
The State of the Society 

me and many 
others, who, 
having some 
degrees, do not 
know yet who 
we are.  
   Matt lived, 
simply, and 
quietly sur-
rounded by his 
loving wife Nelle 
and his progeny.        
He also lived 
simply among the members of 
the Society, all of whom highly 
respected him. I know there is 
not much one can say at a time 
like this, but we can take comfort 
in the knowledge that Matt had a 
full family and scholarly life and 
contributed to many of the suc-
cessful lives of many of our lead-
ing scholars.  
   In his memory, the Society 
establishes the Matthew Melko 
Award for the best paper on 
the theory of civilization, to be 
presented at the ISCSCõs inter-
national conferences. 
  My sincere condolences are 
extended to the family and to the 
members of the Society. 
 
        Andrew Targowski  (WMU) 
                                    President  
                                             USA              
 

 

Read moreñpages 8 and 9 
 
 

Professor Matthew F. MELKO, 
age 80, a native of Perth Amboy, 
New Jersey, died peacefully at 
home in Dayton, Ohio, on Mon-
day, August 9, 2010.   He was 
Professor Emeritus of Wright 
State University, chair of the 
Sociology/Anthropology Depart-
ment for six years, and Professor 
of Sociology for many years.  
   Dr. Melko was a graduate of 
Alfred University, and he earned 
Master Degrees from both the 
University of Chicago and the 
Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism.  His Ph.D. 
was earned at the London 
School of Economics and Politi-
cal Science.  
   Prof. Melko authored and co-
authored several books and 

articles on Peace, War and the 
Nature of Civilizations. He was a  
cofounder, active member, and 
president of the International 

Society for the Comparative Stud-
ies of Civilizations. He was a 
Korean War Veteran, having 
served as a Sergeant Major in the 
United States Army. He was a 30 
year member of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church and active 
on its Mission Committee. 
   He was also active in the Day-
ton Urban Ministry, working out of 
its center in the Otterbein 
neighborhood of Dayton. Survi-
vors include his loving wife, Nelle; 
his daughter, Julie Melko, of Pa-
hoa, Hawaii; his son, Peter Melko 
of Mason, Ohio; his daughter, 
Ellen Moore of Denver, Colorado; 
and four grandchildren: Gwen, 
James and Lauren Gray and Ella 
Jane Matheo. A Memorial Service 
was held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
August 17, 2010 at his beloved 
Westminster Presbyterian Church.  
   We lost the best known contem-
porary civilizationalist, mentor to 
many other would-be civilizational-
ists, a tireless researcher and 
great moving spirit behind our 
Society. It is very difficult to see 
our international conferences 
without Matt Melko smiling and 
always engaging in the search for 
new civilizations. He had earned 
degrees in sociology, political 
science, economics, and history, 
but if you asked him ñwho are 
you?ò he proudly replied:   ñI am a 
civilizationalist.ò  
   He inspired by his answer many 
of us who call ourselves 
ócivilizationalists.ò  This includes 

Matthew Melko (1930-2010) 
Our Societyõs Past President, 1983 to 1986 
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 A Note by 2010  
Program Chair  

 
   The 40th annual conference of the 
International Society for the Com-
parative Study of Civilizations en-
gaged participants from 13 countries 
in the ongoing discussion of every-
thing conceivable about civilizations 
including what are they, anyway?  
Modern founder David Wilkinson 
made a tremendous presentation on 
that in one of the plenaries, and the 
other plenary presentations were first 
rate also. Anthony Stevens-Arroyo of 
NY shared the stage with Don Can-
non of BYU in a comparative look at 
the ubiquitous role of religions in 
civilizations, and Andrew Targowski 
reviewed the history and future of the 
society in his Presidential address. 
Ultra-professional, providing way 
more food than we could eat during 
breaks and arranging the usual tour 
of local culture, which in this case 
was of the headquarters area 
(Temple Square) of the LDS Church 
which plays such a prominent role in 
Utah historically and today. 
   There were the usual assortment of 
papers, panels and book review 
sessions, about 40 in all over 2 and 
one half days, with the last half day 
reserved for the trip to Salt Lake City 
50 miles away.  That included a stop 
on the way at a museum devoted to 
the entrance of Mormon immigrants 
to the valley of the Great Salt Lake in 
1847 which provided great context for 
those unfamiliar with that history. 
   Our hosts were very friendly and  
awards were given to some young schol-
ars after the Presidential Address, like 
Adan Stevens-Diaz for óYoung Rising 
Civilizational Star.ò  But we struggle as we 
have for years to overcome declining 
institutional support for interdisciplinary 
work, and for young scholars to do any-
thing other than focus on a very narrow 

