
THE AMERICAN FARM IN U.S. HISTORY 
 

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY  
 
 
* Used during the workshop or authored by workshop faculty 
** Especially recommended for teachers, but not required for the workshop 
 
Beeman, Randal S., and James A. Pritchard. A Green and Permanent Land: Ecology and 

Agriculture in the Twentieth Century. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2001. 
 

Cooper, James Fenimore.  Oak Openings or the Bee-Hunter. Berkeley, CA: North Atlantic 
Books, 1984, originally published 1848. 

 
*Cronon, William. Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West. New York: W.W. Norton, 

1991. 
 
Danbom, David. Born in the Country: A History of Rural America. Baltimore, MD: Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 1995. 
 
*Donahue, Brian. The Great Meadow: Farmers and the Land  in Colonial Concord. Yale 

University Press, 2004. 
 
*Donahue, Brian. Reclaiming the Commons: Community Farming and Forestry in a New 

England Town. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999. 
 
Hart, John Fraser. The Changing Scale of American Agriculture. Charlottesville, VA: University 

of Virginia Press, 2003. 
 
*Heasley, Lynne. A Thousand Pieces of Paradise: Landscape and Property in the Kickapoo 

Valley. Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2005.   
 
*Jacobs, Harvey M., ed. Who Owns America: Social Conflict Over Property Rights. Madison, 

WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 1998. 
 
Hildebrand, John. Mapping the Farm: The Chronicle of a Family. New York: Knopf, 1995. 
 
Hurt, R. Douglas. American Farms: Exploring Their History. Malabar, FL: Krieger Publishing 

Co., 1996.  
 

**Kochenderfer, Lee. The Victory Garden. New York: Yearling, 2003. 
 

**Kyvig, David E., and Myron A. Marty. Nearby History, Second Edition. Lanham, MD: 
AltaMira Press, 2000. 

 



Logan, Ben. The Land Remembers: The story of a farm and its people. New York: Viking Press, 
1975. 

 
Lyon-Jenness, Cheryl. For Shade and For Comfort:  Democratizing Horticulture in the 

Nineteenth-Century Midwest.  West Lafayette:  Purdue University Press, 2004. 
 
McClelland. Peter D. Sowing Modernity: America’s First Agricultural Revolution. Ithaca, NY: 

Cornell University Press, 1997. 
 

*McMurry, Sally. From Sugar Camp to Star Barn, Rural Life and Landscape in a Western 
Pennsylvania Community, 1780-1940,. Penn State University Press, 2001. 

 
*McMurry, Sally. Transforming Rural Life: Dairying Families and Agricultural Change, 1820-

1885. Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995.  
 

*Michigan History. “Savoring the World’s Finest Fruit,” special issue on the Michigan Fruit 
Belt.  May/June 2006: 24-27 

 
*Miller, Char. “In the Sweat of Our Brow: Citizenship in American Domestic Practice During 

World War II—Victory Gardens,” Journal of American Culture 26:3 (2003): 395-409. 
 
*Miller, Marla. The Needle’s Eye: Women and Work in the Age of Revolution. Amherst, MA: 

University of Massachusetts Press, 2006. 
 
**Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: 

Penguin Press, 2006.  
 
*Pollan, Michael. The Botany of Desire: A Plant’s-Eye View of the World. NY: Random House, 

2001. 
 
Rolvaag, Ole Edvart. Giants in the Earth:A Saga of the Prairie. NY: Perennial Classics, reprint 

1999. 
 
*Sloane, Eric. A Reverence for Wood. Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 2004. 
 
**Sloane, Eric. Seasons of America Past. Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 2005.  
 
Stoll, Steven. Larding the Lean Earth: Soil and Society in Nineteenth-Century America. New 

York: Hill and Wang, 2002. 
 

Tarule, Robert. The Artisan of Ipswich: Craftsmanship and Community in Colonial New 
England. Baltimore, MD: Johnson Hopkins University Press, 2004. 
 

*de Tocqueville, Alexis. Democracy in America (1835 and 1840; multiple reprints). 
 



Ulrich, Laurel Thatcher. A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard Based on Her Diary, 
1785-1812. New York: Knopf, 1990. 
 

*Vitek, William and Wes Jackson, eds. Rooted in the Land: Essays on Community and Place. 
New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1996.  

 
Wigginton, Eliot, ed. The Foxfire Book series. Garden City, NY: Anchor Press, multiple dates. 

 
*Warren, Wilson. “Tied to the Great Packing Machine”:  The Midwest and Meatpacking. Iowa 

City, Iowa: University of Iowa Press, 2006. 
 
*Wirzba, Norman, ed. The Essential Agrarian Reader: The Future of Culture, Community, and 

the Land. Lexington, KY: University Press of Kentucky, 2003. 
 
Worster, Don. Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s. NY: Oxford University Press, 

reprint 2004. 
 


