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Course Description

This three-credit course is designed to increase students’ knowledge of research as a tool for social work practice.  Students will acquire the basic skills and knowledge to utilize existing social research for practice related decision making as well as the capacity to carry out systematic methods of inquiry in their practice setting.  The implementation of these research skills will enhance social service delivery and contribute to the knowledge of the profession.  The course also emphasizes program evaluation in human service organizations and the opportunity to integrate the content learned through experiential practice examples and applications in social work. Pre-requisites: ENGL 1050, SWRK 3500 and (any general statistics course). Co-requisites: SWRK 3510 and SWRK 4000.
	Cumulative Levels of Cognitive Learning

	BSW Course
	MSW Courses

	Knowledge: the ability to remember or bring to mind appropriate research knowledge and skill.
	SWRK 3650
	SWRK 6400
	SWRK 6420

	Comprehension: the ability to grasp the meaning of research knowledge and skill.
	
	
	

	Application: the ability to apply learned research knowledge and skill to social work practice scenarios.
	
	
	

	Analysis: the ability to break down research content (knowledge and skill) into its component parts and understand their function in terms of improving social work practice.
	
	
	

	Synthesis: the ability to put together various aspects of research knowledge and skill to form a new whole (e.g., research proposal, evaluation plan) in a manner that emphasizes creativity and reflects innovative ways of integrating research in social work practice. 
	
	
	

	Evaluation: the ability to judge the value of research for a given purpose based on sound criteria.
	
	
	


Course Objectives

1.
Apply science as a method for building social work practice. 
2.
Comprehend types of research and evaluation approaches used to build the social work knowledge base.
3.
Comprehend how to locate research and theoretical literature that informs social  work practice.
4.
Comprehend the elements and purposes of research questions and hypotheses.
5.
Comprehend how research designs (case-level and group-level) are used to answer specific questions about social work policy and practice.
6.
Apply sampling procedures in research and evaluation processes.

7.
Apply validity and reliability in measuring demographic, service, and outcome variables.

8.
Apply a variety of data collection methods and procedures as used in social work research.

9.
Comprehend how research is used to build an evidence-based practice framework.
10.
Comprehend research knowledge and skill to practice and program settings.
11.
Apply diversity, values, and ethics in social work research.
12.
Know how issues of policy, social justice, populations-at-risk, practice, and the social work profession interplay with research and evaluation processes.
13.
Know the basics of qualitative and quantitative data analyses.
14.
Know the elements of research and evaluation reports.
15.
Apply the role that research knowledge and skill has for critical thinking.
16.
Know about qualitative and quantitative software used for data analysis and presentation of research findings.
17.
Comprehend the basics of critiquing published research.
Relationship to Other Courses
Social work 3650 is the second course in a two-part research sequence for BSW students.  The first course addresses basic statistics and is taken outside the School of Social Work.  The basic statistics course prepares students for entry-level data analysis.  SW 3650 prepares students for entry level research methods specific to social work practice.  SW 3650 is related to its co-requisites, SWRK 3510 and 4000, in that students are afforded opportunities to develop and practice research methods that can be applied to their practice courses. 

Method

This course uses a seminar format with reliance on lecture, discussion, and small groups.

Required Texts

Williams M., Unrau, Y. A., &  Grinnell, R. M. (2005). Research methods for Social           Workers: 5th Edition. Peosta, IA: Eddie Bowers Publishing

Recommended Texts

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, D.C.: Author.

Bloom, M., Fischer, J., & Orme, J.G. (1999). Evaluating practice: Guidelines for the accountable professional (3rd ed.). Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Fischer, J., & Corcoran, K.J. (2000). Measures for clinical practice: Vol. 1, measures for children and families (3rd ed.).  New York: Free Press.

Fischer, J., & Corcoran, K.J. (2000). Measures for clinical practice: Vol. 2. Adults (3rd  ed.). New York: Free Press.

Gabor, P.A., Unrau, Y.A., & Grinnell, R.M. (1998). Evaluation and quality improvement in the human services (2nd ed. ). Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Gibbs, L. & Gambrill, E. (1999). Critical thinking for Social Workers (Revised Edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press

Posavec, E.J., & Carey, R.G. (1997). Program evaluation: Methods and case studies (5th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Royse, D. (1999). Research methods in social work (3rd ed. ). Chicago: Nelson-Hall.

Rubin, A., & Babbie, E. (2005). Research methods for social work (4th Edition ). Pacific Grove, CA: Wadsworth.

Student Responsibilities

Assumptions:  It is assumed that students have:

1. a willingness to take primary responsibility for their own learning,

2. an awareness of the importance of personal commitment to reading, thinking, and questioning, as well as to involvement in the classroom. 

Class attendance and participation: As this course builds weekly on the content of the previous week, attendance, promptness, and participation are required.  This includes being prepared to discuss key concepts from readings during each class session.  If you cannot attend a session, please leave me a voicemail message.  It is then your responsibility to seek the information you missed, including handouts.  Pagers and cell phones are disruptive to class discussions - please do not use these during class, and arrange coverage for your work responsibilities so that you will not need to be interrupted during class.  Beyond the first absence, each unexcused absence will result in a loss of 3 points from the final grade.

Accommodation for disabilities:  Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact Ms. Beth Denhartigh at 387-2116 and/or at beth.denhartigh@wmich.edu at the beginning of the semester.  A disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the instructor.

Professional writing:  Please use style from the American Psychological Association Publication Manual, 5th Edition (APA Manual).  The use of non-biasing language in your writing is required (see pp. 46-60 in the APA Manual for guidelines and suggestions).  Students are encouraged to contact the Writing Lab (1st Floor, Moore Hall) for assistance with grammar and writing style.