Conferenceð2010 

This is a burden we all must share, 
because the essence of civiliza-
tional study is large scale and inter-
disciplinary inquiry into world his-
tory. 
    My favorite footnote may illus-
trate that.  You never know who you 
may meet at a conference of the 
ISCSC except that whoever you 
meet is likely to be unusual, unusu-
ally deep in something yet broad at 
the same time.  One paper on water 
projects in mountain culture coun-
tries caught my eye, presented by a 
Baktybek Abdrisaev who was 
teaching at a small university in the 
area (Utah Valley).  To my surprise, 
he turned out to be the former Am-
bassador from Kirghizstan to Can-
ada and the USA.  Then, strange 
fate, I stayed in Utah a few more 
days to visit some relatives and the 
site of the Mountain Meadows Mas-
sacre of 1857 in the far south.   
   I am sitting in the airport to come 
home, when who walks by but 
Ambassador Abdrisaev!  It hap-
pened that a small civil war had 
broken out in Kirgizstan the week 
before, so Johns Hopkins was flying 
him to Maryland to comment.  His 
former boss (the foreign minister) 
was being besieged by the despot 
she had deposed.  So Baktybek 
and I had a splendid talk about the 
details of relations between Uzbeks 
and Kirgiz in his home country while 
we waited for our respective air-
planes. 
   These are the kinds of surprises 
Iôve become accustomed to at 
ISCSC conferences.  And I hope to 
see you all there at Tulane in New 
Orleans next June 2-4.  Best wishes 
always,. 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 

A Note by 2010-Conference Chair                                                                                   
 
The 40th annual conference of the Interna-
tional Society for the Comparative Study of 
Civilizations was held at Brigham Young 
University in Provo, Utah on June 15-17, 
2010.  Forty-two people attended the two and 
a half day conference, the theme of which 
was ñCivilizational Futuresò.   The program 
chair for the meeting was Michael Andregg, 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota 
and the local arrangements were handled by 
Connie Lamb, Brigham Young University.  Presenters are aware that we are 
living in a time of crisis and change, so they spoke about current shifts, chal-
lenges and comparative issues.  Attendees came from many states and a 
few foreign countries to enjoy the beautiful surroundings and participate in 
the conference.  Concurrent paper sessions were programmed under the 
following topical areas:  Civilization under Stress, Clashes of Civilizations, 
Civilizations as Evolving Projects, Central Asia and Africa, Values and Logi-
cal Systems, Minorities and Unusual Religions, Korea and China, More 
Religious Inputs to Civilizations.  Also included were three roundtable discus-
sions: Impact of War on Civilizations, Altruism and Solving Global Problems, 
and Altruism in Global Education.  The five book review sessions were titled: 
Long-term Evolution, Ancient and Modern, Modernity, Islam and the West, 
and Natural Law and Civilizations. 
The conference also included three plenary sessions and the presidentôs 
address.  Anthony Stevens-Arroyo, Professor Emeritus of Brooklyn Univer-
sity, gave a stimulating presentation titled, ñCivilization and Religion: The 
Dance of Shape Shiftersò with discussant Donald Q. Cannon, Professor 
Emeritus of Religion at Brigham Young University.  The other plenary pres-
entations were given by Ashok Malhotra from SUNY Oneonta, ñReligion and 
Civilizations in South Asiaò and David Wilkinson, UCLA who spoke on 
ñCivilizations: What are They?ò  President Andrew Targowski gave his Presi-
dentôs address at the Wednesday evening banquet held at a hotel near BYU.  
His topic was ñA Manifesto for Civilization: Towards the Wise Civilization and 
New Ideologyò.  With the aid of power point, Pres. Targowski discussed the 
wisdom needed for sustaining civilizations of different world systems such as 
capitalism socialism and communism. The entire conference program was 
well planned by Michael Andregg and the papers were high quality and 
thought-provoking. There was also plenty of delicious food and time for 
stimulating conversation among colleagues. 
At the banquet, the ñYoung Rising Civilizational Starò was presented to Adan 
Stevens-Diaz who is currently a student at Temple University.  W. Reed 
Smith talked about next yearôs conference which will be held at Tulane Uni-
versity in New Orleans in June 2011.  After the meetings were finished on 
Thursday, several people took the tour to Salt Lake City which included This 
is the Place Heritage Park, the Olympic memorial plaza from the 2002 Olym-
pic games that were held in Salt Lake City, the Cathedral of the Madeleine, 
and Temple Square. 
The main purpose of the ISCSC business meeting, held on June 17, was the 

