Curriculum Changes Requiring Higher Learning Commission Approval

Several types of change require Higher Learning Commission approval in order to extend accreditation to include them. Certain changes in educational offerings and educational sites are related to the curriculum change process.
Educational Offerings

1. Program offerings at a new degree level.

2. A significant new academic program or major that requires substantial financial investment or substantial reallocation of financial resources.

3. A new academic program that shifts WMU’s mission.

4. Degree programs offered through distance delivery methods.

5. Regular course offerings that are not currently included within WMU’s affiliated status. (Commission staff may give approval after receipt and evaluation of documentation that the offerings are appropriate to WMU’s mission, have all necessary approvals, and will be effectively developed and supported.)
Educational Sites

1. A new site that houses a full range of instruction as well as administrative and support services (such as a new campus or branch). (Commission staff may give approval upon receipt and evaluation of documentation including a business plan, but will conduct a site visit within six months of the opening of the site.)
2. An instructional site at which the organization provides one or more degree programs.

3. An off-campus site at which the organization offers 50 percent or more of the courses leading to one of its degree programs and at which it enrolls one hundred or more students (unduplicated head count) in an academic year.
4. Five or more courses at an out-of-state site or an international site. (Commission staff may give approval after receipt and evaluation of documentation that the offerings are appropriate to the organization’s mission, have all necessary approvals, and will be effectively developed and supported.)
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