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Course Description
This course will introduce the student to social work practice with child sexual abuse.  The course will present on overall understanding of the issue of child sexual abuse and its treatment within a community-coordinated system.  Both the clinical and administrative aspects of child sexual abuse are addressed.  Particular attention will be paid to systems advocacy and social workers’ issues in intervening with child sexual abuse.  Prerequisite:  SWRK 666 or permission of instructor.  

Course Objective
The student will demonstrate through class discussion, activities, and written assignments the ability to:  

1. Understand the history and pervasiveness of sexual abuse in the context of modern times. 

2. Understand the process of systems intervention with child sexual abuse (protective services, law enforcement, prosecution). 

3. Understand the importance of and identify the components of a community-coordinated systems approach to child sexual abuse treatment.  

4. Outline criteria for validating sexual abuse. 

5. Understand trauma theory and its relationship to sexual abuse. 

6. Understand assessment of each family member (child, non-offending parent, siblings, offender) within a family systems framework. 

7. Develop and maintain effective therapeutic relationships with involuntary clients. 

8. Develop specialized treatment plans for each family member (child, non-offending parent, offender) within a family systems framework. 

9. Demonstrate enhanced awareness of the impact and implications of differences in race, gender, age, sexual orientation, and culture as they impact assessment and treatment of sexual abuse.  

10. Describe a variety of family systems treatment models specific to child sexual abuse and understand the integration of individual, join, family, and group treatment for each family member. 

11. Outline and apply an offender cycle of sexual assault and relapse prevention plan. 

12. Understand the phenomenon of adult survivors and explore the issues that emerge throughout the life span. 

13. Demonstrate increased awareness of values, ethical decision-making, and social worker counter-transference with treatment of sexual abuse. 

14. Understand and define the policy implications of the mandatory obligation to report child abuse and be able to outline necessary information to complete an effective report.   

Books

Course Pack Available from Dollar Bill Printing at the Western Michigan Bookstore on the corner of Howard and West Michigan.

Silverman S. (1996) Because I remember terror father, I remember you.  Atlanta Georgia:  University of Georgia Press.

Faller

Cohen, J  Marrino, T., Deblinger, E  (2006)  Trauma Focused CBT and Traumatic Grief
Assignments

Weekly Journal





15pts
Two Insight Papers





30  15 pts each
Integration Paper of interest



25
Midterm






20
Final







20
Class Participation





10

Class Expectations


Class participation is necessary if this class is going to be valuable.  I learn from you.  You have much to share. I expect you to read the assignments. The content in this class is emotionally charged and challenging.  I honor that it may trigger emotions that are difficult to hold.  Memories may surface for yourself.  I am always available if class material precipitates overwhelming emotion that you need to process.  
If you cannot make it to class please call or email me.  James.henry@wmich.edu
More than one missed class will result in a loss of 5 points.

Assignments are due dates are flexible.  

I want you to do quality work in your writing.  I don’t want papers to be done poorly because you doing them for the sake of a grade and not to learn. Therefore you can miss one assignment and as long as your other papers are excellent you will receive an A/B.  If you miss two papers you will receive a B.  You can only miss two papers.  

I am hoping to do at least one exercise per class that provides insight and skill building.  

Week I 

History and Repression of Sexual Abuse

Week II 

Transference, countertransference, grief, and vicarious trauma

Bonello

Shay

Grief Article

Vicarious Trauma

Read first 100 pages in Silverman, Because I remember terror I remember you father.
Week III

Sexual Trauma

Hypersexualization

Trauma Bonding 
Read first 100 pages in Allison’s bookSilverman, 

Finish Silverman
Week IV

Interviewing and Disclosure
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