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to the Death Triangle of Civili-
zation (Population, Ecologi-
cal, Resources Depletion 
Bombs connected), which 
should be more obvious to 
people about 2050. 
    The 2009 and 2010 ISCSC 
conferences will address 
these kinds of civilizational 
issues, making our Society on 
a cutting edge of civilization-
driven world affairs.  
    Matt Melko, in his excellent 
essay in CCR-Fall 2008, estab-
lished all critical factors of the 
origins of civilization. How-
ever, we also need to estab-
lish key factors which should 
be applied today in support-
ing sustainable civilization. 
Will we be wise enough to do 
it? 
 
       Andrew Targowski (WMU) 
                                   President 
                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                       

According to 
Imannuel 
Wallerstein 
(1974), the 
world-system 
concept helps 
to understand 

the dynamics of civilization. 
Capitalism and Communism 
are such world-systems, 
which define wealth accumu-
lation and the well-being of 
humans in the last two millen-
nia. Both are now in trouble. 
At the end of the 20th century
(1989-91), Communism col-
lapsed.       
   A few years later (October 
2008), uncontested Capital-
ism, as a product of the ideas 
of Smith-Greenspan-Bush, 
has reached its limits  and 
needs profound ideological 
and practical correction. Both 
òlossesó are welcomed by 
people. 
    In 1941, James Burnham 

predicted the Managerial 
Revolution in his famous 
book. However, this kind of 
revolution should have fol-
lowed the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion, when the apparatchiks 
took over the management of 
state enterprises. In fact, the 
Managerial Revolution took 
place in Capitalism. However, 
it poses an unpleasant ques-
tion: Will it be followed by a 
òBolshevikó Revolution here 
to complete the socialization 
of banks and other 
òcapitalisticó institutions, as 
the U.S. government prom-
ised during the fall of 2008?  
   The growing world popula-
tion challenges civilizational  
sustainability. In 2006, we 
reached the peak of oil pro-
duction. Gas and uranium 
should last for 40-50 years. 
The climate changes, perhaps 
triggered by a too active civili-
zation, which also contributes 
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to Asian scholars. Oleg Benesch, 
Vice-President for Organization, 
keeps us in touch with the Japa-
nese Society. We also have 
young scholar Ayden Stevens-
Arroyo in the Ways and Means 
Committee led by Tseggai Isaac. 
Great changes have taken place 
at CCR; Steve Blaha, as our new 
publisher, decisively helped to 
publish CCR in a new format by a 
new printer, at half the cost. New 
assoc. editors John Reilly, Con-

The Society is slowly growing 
(10% new members) and gaining 
new young blood. A new Vice-
President for International-
Europe ð Prof. Kristofer Allerfeldt 
from the University of Exeter 
(UK), reminds all that this Society 
was co-organized by his great  
fellow countrymanðArnold Toyn-
bee. Vice-President for Interna-
tional-Asia Prof. Jung Dong 
Hyeon (S. Korea), together with 
his students, sent 700 invitations 

nie Lamb, and Dario Fernandez-
Morera maintain high quality of 
our flagship CCR. Norman 
Rothman, as always, is irreplace-
able in his Membership Commit-
tee. Steve Blaha, as Chair of the 
Futures Committee, works inten-
sively on organizing the next 
conferences. We also face the 
opportunity to nominate member  
Ashok Kumar Malhotra for the 
Nobel Peace Prize.       
      Andrew Targowski                  
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The ISCSC was founded in 1961 by Othmar Auderle, Rushton Coulborn and Arnold Toynbee 

in Salzburg (Austria). Pitrim Sorokin was the first president (1964-71).  In 1971 the Societyôs 

leadership moved to the U.S.   Over 30 foreign countries are represented in the Societyôs 

membership. Benjamin Nelson became the Societyôs first American president (1971-77). 

www.wmich.edu/iscsc  
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Civilization at the Crossroads 

Largest Populationsñ2050 
1. India           1,509 
2. China         1,478 
3. USA              349 
4. Pakistan        346 
5. Indonesia      312 
6. Nigeria          244 
7. Brazil             244 
8. Bangladesh   213 
9. Ethiopia         206 
10. Congo         160 
Farhat-Holzman CCR, Fall 2008  p.71. 