election of new officers.  Some whose terms had ex-
pired agreed to remain as officers for another term and 
three new council members were elected.  Please see 
the list of officers in this newsletterôs last page. 

 

       
 
 

Michael Andregg, 2010  
Program Chair 
Vice President 

Connie Lamb 2010  
Program Chair 
Vice President 



                50th Anniversary ISCSC International Conference, Tulane University 
New Orleans, Louisiana, USA ð June 2-4, 2011 

Study of Past, Present, and Future Civilizations - a 50 Year Legacy of the ISCSC 

Page 3 The ISCSC Newsletter                  Conferenceð2011 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

Sub-Themes: 
 

¶ Interdisciplinary Approaches to the Study of Civilizations 

¶ Definitions of Civilizations 

¶ Review of Subjects discussed at the 1961 conference in Salzburg 

¶ The Role of Education in Civilizations 

¶ Remembering Matt Melko 

¶ Does the History of Past Civilizations Educate us to avoid Future Difficulties? 

¶ Aspects of Past Civilizations little understood by Modern People 

¶ Money as the Secular Religion of Global Civilization 

¶ Comparative Religions in Civilization Studies 

¶ Encounters or Conflicts between Civilizations 

¶ Impact of the Environment on Civilizations 

¶ Trends toward a Global Civilization 

¶ Turning Points in the History of Civilization 

¶ The Future of Civilization 
 
Types of Submissions:  Research Papers-12 pages (with its abstract), Position Papers
-5 pages (with its abstract), Research in Progress and Book Abstracts-1 page, propos-
als for Sessions/Workshops 
 
Submission Format:  Microsoft Word .DOC files (single spaced). Provide your name, 
affiliation and e-mail address. 
 
All papers will be refereed and published in the Conference Proceedings 
Submission Deadline:  April 30, 2011 
 
Email submissions to: 2wmcg@earthlink.net   William McGaughey, Program Chair 

A meeting of scholars that took place in Salz-
burg, Austria, in October 1961 led to the crea-
tion of the organization known as the Interna-
tional Society for the Comparative Study of 
Civilizations (ISCSC).  That six-day meeting, 
funded by UNESCO, was attended by such 
luminaries as Arnold Toynbee, Pitirim Sorokin, 
and Othmar Anderlie. 
 
The membership of the ISCSC gradually shifted 
from Europe to the United States; it has also 
had a strong Asian contingent. This is an or-
ganization which essentially has a global per-
spective.  The annual conference, which has 
been held in several different countries, attracts 
scholars from around the world. 
 
This yearôs ISCSC conference at Tulane Univer-
sity in New Orleans on June 2-4, 2011, will mark 
the 50th anniversary of the Salzburg meet-
ing.  The theme of the conference will be ñStudy 
of Past, Present, and Future Civilizations - a 50 
Year Legacy of the ISCSC.ò We want to revisit 
the topics discussed in Salzburg while including 
themes that have subsequently become impor-
tant.  In particular, the conference will focus on 
the future of civilization and the ability of civiliza-
tion studies to help in predicting that future. 
 
