 On Wednesday November 9, 2011, history was made as the WMU Occupational Therapy Depart-
ment (OT) announced the long-awaited “Monumental Moment”. The historic event celebrated $2 million dol-
lars donated by Barbara Rider and Fred Sammons to advance the OT. According to the WMU News, “The 
gift is the largest cash gift ever to the College of Health and Human Services from individual donors, and is 
tied for 10th on WMU's all-time list of cash gifts in the University's 108-year history.”  

 The expansive ceremony mirrored the significance of the announcement, but it was the generous 
donation and enthusiasm from both Barbara Rider and Fredrick “Fred” Sammons that took center stage. 
Barb and Fred are both long-standing supporters of the WMU Occupational Therapy Program.  

 Rider is a professor emerita and the past chair of WMU OT. She is well respected as a researcher, 
therapist, and consultant. Amazingly, Barbara is still leaving a lasting impact on students by visiting classes 
and sharing her knowledge of occupational therapy.   

 Sammons is the founder of Sammons Preston Inc., the biggest manufacturing company supplying 
rehabilitation supplies and equipment around the world. He is a Fellow of the American Occupational Thera-
py Association and is one of six honorary life members of the professional organization.  

 The $2 million dollar gift will be allocated to three separate projects, the first of which is $1.5 million 
for the Frederick Sammons Endowed Chair in Occupational Therapy. Another $250,000 will be set aside for 
innovative projects in the OT program. One of these projects will be the first online journal of occupational 
therapy to publish peer-reviewed articles with a focus on research, evidence-based practice, and furthering 
education in the occupational therapy field. Lastly, $250,000 will be used to create the Barbara A. Rider En-
dowed Distinguished Professorship in Occupational Therapy.  

 For many occupational therapy students, this was a proud moment. With the rich history and many 
groundbreaking moments surrounding our program, it’s amazing that we are one of the oldest programs at 
Western Michigan University, with our first graduating class composed of two students. The endowed gift is 
sure to bring great things to our program and make it not only the best in Michigan, but one of the top higher 
education occupational therapy programs in the United States. Truly, this is a monumental moment not only 
for students at Western, but for the occupational therapy profession as a whole. On behalf of all of the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff who work hard to support the program, we are honored and thank Barbara Rider 
and Fred Sammons for their generous donation and commitment to the Occupational Therapy Program at 
WMU. 


