WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

School of Social Work

EXEMPLAR SYLLABUS

SWRK 2100: Social Work Service and Professional Roles

Course Description
This course introduces students to the social work profession: its code of ethics, value base, commitment to social and economic justice, and historical development.  The course examines the evolution of social work as a profession, acquaints students with contemporary roles and fields of practice, and examines the profession’s responsibilities in the delivery of social work services to minority and majority groups in the public and private sectors. 
Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of the course the student should be able to:

1. Define the profession of social work and describe the role of the social worker in working with populations at risk in a variety of practice settings.
2. Articulate and explain the institution of social welfare and its relationship to social and economic injustices in society.
3. Demonstrate understanding of the impact of professional ethics, values and political beliefs upon social work with individuals, groups, and communities.  Recognize and begin to interpret potential value conflicts occurring in practice.
4. Demonstrate a beginning understanding of the role of the historical and political context in shaping the development of the profession of social work and social policy.
5. Show basic knowledge in the following aspects of social work:
a. The kinds of theory and information needed by social workers and ways to gather new knowledge.

b. The types of skills, methods, and roles used by social workers.

c. The types of settings in which social work is practiced.
6. Demonstrate an awareness of the interplay of psychological, sociological, cultural, political, biological, and economic factors in influencing human behavior (self and others).
7. Show awareness of the influence of discrimination (e.g., gender, race, class, sexual orientation, disability, religion) upon people’s lives.

Relationship to Other Courses
SWRK 2100 is the first course in the social work major and the first course in the undergraduate policy and macro practice sequence. It is a survey course that introduces students to the social work profession, as well as content covered in subsequent BSW courses.

Text
Van Wormer, K.  (2006).  Introduction to social welfare and social work: The U.S. in global perspective.  Belmont, CA: Thomson Learning, Inc.

Student Responsibilities

1.
Attendance and class participation are very important and will count significantly towards the final grade.

2.
There will be tests on October 3 and November 9 and a final examination.

3.
Since experience plays such an important role in social work practice, students will have the option of performing 15 hours of community service in place of the final examination.  Details will be explained in class.

4.
During the course of the semester some excellent speakers will be coming to campus and the community.  Since this is an excellent opportunity for learning, each student is required to attend two presentations during the course of the semester.  You will be expected to write a two-page paper summarizing the most important points the speaker made and your critique of those points.

Accommodation for Disabilities

Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact Ms. Beth Denhartigh at 387-2116 and/or at beth.denhartigh@wmich.edu at the beginning of the semester.  A disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the instructor.  For more information, please visit http://www.dsrs.wmich.edu/. 
Student Academic Conduct

You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate or Graduate Student Catalog regarding student academic conduct.  The web link is:   http://catalog.wmich.edu/content.php?catoid=1&page=09_students_rights_and_responsibilties.html#stud_acad_cond. These policies include cheating; fabrication, falsification and forgery; multiple submission; plagiarism; complicity; and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.
Class Schedule
Tuesday, Sept. 5
Introduction

Thursday, Sept. 7
Social Welfare and Social Work


Read:
Katherine Van Wormer, Introduction to Social Welfare and Social 
Work, Chapter 1




All readings are from this text unless otherwise noted.

Tuesday, Sept. 12
Social Welfare and Social Work




Read:  Complete chapter 1; be prepared to answer questions on p. 38.




Anniversary of 9/11.  Write page and a half essay on What We Have 




Learned and What We Should Learn.




Browse website www.peacefultomorrows.org
Thursday, Sept. 14
Voices for Creative Nonviolence




Guest Speakers




Browse website

Tuesday, Sept. 19
American Social values and Social Welfare




Read:  Chapter 2




Film: “Life and Debt”

Thursday, Sept. 21
American Social Values and Social Welfare (Cont’d)




Write a page and a half reaction to film.




Prepare questions on pp. 74-75.

Tuesday, Sept. 26
Emergence of Social Work




Read:  Chapter 3




Film: “The Inheritance”

Thursday, Sept. 28
Emergence of Social Work (Cont’d)




Write a page and a half reaction to film.




Prepare questions on pp. 124-125.

Tuesday, Oct. 3
Economic Oppression




Read:
Chapter 4



Film: “Guns and Greed”




TEST 1

Thursday, Oct. 5
Economic Oppression (Cont’d)




Prepare questions on pp. 164-165.

Tuesday, Oct. 10
Social Oppression




Read:  Chapter 5




Film:  “Citizen King”

Thursday, Oct. 12
Social Oppression (Cont’d)




Prepare questions on p. 252.

Tuesday, Oct. 17
Human Rights and Restorative Justice




Read:  United Nations Declaration of Human Rights




Appendix A




Browse websites

Thursday, Oct. 19
Human Rights




Read:  Chapter 6




File:  “The Outriders”

Tuesday, Oct. 24
Complete chapter on Human Rights




Prepare questions on p. 252.

Thursday, Oct. 26
Human Behavior in the Social Environment




Read:  Chapter 7




Film:  “Drop the Debt now”

Tuesday, Oct. 31
Complete chapter on Human Behavior in Social Environment




Prepare questions on pp. 297-298.

Thursday, Nov. 2
Child Welfare




Read:  Chapter 8




Film:  “Stolen Childhoods”

Tuesday, Nov. 7
Complete chapter on Child Welfare




Prepare questions on pp. 330-331.

Thursday, Nov. 9
Hunger and Human Rights




Read:  “Twelve Myths on World Hunger”




Browse website




TEST 2

Tuesday, Nov. 14
Health and Mental Health Care




Read:  Chapter 9

Thursday, Nov. 16
Complete chapter on Health and Mental Health




Prepare questions on pp. 367-368.

Tuesday, Nov. 21
Local Government and Social Welfare




Local government officials will visit.

Tuesday, Nov. 28
Care at the End of the Life Cycle




Read:  Chapter 10

Thursday, Nov. 30
Complete Chapter




prepare questions on p. 404

Tuesday, Dec. 5
The Question of Militarism




Film:  “Why We Fight”




Readings will be assigned.

Thursday, Dec. 7
Putting It All Together




Read:  Epilogue
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