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                      SWRK 6920: Advanced Social Work Practice with Children
Course Description
This course provides students in the Interpersonal Practice Concentration with an opportunity to deepen their knowledge of advanced clinical social work practice with children and their families in a variety of practice settings, e.g., child guidance, mental health, child welfare, school, corrections, and medical settings.  This course builds on the content of SWRK 6660: Seminar in Individual Treatment, SWRK 6680: Social Treatment with Families, and SWRK 6380: Psychopathology for Social Work Practice, and meets the requirement for the advanced practice course in interpersonal practice.  Prerequisites: SWRK 6380 and SWRK 6660 and SWRK 6680

Course Objectives
Students will demonstrate through discussion, classroom exercises, and writing that they have:

1.
An understanding of selected theoretical approaches to treatment with children in social work settings.

2.
Knowledge about a range of practice settings in which social workers provide service to children and their families.

3.
An understanding of the basic issues of assessment and diagnosis, including an ability to make accurate assessments and informed decisions regarding treatment.

4.
Knowledge of and skill in a range of interventions based upon theories considered in the course.

5.
An ability to identify the specific needs of children with special problems considered in the course.

6.
An awareness of the personal responses and other variables which might affect their work with children.

7.
An awareness of the impact of cultural, racial, gender, and socioeconomic differences upon child development and upon the delivery of services to children and their families.

8.
An understanding of selected aspects and implication of evaluation on one's own practice in work with children.

9.
An awareness of the impact of policies on social work treatment with children.

10.
An awareness of and strategies for dealing with, transference and counter-transference.

11.        An exploration of the inner child and the roots of creativity.

12.    
Identify and analyze social work ethics and values as they apply to social work practice with children from diverse families and cultures.

13.        Demonstrate knowledge and skills in assessment and intervention with diverse populations of children and their families (e.g. gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, disability).

14.        Demonstrate knowledge and skills in assessment and intervention with children who are at risk or may be from an oppressed population. 


15.       Demonstrate awareness of the impact of institutional discrimination (e.g., gender, race, class, sexual orientation, disability and other forms of diversity) as it relates to working children and their families.

16.       Demonstrate knowledge of evidence-based practice methods and techniques to effectively work with children and their  families.

Student Responsibilities

Class attendance and participation: This course is a graduate practice seminar, therefore attendance, promptness, and participation is required. If you cannot attend class, please leave me a voicemail or email message. Being absent for more than one session will be considered excessive and will result in a loss of grade points. It is expected that students will arrive on time, and pagers and cell phones will be turned to silent.

Accommodations for disabilities: Any student with a documented disability (e.g. physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact Ms. Beth Denhartigh at 387-2116 and/or at beth.denhartigh@wmich.edu at the beginning of the semester. A disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the instructor.

Academic Integrity: You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Graduate Catalog (pp24-26) that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification, and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity, and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honestly prior tot he submission of an assignment or test.

Required Texts

1. Bradshaw, John. (1990). Homecoming: Reclaiming and Championing Your Inner


Child - New York, Bantam Books. ISBN #0-553-35389-6 (Paperback).

2. Friedberg, Robert D. and McClure, Jessica M. (2002). Clinical Practice of Cognitive


Therapy with Children and Adolescents: The Nuts and Bolts- New York, Guilford


Press. ISBN #1-57230-723-4 (Hardcover).

3. Mills, Joyce C. and Crowley, Richard J. (2001). Therapeutic Metaphors for Children​


New York, Brunner/Mazel, Inc. ISBN #0-58391-370-X (paperback).

4. Norton, Carol and Norton, Byron (2002). Reaching children Through Play Therapy:


An Experiential Approach- 2nd Edition. Denver, White Apple Press. ISBN #0​


9644849-4-3 (Paperback).

Evaluation

1. Personal Reflection Paper: Using the "Homecoming" book as your guide, address the following areas: your infant self, your toddler self, your preschool self, your school age self, and your adolescent self. Include the 5 index quizzes. For each self write a 2​-page letter from your adult self to that part of your inner child. Have your adult address the joys and pains of each part of you. Give to yourself what may have been

missing as a child (i.e. affirmations, permission for feeling a certain way). Tell yourself what you may have needed to hear. Be with your inner child during each

phase as a comforting adult. Due February 21, 2005
25 points

2. Treatment plan: Identify a child with a specific issue. Include all background and current, relevant information. Create a 6-session treatment plan to cover intake, address the child's issue and move toward termination. Each session should be 50 minutes in length. Identify specific interventions and give your rationale for each and what you hope to accomplish. Be detailed and specific. Minimum 5 pages.


Due March 28, 2005
25 points

3. Special Populations Presentation: Each student will choose a special population and present to the class the diagnostic criteria for that population and specific treatment ideas. You will prepare for each class member a copy of the intervention techniques for them to carry forth with them in their practice. 10 interventions are required. Come prepared to demonstrate one intervention.


Presentations April 11 and April 18, 2005
30 Points

4. During the course of the semester you will be participating in many role-plays and

experientials. Class participation is critical.
20 points

Grading Scale:

94-100 = A; 88-93 = BA; 84-88 = B; 79-83 = CB; 74-78 = C; 69-73 = DC; 64-68 = D; <64= E

Course Outline (may change)
Class 1 January 10



Introduction/Class Objectives Discovering your child within

Assignment: Personal insights on your child within. Due 2/21/05

Class 2 January 17



MLK Day Recess

Class 3 January 24



Child Centered Therapy, tools for the child therapist Role Plays and Experientials

Reading Assignment: Norton: pgs 1-105

- ​

Class 4 January 31


Intake

Role Plays and Experientials

Class 5 February 7



Assessment

Role Plays and Experientials

Assignment: Treatment Plan due 3/28/05 Reading Assignment: Norton: pgs. 108-157.

Class 6 February 14



Cognitive Behavioral Therapy The Stages of Therapy

Class 7 February 21



Metaphors in Child Therapy Metaphorical Stories Inner Child Paper Due

Class 8 February 28



SPRING BREAK

Class 9 March 7



The use of the Sandtray in Therapy with Children Role Plays and Experientials

Class 10 March 14



The use of Games and Books in therapy with children Role Plays and Experientials

Class 11 March 21



Using Art Media in Child Therapy Role Plays and Experientials

Class 12 March 28



Filial Therapy- Guest Speaker, Karen Renzema, RPT. Treatment Plans Due

Class 13 April 4



Presentation Preparation

Class 14 April II



Class Presentations




Class 15
Class Presentations

Final Exams

4/18/07
-
-
--
--
​



- -​

