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Professor John P. Flynn: In Memoriam

Dr. John P. Flynn, Pro-
fessor Emeritus, Western
Michigan University School
of Social Work, died at the
age of 75 on October 27,
2008. After thirteen years
of struggling with Parkin-
son’s disease, Professor
Flynn passed away at Rose
Arbor Hospice in Kalama-
zoo. His family and friends
admired him for the coura-
geous way he managed his
evolving condition. John
was determined to live a
full life, even during the
particularly challenging last
three years. He participated
in art and gentle yoga
classes, music therapy, and
walks around his neighbor-
hood; he attended his
grandchildren’s athletic
activities, and he strove to
sustain a social life with his
friends from the “Over-the-
Hill Gang.” He and his wife
Fran enjoyed season tickets
to the symphony. He did all
of the above, and more,
while struggling with his
symptoms and the side-
effects of medication.

John and Fran gave to
and gained much from the
Kalamazoo Area Parkin-
son’s Support Group. They
provided leadership and

established a much needed
fund with the Kalamazoo
Foundation to further the
development and work of
the local support group.
John’s diagnosis also fueled
him to serve as a member
of the Michigan Parkin-
son’s Foundation. As a
scholar of social welfare
policy, it is not suprising
that John traveled to Wash-
ington to lobby members of
Congress regarding Parkin-
son’s research.

If John read the above
two paragraphs, he would
hassle us and deflect our
praise by giving credit to
the support of his wife
Fran, his family, friends,
colleagues, and health pro-
fessionals. He would ex-
press his thanks with a
“God love you.” He didn’t

believe in “tooting his own
horn” (another one of his fa-
vorite expressions), so we will
do that for him.

John enlisted in the Navy at
age 17, was stationed in Nor-
folk, VA, and spent much of
his military service in the
Mediterranean during the Ko-
rean War. His naval experience
formed his belief that war and
the military were not the an-
swer to international conflicts.

After a year at St. John's
Seminary in Plymouth MI,
John's life took a different di-
rection. He enrolled in The
University of Michigan where
he received an A.B. in Sociol-
ogy and an M.S.W. Upon
graduation John worked as a
mental health worker in Roch-
ester, NY, where, among other
activities, he was the founder
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Addressing the
Needs of Gay,
Lesbian,
Bisexual &
Transgender
Youth

Dr. Diane Elzeof
University at
Buffalo, State

University of New

York

will be presenting

onJune 12, 2009

for 6.5 Michigan

Social Work CE

hours.
Reserve your

space now!

This is an alkday event.
Online registration
available at
www.wmich.edu/hhs/sw,
Online store

of a program to evaluate the
level of care needed by sen-
ior citizens. John's academic
career began at Northern
Michigan University in 1966,
where he became convinced
that academia was his fu-
ture. In 1968 he enrolled in
the Ph.D. program at the
University of Denver. Upon
completion of his doctoral
studies in 1970, he began a
productive and rewarding
career at Western Michigan
University’s School of Social
Work, where he taught re-
search, and policy, planning
and administration (PP&A).
In addition to his teaching
responsibilities, John served
as Director of the School of
Social Work and Chair of the
PP&A Concentration. He
also served on the American
Association of University
Professors collective bar-
gaining team that negotiated
the first faculty union con-
tract with WMU.

In the last few years of his
career at WMU, John also
served as the Assistant Di-
rector of Academic Comput-
ing for the University. He
was always striving to learn
and master new skills, and
when computers came
along, he was an early pio-
neer in the field. His inter-
est and expertise in com-
puters were instrumental in
the introduction of Aca-
demic Computing into the
School of Social Work. Not
only was he one of the first
faculty members within the
University to introduce com-
puter-assisted instruction

into his courses, he was gen-
erous in assisting colleagues
with the incorporation of
computers into their courses.
Because of John Flynn, the
School established its first
computer lab, which was lo-
cated in the basement of
Moore Hall.

