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Education
PhD, MA, History:  University of Wisconsin-Madison, August 2004.
*Dissertation: Plastics and Dictatorship in the German Democratic Republic:  Towards an economic, consumer, design and cultural history.  
BA with High Honors: Swarthmore College June 1997.   

Employment

Western Michigan University, Department of History.  Assistant Professor, August 2004-Present.

Zentrum für Zeithistorische Forschung, Potsdam.  Guest fellow, (as part of Humboldt Fellowship).  2007-2009. 

Awards and Fellowships 

Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung


Two Year Postdoctoral Fellowship to research second and third book projects in Berlin, 2007-2009.
Recipient, Fritz Stern Dissertation Award, German Historical Institute, Washington DC, for best dissertation in German history, awarded August, 2005.

Burnham-McMillan Research Award, Western Michigan University, June 2005, to support summer research in Germany and Poland.

University Fellowship.  University of Wisconsin-Madison, academic year 2003-2004.

Social Science Research Council (SSRC)

Berlin Program for Advanced German and European Studies, Freie Universität, Berlin, Germany.  September 2001- December 2002.  Visiting fellow. 

Center for German and European Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison..Summer, 2000. Research in Halle, Magdeburg and Berlin, Germany.

Wisconsin Academic Residential Fellowship, University of Wisconsin Graduate Fellowship, 1998-1999. 

Publications
Synthetic Socialism: Plastics and Dictatorship in the German Democratic Republic.  Forthcoming, Fall 2008, University of North Carolina Press.
“East German Plastics: Technology, Gender and Teleological Structures of Everyday Life” German History 25, no. 4: 596-624.

“Strategies of Survival: Culture and Economics on the Everyday Level “Do We Need a New Economic History of Germany?” (H-German Forum solicited essay, May 18, 2007).
“The Form of Socialism without Ornament: Consumption, Ideology, and the Fall and Rise of Modernist Design in the German Democratic Republic” Journal of Design History 19, no. 2: 155-68.

“Plastics and Dictatorship in the German Democratic Republic: Towards an Economic, Consumer, Design and Cultural History” Bulletin of the German Historical Institute 38, Spring 2006: 89-98.

“The Order of Substitutes:  Plastic Consumer Goods in the Volkswirtschaft and Everyday Domestic Life in the GDR.” In Consuming Germany in the Cold War, ed. David Crew, (Berg, 2003), 87-121.

Current Projects 
Material Memory:  Marzahn, Socialism, and the German Democratic Republic.   Planned second book, research began in summer 2005 and will be completed during Humboldt Fellowship stay in Berlin, 2007-2009, writing to begin Fall 2008.

The Summer of 1945: Picking up the Pieces in Germany.  Third book project, German research phase to begin Fall 2008,  with further American research phase (and possible British, French, and Russian phases) to continue during summer 2010. 

Writing East German History After the Cultural Turn?.  Planning and coordinating major international conference in cooperation with Geoff Eley of the University of Michigan, Benita Blessing of Ohio University, Heather Gumbert of Virginia Tech and Uta Balbier of the German Historical Institute in Washington DC.  Will take place in Ann Arbor, 5-6 December 2008.

Writing East German History: What Difference does the Cultural Turn Make? Planned edited volume to appear based on Ann Arbor conference, co-edited with conference organizers.

"Beyond Normal: Charting a Path for the Future of GDR Studies."  Historiographical article currently underway on past and future of GDR historiography, tentatively to appear in Social History in 2009. 
The Structures of Immortality. Theoretical intervention either as collection of essays or monograph intended to ground own historical work in larger economic, social, scientific and philosophical debates.   Initial work currently ongoing, to begin writing in stages over next three-five years.

CLIO Online, Web Portal European History (http://www.europa.clio-online.de/ ).  Invited to choose a historical document and submit essay concerning it (to be completed late summer 2008).

Ways of the World  Online Study Guide. Completing online study guide for forthcoming World History textbook by Robert Strayer (Bedford-St. Martin's Publishers), to be completed June 2008.

Reviews

Dolores Augustine, Red Prometheus: Engineering and Dictatorship in East Germany, 1945-1990.  Journal of Modern History, forthcoming, Fall 2008.
Donna Harsch, The Revenge of the Domestic: Women, the Family and Communism in the German Democratic Republic . Social History, forthcoming, Spring 2008.
Dirk Spiker, East German Leadership and the Division of Germany:  Patriotism and Propaganda, 1945-1953.  American Historical Review, February 2007. 
Jennifer Schevardo, Vom Wert des Notwendigen, H-Net German, October 22, 2007.
Judd Stitziel, Fashioning Socialism:  Clothing, Politics and Consumer Culture in East Germany, H-Net German, April 2006.

Mark Landsman, Dictatorship and Demand: The Politics of Consumerism in East Germany, H-Net German, October,  2005.

Manuel Schramm, Konsum und regionale Identität in Sachsen 1880-2000, H-Net German, March 2005.
Research Presentations

American Historical Association Annual Conference, New York City, January 2008.  "The socio-histroire du politique and a new history of power and socialism in East Germany, Poland and Czechoslovakia" (panel proposal under submission).

The Socialist Car, Berlin, June 13-14 2008 (Workshop supported by the Free University Berlin and the German Historical Institute of Moscow). "The flow of traffic on three streets:  Landsberger Allee, Karl-Marx-Strasse, and the Allee des Kosmonauten." 

