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Course Description
This course is an integrative seminar in the Policy, Planning, and Administration Concentration that focuses on the skills needed for participation in the development and implementation of social policy in program planning and executive positions in the human services environment.  The course focuses on technical and interactive aspects of practice, theoretical and ethical frameworks, and skills in the application of selected techniques of social policy practice.  
Prerequisite: SWRK 6100 or SWRK 6320 or Consent.
Relationship to Other Courses

SWRK 6700 is the second course in the graduate policy and macro practice sequence and prepares students is the advanced graduate-level policy course. It builds on knowledge and skills gained in SWRK 6100, which is the foundations policy course. 
Course Objectives
As a consequence of completing the course, students should accomplish several objectives: 

1. Engage in critical thinking to examine and appreciate differing positions on central social policy matters in the public arena, particularly as they relate to and affect populations at risk.

2. Synthesize political, economic, historic and cultural considerations –the “social context” of policy issues – into social welfare policy analysis.

3. Apply the understanding gained through these processes in developing policy responses to social justice and human needs at the national, community and organizational level.

4. Understand the mainstream institutional processes and mechanisms – legislation, judicial decisions, executive decisions, ballot initiatives – that are used in American society to create policy responses to social concerns.

5. Appreciate the role of the print and electronic media in providing information, and forming public attitudes that influence policy perceptions and decisions.

6. Understand the methods, strategies and tactics for effecting social policy and organizational change, including coalition building, advocacy, lobbying, testifying, and fund-raising.

7. Appreciate the relationship and the linkage between politics (methods) and policy (substantive positions.)

8. Participate in a specific effort for policy development or change using some of these political tools.

9. Understand the role of grassroots community organizing in highlighting social concerns and building political pressure on community institutions for policy response and action.

10. Demonstrate an awareness of the basic methods for evaluating policy outcomes and the significance of doing so.

11. Value the importance of ethics in the process of policy development and the political methods employed to achieve policy outcomes.

12. Gain cross-cultural perspectives on how other modern, democratic nations perceive and respond to human need and policy challenges in their societies.

13. Appreciate the essential need for inclusion and sensitivity to issues of poverty and discrimination (e.g., gender, race, class, sexual orientation, disability, religion) in a pluralistic society.

Required Texts
Berger, Peter L. & Luckman, Thomas, (1967).   The Social Construction of Reality.  New York, NY: Random House Books, Anchor Books Publishers.

Paul, Richard W. & Elder, Linda, (2002).  Critical Thinking:  Tools for Taking Charge of Your Professional and Personal Life.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Financial Times Prentice Hall Publisher.

Rockeymore, Maya, (2004).  The Political Action Handbook:  A How-To Guide for the Hip Hop Generation.  Washington, DC:  BCP Digital Printing—Fourth Generation Press Publisher.

Topics
Introductions and Review of Syllabus

Discussion of Where We’ve Been and What It Means to Have an Integrating Seminar

Mutual Expectations

Common Ground

· What is Policy and What are the Ways Policy is Created

· Central Themes in American Social Policy (Control, Centralization vs. Decentralization, Universalism vs. Selectivity)

· Conceptual Frameworks for Policy Analysis: Basic Differences in Their Orientation/Approach
Social Context of Policy Issues
· Sociology of Knowledge:  The Construction of Organization, Identity and Meaning
· The American Creed

· Core American Values and the City on the Hill:  Freedom, Individualism, Protestant Work Ethic, Rule of Law, Optimism

· Sociology of Knowledge and the American Creed

· In Communities:  “Archetypal Images” & Ideal Types

· Gemeinschaft  vs. Gesellschaft

· Present Day Red States vs. Blue States

· In Organizations:  Rugged Individualism meets the need for Bureaucratic Conformity
· Structure and Order

· Communication and Adaptiveness
· Pluralism and the American Experiment in the 21st  Century:  Formulating Policy for One America or Groups of Co-existing Americans?
Impact of Social Policy on Social Service Networks and Discrete Agencies

Organizational Policy :  Rules or Guidelines?, and their Relationship to Organizational Culture

· Differing Perspectives on Organization, Responsibility, Oversight and Accountability

The Power – or Limited Power – of Policy in your Agency Environment

· The Best Laid Plans of Mice and Men, the Personalities Assembled, or the Vagaries of a Shifting World?

The Psychological Dimensions of Policy

· The Psychology of Policy Implementation and Diffusion :  What Gets Accepted, What Gets Spit Back

· Changing Direction and Psychological Disequilibrium :  New Policies as the Third Rail.  Case examples from Bill Clinton (1993 Health Care Initiative) to George W. Bush’s Current Proposal to Privatize Social Security 
Evaluating Policy Outcomes

· Choosing Success Criteria :  Who Gets to Define What Matters?  Case example – Welfare Reform of the 1990’s.