In 1986, John was awarded
a Fullbright Scholarship and a
one year sabbatical leave to
work in a government agency
in Madrid, Spain where his
project focused on social pol-
icy and practice research. In
preparation for this work,
John enrolled in Spanish lan-
guage courses at WMU so
that he could communicate
with agency directors in Ma-
drid, where he also gave lec-
tures in Spanish at the local
university.

In addition to his academic
endeavors, John worked with
a wide range of service agen-
cies, as a board member, con-
sultant, or advocate. He
served as Chairperson of the
Kalamazoo County Commu-
nity Mental Health Board,
and was on the board of Fam-
ily & Children Services. He
was also informed about and
active in politics, including
local campaigns.

John was very passionate
about the things he did or
didn’t believe in. He had an
outspoken opposition to war
that eventually led him to Ft.
Benning, GA, where he par-
ticipated in a mass protest,
and purposefully got himself
arrested when he crossed the
line into the military base. He
also participated as a member

of Kalamazoo Non-Violent
Opponents to War, and was
a member of the local and
national organization Pax
Christi.

John had a natural talent
for music and learned to
play several instruments by
ear. He was a member of the
church choir, played the har-
monica, played guitar in a
band, and even played at
Kitty O’Shea’s at the Chicago
Hilton. He enjoyed many
different types of music in-
cluding bluegrass, folk, and
Irish music, as long as it
wasn’t jigs or reels.

John’s most notable publi-
cation is his book Social
Agency Policy: Analysis and
Presentation for Community
Practice, 214 edition (Nelson-
Hall, 1992). For years, it was
the primary text in the
School’s first year course--
Foundations of Social Policy.
The book documented the
elements and features of so-
cial policies, and the matters
that should be taken into
consideration in analyzing
and formulating policy.
John also was a contributor
and one of the editors for all
editions of School Social
Work: Practice, Policy, and
Research, 7" edition
(Chicago: Lyceum Books,
2009). A research project on
spouse abuse, which John
completed with a group of
students, was one of the ear-
liest studies on that subject.
His research received na-
tional attention, and served
as one of the cornerstones
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Edward J. Pawlak & Danny H. Thompson

for the establishment of the local domestic assault program. John was very proud of the work
leading to the publication of “The Role of Licensing in Child Placement and Protection” that he
authored with Harold Gazan from the Department of Human Services.

John Flynn was a scholar and dedicated teacher. He had strong core values that he wasn't
afraid to fight for, but didn’t impress upon others. He was a loving husband, father, grandfa-

ther, advocate and friend whose zest for life will be dearly missed.

God love you John.

Edward J. Pawlak & Danny H. Thompson

Transitions

Jane Ferguson office asso-
ciate for the School of So-
cial Work, retired in March
after over thirty years of
service to the School of So-
cial Work. At Jane's re-
quest, no formal event was
held to commemorate her
departure. However, fac-
ulty and staff treated Jane
to a festive dinner at Mi
Ranchito in honor of her
contributions to the SSW.

Jane is now adjusting to
her retirement. She is vaca-
tioning with her husband,
making cards and scrap-
booking, and reading as
many books as she wishes.

Amy Tuley, M.S.W., is the
new Director of Admis-
sions and Student Services
in the School of Social
Work. Amy comes to us
from
Otsego
Public
Schools,
where she
was a
school
social
worker.

Welcome, Amy!

Nancy McFadden, M.S.W.,
has moved to the office of
associate dean of students,
where she is working as a
case man-
ager. She
returned to
the School
of Social
Work to
participate

v

in the Hooding & Pinning
Ceremony at the request of
the students. She is enjoy-
ing her new position and
the opportunity it allows
her to work more closely
with students.

Robin Pountain is the new
Office Associate for the
School of Social Work.
Robin is taking over many
of Jane’s duties. Robin
comes to us from the Park-
view Engineering campus,
and she is enjoying the

variety of
personali-
ties in the
School of
Social
Work.
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The approach of
summer means. . .

The School of
Social Work is
much more quiet;
T —
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L /TN
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Fritz MacDonald
is leaving to
teach in Germany
for three

months;

Sunny days make
studying more
difficult;

Our new director
is coming soon!
See the next
page for more
details.
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Need

gifts for your

friends?