Academic honesty:  Academic honesty during testing periods and in the composition of assigned papers is expected.  It is expected that your writing will be your independent and autonomous work.  Please follow the APA Manual guidelines in quoting and citing the words and work of others.  If problems do come up for you regarding any aspect of the course, please talk with the instructor so that the problem(s) may be remedied.  The University’s policy on academic integrity will be strictly enforced. 

Assignments and Grading Criteria

Assignments

There are six short written assignments, each worth a maximum of 25 points.  Assignments are due on the day indicated.  The description of these assignments is included at the end of this syllabus.  

Quizzes

There are six quizzes, each quiz counts for a maximum of 25 points.

Research Proposal Critique

Each student will be expected to critique a research proposal for a maximum of 100 points.  The guidelines for critiquing the proposal will be distributed in week 9 of the course.

Grading
Grades will be determined based on the following point values and scale:

Assignments (25 pts. each)

150

Quizzes (25 pts. Each)


150

Proposal
Critique 

        
100
Total





400

Grade Ranges

A
=
94-100

BA
=
88-93

B
=
82-87

CB
=
76-81

C
=
70-75

DC
=
65-69

D
=
60-64

Course Outline

Week 1
Introduction and Overview of Course



Chapter 1  

Week 2
Chapters 2-3 Positive and Interpretive Knowledge

Week 3
Chapter 4 Research Ethics

Quiz # 1 on Chapters 2-3, The Role of Critical Thinking in the Helping professions ( Gibbs, page 3-26)  Homework Assignment 1 Distributed

Week 4
Research Questions and Research Studies



Home work #1 Due from Gibbs Text



Topic for Assignment # 3 Due

Week 5
Chapter 5 Measuring Variables



Quiz # 2 (Chapter 4)

Week 6
Chapter 6 Measuring Instruments



Quiz # 3 (Chapter 5)

Homework Assignment # 2 Distributed (evaluating measurement instruments)

Week 7
Chapter 7 Selecting Research Participants



Homework Assignment # 2 Due

Week 8
Chapter 8 Case Level Designs



Quiz # 4 (Chapter 7)

Week 9
Chapter 9 Group level Designs



Quiz # 5 (Chapter 8)

Week 10
Chapter 10 Collecting Quantitative Data



Quiz # 6 (chapter 9) 
Homework # 3 Distributed







Week 11
Chapter 11 Collecting Qualitative Data



Homework Number 4 Distributed  



Homework # 3 due

Week 12
Chapter 12 Selecting a Data Analysis



Homework # 4 due



Report Writing



Homework # 5 Distributed 

Week 13
Chapter 13 & 14



Data Analysis



Homework # 5 due



Homework # 6 Distributed (Gibbs 41-45, 58-63)

Week 14
Data Analysis Continued



Homework # 6 due

Week 15
Final Project Due
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Written Assignments

You are asked to complete six written assignments due throughout the semester.  These assignments will provide you the opportunity to plan a research project in your area of interest.  It is important that you select a specific enough area so that you will be able to complete each assignment.  The assignments build on each other, and you will have a chance to use the feedback from each assignment to help you plan for the next.  

I expect that these assignments will be a work in progress, and I do not expect you to write the perfect research proposal (it doesn’t exist, by the way!).  I will evaluate the amount of effort and detail you have put into each of these assignments.  Please do not exceed the page limit - organize your thoughts planfully – shorter may actually be better quality if it is organized and written well.  For each of these assignments, please use 12 point font and 1 inch margins.  

Assignment #3: Problem Description (2-3 pages)









1.  Describe a research problem in your area of interest (this could relate to your current field placement).  Describe the problem, citing literature that discusses the problem or describes research in this area.  

2.  Cite 3 references to articles that describe the theory of this problem (e.g., what theories have been cited to explain the cause or continuation of this problem) and/or the practice issues related to this problem area (e.g., the impact of this problem on personal or organizational functioning).

3.  Briefly describe the ethical issues to be considered in doing research in this area (after reviewing the course readings for this section).  

   12 pts. 
description of the problem (detail, thoroughness)

why is this of social work interest?

what difference would solving this problem make for our social work practice?

what does the literature say about this problem?

what theories are cited to explain this problem?

9 pts.

description of ethical issues (detail, thoroughness)

which ethical issues apply to planning research in this area?

what cautions would you need to take to do this research?

  4pts.

writing (grammar, spelling, clarity, conciseness, APA style for 5 citations)

____

  25

Assignment # 4: Developing Research Questions (2-2½ pages)


1. Write 2 research questions that you could study in the problem area you described for Assignment #1.  

2. For each research question, write 1-2 hypotheses about what you expect your study to show.  

3. For each research question, write 1-2 paragraphs to explain why you selected your hypotheses, citing at least 2 references from the literature.  In this assignment your goal is to narrow down all the possibilities for research in your area to a few questions you could study first.  Be specific, keeping in mind that you have to be able to measure these questions (see assignments #3 and #4).  

4. Draw a model of what you are asking with your research question.

7 pts.
2 research questions (specific, focused, measurable)

5 pts.
1-2 hypotheses for each research question (specific, focused, depth)

5 pts.
rationale for hypotheses for each question (detail of rationale provided, supported with literature cites)

5 pts.
model of one research question (concepts are included, dependent and independent  variable are clearly identified) 

3 pts.
writing (grammar, spelling, clarity, conciseness, APA style for cites and references)

____

  25

� Adapted from Bloom, B. S. (Ed)., (1956). Taxonomy of educational objectives: The classification of educational goals: Handbook I, cognitive domain. New York: McKay.
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