The 2010 Conference will be held 
in Provo, Utah on the campus of 
Brigham Young University.  The 
meetings are scheduled for June 15
-17 which is Tuesday through 
Thursday.  We are experimenting 
with a new timeframe to avoid 
weekend travel and maybe the 
fares will be lower.     
 
The Conference Chair  is Connie 
Lamb and the Program Chair is 
Dario Fernandez-Morera.  Cam-
pus housing will not be available, so 
conference attendees will stay in 
nearby hotels which are reasonably 
priced.  More information forthcom-
ing. 

The 38th ISCSC annual conference 
was hosted by the University of 
New Brunswick, Saint John, Can-
ada, from June 26-28, 2008.  The 
overall theme was Civilization in the 
Americas--for which many papers 
were presented--but ongoing 
themes were also included. 
      Professor Ricardo Duchesne, 
who teaches at that university, was 
responsible for all the arrange-
ments and Dr Steve Blaha was 
program chair. Both the accommo-
dations and the program met all 
expectat ions and beyond.   
   Development of the Idea and 
campus was lovely, and because 
its distance from town was difficult 
to manage without a car, most of us 
stayed in perfectly comfortable 
dorms and guest quarters. Our first 
Keynote Address was delivered by       
Professor Toby Huff, Harvard 
University, who is a world famous 

The 38th ISCSC International Conference in Saint John ð NB,  
Canada - June 26-28, 2008 

     Exploring Multiculturalism in Globalizing Civilizations 

The 40th ISCSC International  
Conference in Provo  

Utah, USA ð June 15-17, 2010 
Can Civilizations Recover  

from a World-wide Depression? 
Impact on Culture, Progress and Societies   
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                Our colleague  
 
    Professor David Richardson died 
some time ago. He first attended an 
ISCSC meeting in 1972, the year after 
the association had moved to the 
United States. In the later Seventies he 
edited the Comparative Civilizations 
Bulletin, predecessor of the Compara-
tive Civilizations Review. He taught 
philosophy at Edinboro State University 
in Pennsylvania. He published on 
Worldviews.  He was gentle, diplomatic 
in disagreement, having a way of ask-
ing a question that expressed surprise 
and caused you to reconsider.  
    When, at one meeting, it was sug-
gested that if a representative of the 
CIA were monitoring the ISCSC, it 
would be the person you least sus-
pected. The consensus in the group, 
therefore, was that the CIA agent could 
be David Richardson.  
                             Matt Melko 
 

  In Memoriam 

     Professors Headley and Von der Muhll ï
great speakers-St. John 2008 

                                                            
 

  

Wayne Bledsoe (our former Presi-
dent) was a candidate (D) for the 
149th District of Missouri. He was 
a Blue (grass) candidate in a Red 
County-(R), which is not ready for 
òWhite Obama.ó Your time for 
change Wayne will come again! 

specialist on Islam--particularly the 
era of Islamic Science.  His paper 
was:  "Nine-Eleven and Afterwards: 
A Twenty-First-Century Civilizational 
Encounter. 
     Our second Keynote Address 
was provided by Professor John 
Headley, University of North Caro-
lina: "Of Civilization: Origin, Compo-
sition, and Development of the Idea 
and the Term." Although we are an 
association that focuses on Civiliza-
tion, we still have lively discussions 
just trying to define that institution.  
   The papers and book reviews 
were meaty and interesting, and 
many will be appearing in our publi-
cation:  Comparative Civilizations 
Review.  We look forward to  seeing 
you all at our next conference in 
Kalamazoo,-Michigan, June 3-6, 

2009. Invite your colleagues.  

                Laina Farahat-Holzman 

                    Secreatary General 
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As of Fall, 2008, the society has 
published 59 refereed issues on: 
(1) the comparison of whole civiliza-
tions, 
(2) the appropriate methodology to 
use in comparative civilizational 
studies, 
(3) inter-civilizational contacts, or 
(4) significant issues in the humani-
ties or social sciences studied from a 
comparative civilizational perspec-
tive.  

                            Joseph Drew 
                 CCR Editor-in-Chief 

òYou say youõll change the constitu-
tion. Well, you know. We all want to 

change your headó 
-Lennon/McCartney, Revolution 
ðððððððððððððððð- 
Are we going to change our heads  

40 years later? 

          1968 - 2008 

   The Futures Committee 
 
The Sociology chair at Harvard has 
his administrator looking into con-
ference possibilities for us for 2011 
(50th Anniversary-Sorokin).  
 
               Steve Blaha, Chair  