· Lies, Damn Lies, and Statistics (Mark Twain):  The Challenging Blur Between Data, World Views, and Politics

Role of the Media in Affecting Policy :  Creating Perceptions, Creating Reality

· The “Fourth Estate” or Pandering to Power

A Cross-Cultural Perspective

· Differing Paradigms on Institutional vs. Individual Responsibility for Social Welfare

· Alternative Views/Methods for Formulating, Implementing, Assessing Policy

· The Benefits and Costs of Different Approaches

Advocacy, Policy and Social Justice
· Professional “Top Down” Approach – technical, empirical, bureaucratic, the “expert,” the “ insider”
· Lobbying

· Testifying before Groups, Legislative Committees on Policy

· Grassroots, Community-Based “Bottom Up” Approach – organic/local, political, the “activist,” the “outsider”
· Ballot Initiatives
· Town Hall Meetings, Indigenous Organizing

· Coalition Building

· Letter Writing Campaigns

· Protest, Rallies, Media Manipulation
Assignments
For this class, you will need to write two papers and give a thirty minute classroom presentation.

Paper One.  In this paper you will be writing a series of structured essays addressing the social construction of reality, core American values and the “American Creed,” and their effect on American policy approaches.
1) What do Berger and Luckman mean by the social construction of reality.  “Social” as opposed to what?  What are the roles of primary socialization, habituation, and secondary socialization in this context?

2) How does a social construction of reality give a collectivity of people boundaries, organization, identity and meaning?

3) Why is it necessary for collectivities of people to have stigma, scapegoating and the creation of an “other” to establish and reinforce these boundaries and identity for itself?

4) Under what circumstances does a collectivity perceive a group of “others,” outside its constructed boundaries, as sufficiently threatening to label them and stigmatize them as a social problem?  (For example, why were people taking drugs in America not designated and labeled as a social problem in 1930’s, the 1940’s, and 1950’s, while they were aggressively labeled and stigmatized as such in the 1960’s, 70’s, 80’s and 90’s?

5) What core values in the American collectivity would engender this response if threatened?

6) Once a group of “others” have been labeled, stigmatized and scapegoated --reinforcing the collectivity’s core values and identity – what is the role of “therapy” and “nihilation” in rehabilitating errant members (therapy as Berger and Lockman use it, not psychotherapy.)

7) Discuss social policy as an attempt at “therapy” and rehabilitation of “the other” back to the collectivity and its social construction of reality.  Why must society nihiliate those others who will not succumb to the process and who continue to insist that their social construction of reality is correct.
8) Discuss two groups in America who pose a series challenge to the legitimacy of core American values and who, therefore, draw concerted policy responses to address and manage them (for example, the poor.)  Think of “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.”

These essays should be as long as you need them to be to provide thoughtful, meaningful responses to these eight essay questions.  This paper will count 25% toward your final course grade.

Paper Two.  The second paper you are being asked to do is an exercise in critical thinking and intellectual empathy.  Select one of the following four topics for your paper:

1) Roe vs. Wade : Pro-choice vs. pro-life

2) Federal Welfare Reform Act of 1996 – T.A.N.F. and its reforms :  Pro vs. Con

3) Michigan Law (2004 Ballot Initiative) creating a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage :  Pro vs. Con

4) National health insurance for all Americans providing baseline health care as a right of citizenship :  Pro vs. Con

Write a paper constructing the arguments of the position you personally oppose.  Become familiar with the logic, values, perspective and evidence brought to bear for this position on the issue.  This paper should be approximately six pages long and should be informed by professional literature on your topic.  This is not simply an opinion paper; it should be clear that you have command of the content on this issue.  This paper, demonstrating your critical thinking and intellectual empathy for an important policy position on which you actually disagree, will count 25% toward your final course grade.

Policy Class Presentation.  You will need to give an individual, thirty minute class presentation on a policy topic that you are very interested in.  We will talk at length about this assignment and further guidelines will follow.  This presentation will count 30% toward your final course grade.

Class Attendance and Participation

Attendance, being on time, level of participation, and professional comportment in the classroom are very important for your learning and, accordingly, will count 20% toward the final course grade.

Accommodation for Disabilities

Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact Ms. Beth Denhartigh at 387-2116 and/or at beth.denhartigh@wmich.edu at the beginning of the semester.  A disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the instructor.  For more information, please visit http://www.dsrs.wmich.edu/. 

Student Academic Conduct

You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate or Graduate Student Catalog regarding student academic conduct.  The web link is:   http://catalog.wmich.edu/content.php?catoid=1&page=09_students_rights_and_responsibilties.html#stud_acad_cond. These policies include cheating; fabrication, falsification and forgery; multiple submission; plagiarism; complicity; and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.