Take advantage of the
resource on your desktop.
Check out this site
http://www.nyu.edu/

socialwork/ip
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Graduate Connections Events

Peer Reading Circle

Remember the good ol
days when, due to profes-
sors’ selection of reading
assignments, you were
“up on the latest and
greatest?” The social
work field is still develop-
ing, and research articles
are making a difference in
social work practice to-
day.

The Graduate Connec-
tions Peer Reading Circle
is a group of social work
graduates who gather
once a month, selecting,
reading, and discussing
social work journal arti-
cles. Article selection ro-
tates among participants
so that a wide variety of
topics are covered. The
group currently meets the
third Thursday of each
month, from 7-8:30 p.m.
at Panera Bread on South
Westnedge in Portage.

“I think the group of
graduates who meet to-
day find the articles and
the discussions helpful,”
says Phyllis Hepp,
LMSW, graduating class
of 1994. “We enjoy a cup
of coffee while discussing
practice implications.
Even if the topic doesn’t
directly relate to my cur-
rent position, I find the
discussions educational. I
enjoy the encouragement
to stay a little more on top
of current research.”

New participants are
welcome and no commit-
ment is necessary. Drop
in when your schedule
allows. Just e-mail
Melinda McCormick for
the article of the month.

Volunteer with Peers

Graduates tell us they
want a way to volunteer
as alumni, with current
students and faculty. Dr.

Sandra Murphy, Director
of Field Education, has
made an arrangement
with the Kalamazoo
branch of Habitat for Hu-
manity for some group
volunteer activities.

On the first and third
Fridays of the month, so-
cial work graduates, stu-
dents, and faculty will be
volunteering to serve four
hour shifts at Re-Store on
Lake St. in Kalamazoo.
Dr. Murphy is collecting
information and volun-
teering time with students
and other interested par-
ties.

If retail isn't your inter-
est, construction opportu-
nities are available on
second Thursdays from 6-
9 p.m. Contact Dr. Mur-
phy for more information
at Sandra.murphy
@wmich.edu.

Graduate Connections Fundraiser

To raise funds for our
Graduate Connections
events (or so that we can
have some events in the
future), we are selling
School of Social Work
merchandise at our online
store and on campus in
the School of Social Work.

Graduates chose sev-
eral items of interest to
them in the classic black
and gold that means
Western. We have win-
dow clings for your car
that read “WMU School
of Social Work,” t-shirts,
travel mugs, and eco-

friendly tote bags which
are similar to those being
sold by grocery stores.
Our totes, however, are
much larger and have
pockets on each end to
hold water bottles or
whatever else you may
want to carry with you.

We have kept prices
low, since we all know
how much social workers
make.

The tees and mugs are
$12 and the totes and
window clings are $5.
Shipping costs are reason-
able or you can stop by

the School to pick up your
purchases.

These
would make
nice gifts for
your social
worker
friends.

The online

store is at https://

shopwmu.wmich.edu/

ustores/web/

store_main jsp?
STOREID=1 or contact

Melinda McCormick at
Melinda.m.mccormick@
wmich.edu 269-387-3158.
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LOVED the class
discussion, but
HATED the

Dr. Linwood Cousins to Direct School
of Social Work

WMU and the College of Health and Human Services

welcome Linwood H. Cousins, Ph.D. as the new Di- tests?

rector of the School of Social Work. Dr. Cousins is a

social worker and cultural anthropologist who studies Want to keep up on
race, ethnicity, and social class among African Ameri- [{#* Social Work

can families and communities, with an emphasis on
schooling and adolescents. His teaching interests in-
clude human/cultural diversity, human development
in cultural perspective, and social work practice with
communities, families, and adolescents. He was a social work practitioner
with children and families before he initiated his academic and research ca-
reer.

journals...but so,
so glad there’s no mid-
terms or finals?

He began his academic career in social work and anthropology at WMU and
has served as an associate professor of anthropology at Kalamazoo College,
Chair of the Department of Social Work at the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte and, most recently, Professor and Chair of the Department of
Social Work and Communication Sciences and Disorders at Longwood Uni-
versity in Virginia. We welcome his return to WMU as of July 1 this year.

