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Course Description

This is the second course of the undergraduate social welfare policy sequence.  Its purpose is to introduce the subject area of social welfare policy as a central concern of social work.  The goals of the course are to help the student identify evolving socio-cultural and economic bases of social welfare in America, to gain understanding of the substance of particular social policy areas, and to learn to approach the study of social welfare policy within the context of analytic frameworks.  It pays attention to the impact of social policy on human service organizations analyzing the effects of specific policies on workers and clients.  SWRK 4020 places primary focus on the content of social welfare policy.  
Prerequisites: ECON 2010, PSCI 2000, Social Work Major, Senior status, SWRK 4000. Corequisites:  SWRK 4010, SWRK 4100.
Relationship to Other Courses
SWRK 4020, as the third course in the undergraduate policy and macro practice sequence, takes students beyond a general overview of the social work profession that was covered in SWRK 2100 (1st course in the sequence). It builds on SWRK 3000 (2nd course in the sequence), which provides students an historical framework for understanding the social work profession. Specifically, SWRK 4020 prepares students for analyzing social policy within organizational contexts. These analytical skills prepare students to further their knowledge and skill related to community level social work practice, as presented in SWRK 4600 (4th course in the sequence)

Students take SWRK 4020 following two micro practice courses (4000 Social Work Practice with Individual and Families and SWRK 4010 Social Work Practice with Groups and Organizations), thus ensuring that BSW students learn about micro, mezzo and macro practice frameworks. Moreover, SWRK 4020 is taken concurrently with SWRK 4010 (Field Experience and Seminar I) so that students have increased opportunity to integrate the theory of macro practice into their placement experiences.
Course Objectives
The student successfully completing the course should be able to:

1. Understand values, and ideologies apparent in the nation's political economy, particularly as related to social welfare policies and programs.
2. Identify the extent to which the many forms of discrimination (e.g., gender, race, class, sexual orientation, disability, religion) are evident in social welfare policies.

3. Identify the relationship between particular social change phenomena and social welfare policies and programs over time in this country and internationally.
4. Demonstrate an understanding of the role of values and ethics in the development of social policy. 
5. To identify the role of social work in the development of social welfare policies and services in the United States.
6. Describe the structure of social services and policy options.
7. Understand and apply policy practice skills that aim to promote social and economic justice among various client systems. 
8. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic process of policy development.
9. To apply a framework for analysis for a social welfare policy.
10. Describe and assess the effects of a new or existing policy and its potential impact on society in general and populations at risk in particular.
11. Demonstrate problem-solving skills as a response to ethical dilemmas in the implementation of social policy. 

Course Texts
Segal, Elizabeth, (2007).   Social welfare policy and programs.  N.Y.: Thompson/Wadsworth Publishers.

Shipler, David, (2005).  The working poor:  Invisible in America.  N.Y.:  Vintage Books.
Course Content

I.
Social Welfare as a Field.  What is Social Policy?

· Definitions and differing perspectives

· Four ways social policies are created

--   Legislation


--   Judicial decisions


--   Executive decisions


--   Ballot initiatives

II.
Social Work as a Professional Response to Social Problems and Policy Issues

· Characteristics of a profession

· The development of social work as a profession

· Social work as an institutional response to human need

III.
The Six Social Welfare Systems in the U.S.

· The income transfer system 

· The education system

· The housing system

· The health care system

· The employment system

· The social services system

IV.
The Structure of Benefits and Services in the Modern American Social Welfare Safety 
Net

V.
Key Themes and Issues in Social Policy Formulation and Analysis

· Universalism versus selectivity (service recipients as “residual” populations)

· Centralization versus decentralization

· Control

· Manifest and latent functions

VI.
Frameworks for Social Policy Analysis

· The social construction of reality and the sociology of knowledge: Perceptions, values, and paradigms as context for social problems and policy responses

· Basic characteristics of the policy analysis process

· Goals and objectives

· Services or benefits delivered

· Eligibility rules

· Organizational structure for delivering services

· Financing

· Two integrated frameworks for understanding and analyzing social policy

VII.
Discussions and Presentations of Social Welfare Policies in Substantive Field of Practice Areas: Poverty, Health, Mental Health, Child Welfare, Issues of Race and Gender in Social Policy Formulation (topics to change depending on substantive interests of students in the class)

Assignments and Grading
1.
Paper Number One:   Core American Values and Policy Responses
In this assignment, you are being asked to write two essays.

Essay One.  We have discussed the core value orientation --or  “American Creed”—that underpins and guides our society’s perception and response to social issues:  freedom, individualism, capitalism, the Protestant work ethic, the “rule of law” (equality and fairness), and optimism.  Discuss each of these core values and demonstrate how, together, they guide what our society cares about, perceives as a problem, and chooses to respond to.  Be specific and give examples of particular social problems to illustrate your points.  In closing, talk about how a different society or culture may have a different set of core values which may, in turn, give that society a very different perspective on what social behaviors to care about, define as “problems” and address through policy.

Essay Two.  Select a social issue at the national level that you think is important and warrants more attention.  Do the same for a different issue at the local, community level.  For each issue, provide a rationale on why it is meaningful and compelling for our society to pay attention.  In building your rationale, provide evidence (data) to support your position.  Articulate the values, or “normative” arguments, regarding why our society should care.  Identify how it is in our “self-interest” to respond.  In closing, discuss the benefits of responding to these issues (one national, one local) and, also, the costs of not responding.  This paper is to be six to eight pages in length (three to four pages per essay.)  The paper is to be typed, double-spaced, standard size type and margins, and fully proofread for spelling, grammar, and sentence construction (i.e., incomplete or run-on sentences.) This paper will count 25% toward the student’s final course grade.

2.
In-class Exam
There will be an in-class examination covering all the material covered in class and in the assigned readings.  This exam will count 35% toward the student’s final course grade.

A
93-100

BA
88-92

B
83-87

CB
78-82

C
73-77

DC
68-72

D
63-67

E
62 & below

3.
Social Policy Analysis Project
Students will select a social policy — either at the federal, state, or local level — in a substantive of field of practice area of interest to them and analyze this policy through the application of a clearly articulated and cohesive framework.  Students will have the opportunity to satisfy this policy analysis assignment either through a written term paper (approximately 10-12 pages in length) or through an in-depth classroom presentation (teams of two students will present together on a topic).  Further elaboration on the assignment and the two options available will follow.  The social policy analysis project will count 30% toward the student’s final course grade.

4.
Attendance and Participation
Attendance, being on time, and class involvement, including preparation, discussion, and professional, appropriate behavior, is important and will count 10% toward the student’s final course grade.

Accommodation for Disabilities

Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact Ms. Beth Denhartigh at 387-2116 and/or at beth.denhartigh@wmich.edu at the beginning of the semester.  A disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the instructor.  For more information, please visit http://www.dsrs.wmich.edu/. 

Student Academic Conduct

You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate or Graduate Student Catalog regarding student academic conduct.  The web link is:   http://catalog.wmich.edu/content.php?catoid=1&page=09_students_rights_and_responsibilties.html#stud_acad_cond. These policies include cheating; fabrication, falsification and forgery; multiple submission; plagiarism; complicity; and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.
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