The Berlin Program for Advanced German and European Studies, (Freie Universität zu Berlin) April 28-29, 2008. Invited as guest scholar to give pre-circulated paper "Berlin-Marzahn: Geschichte eines Aufbaus und die Grundrisse einer neuen Theorie der Erinnerung."
American Historical Association Annual Conference, Atlanta, January, 2007. “Material Memory, Intergenerational Transmission, and the ‘GDR Generation’” as part of panel on “Childhood and Socialism.”

German Studies Association Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh, October 2006. “In der Schule des Geschmacks”, panel presentation;  “Representing Dictatorship” (Roundtable Associated with the Berlin Program for Advanced German and European Studies).
German Historical Institute, Washington DC, November, 2005.  Presentation as part of acceptance of 2005 Fritz Stern Dissertation Award for best dissertation in German History.

Midwest German Historians Workshop, Minneapolis, October, 2005.  “Kolonien des Eigensinns.  Material Memory, Destruction and Replacement in East Germany:  A Reflection in Stages.”

German Studies Association Annual Meeting, Milwaukee, October, 2005. “Wohnung der Zukunft” or “Massenverwahrung”?  The rise of functionalist architecture, material rupture, and the domestic space in the new apartments of East Germany.”

Midwest German Historians Workshop, Minneapolis, October, 2004.  “Making the Thing Sing:  Interrogating the Material Memory of the GDR from Eisenhüttenstadt.”

Design History Society, Annual Conference, Belfast (University of Ulster), September, 2004.  “The Form of Socialism Without Ornament.”

East Germany Revisited, Second East German Studies Conference, Humboldt University, Berlin, October 2003. “Polymerized Socialism: Plastic Consumer Goods, Aesthetic Consensus, and Questions of Soft Power in the GDR, 1958-1975.”

German Studies Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, October 2003.  “Plastic and Consensus in East Germany, 1958-1975.”

Zentrum für Zeithistorische Forschung, Potsdam, Germany,September 2002.  “Plaste und Herrschaft in der DDR 1958-1975.  Zu einer Wirtschafts- Design- Konsum- und Alltagsgeschichte.”

Social Science Research Council/Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin Program for Advanced German and European Studies, Berlin, April 2002.  “Plastics and Herrschaft in the GDR, 1958-1971.”

Midwest German Historians Workshop, Madison, WI, October 2000.  “Remolding the Socialist Interior:  The Transformation of Apartment and Furniture Design and Communist Hegemony in the GDR, 1958-1970.”

Other Conference Participation

Great Lakes History Conference, Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, MI, October,  2006. Panel on Holocaust and Memory.  (Commentator).

German Studies Association Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh, October, 2006.  Berlin Program , Informational Roundtable, participant. 
German Studies Association Annual Meeting, Milwaukee, October, 2005.  Panel: “Reframing Memory and Rethinking the Unmasterable Past?” (Commentator).
Teaching Experience

As Assistant Professor, Western Michigan University (August 2004-present)

Undergraduate:

History 4680, Modern Germany (Fall 2006.)

History 3030, World History Since 1500 (Summer I, Fall 2005, Spring 2006, Fall 2006, Spring 2007).

First Year Experience (Fall 2005, Fall 2006)—Freshman College Skills Seminar.
History 460, Europe 1945-Present (Spring 2005, Summer I , 2006).

History 4000, Material Culture and Technology.  (Spring 2006).
History 4680, The Holocaust in History and Memory (Fall 2005).

Global and International Studies 4900 -- Independent Study Seminar (Fall 2005.)
History 101, Modern Western World (Fall 2004, Spring 2005).

History 458, Europe 1919-1945 (Fall 2004, Summer I, 2007).

Graduate:
History 6010, Historiography (Spring 2007)
Dissertation Committee Member, Melanie Kintz, Political Science.  

Dissertation Committee Member, Emilee Bruce, History.  Date of ABD, Fall 2006.

Doctoral Examination Committee Member, Emilee Bruce, History.  Date of exams, Fall 2006. 

Service

Department of History, Western Michigan University

Search Committee, Term Position, European and World History Summer 2007
Undergraduate Advising  Fall 2006, Spring 2007.
Undergraduate Studies Curriculum Committee  Fall 2004, Fall 2006, Spring 2007.

Graduate Studies Curriculum Committee  Spring 2005 – Spring 2006.

Undergraduate Studies Ad Hoc Committee Spring 2005. 

Events Committee  Fall 2004 – Spring 2006.

New Graduate Student Orientation.   Presentation, Fall 2006
University-wide

Faculty Senate  Spring 2005 – Spring 2007 (elected position).

“Major Excitement” Fall 2006, College of Arts and Sciences informational / recruitment event
Hillel  Fall, 2005. Campus Advisory Board.

First Year Faculty Orientation, Fall 2005.  Panel member for orientation events.

Professional

Zeitzeugenbörse (Oral History Exchange), Berlin.  Assisted in the work of nonprofit local oral history organization in Berlin, Germany, 2008.
AP World History Grader, June 2007 and 2008, Colorado State University.

National History Day.  Judge, regional and state final competitions, high school division, Madison, Wisconsin, May and July 2004.
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