Jddohmf
Work
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active and your

rofessional
The New Social Worker has gone conferences, job opportunities, K P led h
digital. The former print magazine  and recent articles from the howledge sharp.
for social work students and recent  print publication. Social Work Join the

graduates has recently switched
formats. The good news is that
now you can get the magazine for
free as a pdf. Go to
www.socialworker.com and read
the latest issue. Their site includes
a social work job board and regu-
lar features on field placement,
social work ethics, book reviews
and articles about practice.

The magazine Social Work Today
also offers a helpful website.
www.socialworktoday.com

Find information on upcoming

Today also offers CE units for
reading their articles and taking
a test online. For more details,

see their site.
k|

.’[i

Peer Reading Circle, a

small group of
WMU SW alumni.

We meet on Third
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at
Panera Breads on S.
Westnedge Avenue.

Contact Melinda at
Melinda.m.mccormick
@wmich.edu for a
copy of the next
article for discussion.
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Continuing
Education at

the School of Social Work

On Thursday, June 19, 2008 College of Health and
(CHHS) Dean, Dr. Earlie Washington, announced the
Beck Student Emergency Fund, an endowment whict
gency money for qualified social work students when
$10,00Wmis fund was initiated by the BS\Whdbesmlhca2 00
all students, al umito, an
acknowl edge Hel ends cont
ness, care and assistance she provides for students.

Thanks to all who have honored Helen and assistec
with a contribution to this fund so far. To make your cc
check with the name of the fund in the memo line to V
Attn. Helen Beck Endowment Fund, 1903 W. Michigat
490dR103. You may also contribui
visiting www.wmich.edu/foundatic

June 12, 2009 July 27, 2009

Licensure continues to the brochure about the _ . - -
be a concem for social  event somewhere you can Addressing the Needs of  Surviving a Suicidal Crisis:

workers as they work to ~ access it if you are chosen Gy, Lesbian, Bisexual and What You Should Know
get the continuing educa- to be randomly audited. ~ Transgender Youth, Diane  and What You Should Do,

tion hours they need to

Elze, Ph.D., of School of Randy Wolbert, MSW,

renew their licenses. The  NASW offers a track- ~ Social Work, University at LMSW, and Gwen Abney
School of Social Workis | hg services Beiffale, StateElmiyersigytof gunningham, MSW,
providing two continuing nominal fee, if you need New Y_ork at WMU_ Schoo_l LMSW,_at We§tern Michi-
education events a month assistance keeping track  of Social Work. This special gan Universityi Traverse
in an attempt to meet the Of your hours. The SSW  diversity eventis 6.5 CE  City Regional Site at NMC
needs of area social work- @lso has a form available hours and has a special University Center in Trav-
ers. to assist you in tracking ~ price of $75 for a full day,  erse City. 3 CE hours.

your hours. Enalil

$40 for students, and an

As you know, 45 hours melinda.m.mccormick@w additional $15 CE fee.
of continuing education  mich.edu for a pdf, or pick As more events are
are required each licen-  up a hard copy at the next added, the online calendar
July 24, 2009 will be updated, and flyers
One Clinician-S o | d i e r§l &€ sentto those on the
e-mail list for continuing
education.

sure period. Social Work- CE event you attend.
ers can get up to 10 units o
of those 45 online. One We are lining up

hour of CES®& seventsforthesummer,

management and five and weodl |l
hours must be ethics. The the specifics become

SSW is providing both available. To be added to

required events in the fall the email list for con-

and in the spring prior to tinuing elaulf?agonMeVgnts’ tary service members
the renewal period. contact Melinda McCor- 54 tamilies at WMU

mick.
When you attend CE
events, make sure you
keep your certificates and

Experience with Combat
tress Control in Iraq,

U P Ehrikt§phe¥ Suftins, MSw,

Former Combat Stress

Control officer and cur-

rent consultant to mili-

School of Social Work.
CE hours. $30 for train

ing, $20 student rate, .

and $15 CE fee.