Further information about the 2011 conference 
is available at the ISCSC website, 
www.wmich.edu/iscsc/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          William McGaughe 
           2011 Conference  
             Program Chair 

                                                                    Cõest si bon! 
 

On behalf of Tulane University and the Freeman School of Business, I am very pleased to in-

vite the members of the ISCSC to attend the 50th Anniversary Conference here at Tulane in 

New Orleans in June, 2011.  The theme of the conference will be òStudy of Past, Present and 

Future Civilizations  a Fifty Year Legacy of the ISCSCó. 

     We are excited to host the 50th Anniversary Conference; for me personally, it is nostalgic 

and seems appropriate, like a cycle completed (albeit a shorter cycle than we are used to 

dealing with).  When I studied international relations as an undergraduate at Tulane in the 

early 1980õs, one of my professors, Henry Mason, asked if anyone would like to write a paper 

on a formerly popular but by then almost forgotten Englishman, 

Arnold J. Toynbee.  

     I volunteered, and was hooked.  It turns out that Prof. Mason 

had written a monograph entitled Toynbeeõs Approach to World 

Politics in 1958.  I hope to have it re-printed in conjunction with 

the conference. 

    We are looking forward to seeing you 

in 2011 and hope you enjoy our wonder-

ful university and city. Cõest si bon! 

JD. W. Reed Smith 
2011 Conference Chair 

Vice President 

mailto:2wmcg@earthlink.net
http://www.wmich.edu/iscsc/
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Tulane Dormitory Accommodation 
 
Single occupationéé.éééé.$33 
Double  occupationéééééé$27 
Linens provided. Paid to the ISCSC. 

 
 
Some Hotels in Uptown New Orleans and the French Quarter 
 
There are literally hundreds of hotels in and around New Orleans. 
The following are a few suggestions 
 
Close to Tulane campus: 
 
Make sure to state that you are with the ISCSC Conference at 
Tulane University for the group rate. 
 
1) Park View Guest House (ONLY 2 BLOCKS FROM TULANE 
CAMPUS) 
7004 St. Charles Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
Tel. (504) 861-7564 or toll free (888) 533-0746 
Email:  info@parkviewguesthouse.com 
 
Rooms will be approximately $112-130.00 per night, depending on 
the room. 
 
2) St. Charles Inn (Best Western) (about 15 minutes by streetcar 
to Tulane campus) 
3636 St. Charles Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70115-4690 
Tel. (504) 899-8888 or toll free (800) 489-9908 
Fax (504) 899-8892 
 
Group rate $115 plus tax 
Includes breakfast, parking, and wi-fi. 
 
Not close to Tulane campus (but in or close to French 
Quarter) 
 
3) Hotel Monteleone (504) 523-3341 or toll free (866) 338-
4684 
 
4) Sheraton (504) 525-2500 
 
You can still take a ñStreet Car Named Desireò from these 
hotels to the conference site on the Tulane campus. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Conference Meals 
 
June 1 (Wednesday) - Complementary reception , 7-9 PM, at  Tulane  University LBC 
                                                                                          (LBCðLavin-Bernick Center) 
June 2 (Thursday)  Breakfast 8:30, Lunch  12 :00, no organized dinnerðon your own 
June 3 (Friday)       Breakfast 8:30, Lunch  12 :00, Banquet  7:30 PM at the Sun Ray Grill 
  (transportation to this restaurant by provided bus) 
 
June 4 (Saturday)   Breakfast 8:30, Lunch  12 :00,  
There will be a bus tour for approximately 2 hours  
Sat. June 4 commencing immediately  
after the conclusion of the conferenceééé..$10 
 
Full Food: Breakfast and Lunch, no Banquet  $100 
Limited Food: Lunch and Banquet                  $100  
                                                                (breakfast at  your hotel) 
Total Food: Breakfast, Lunch and Banquet     $150  
(including transportation cost) 

 
 
 
Registration Feeñmembersééé.éééééééééé...$180 
 
(includes coffee breaks, reception, Proceedings, facilities, admin. 
computers, help desk, etc.) 
 
Look for the website www.wmichedu/iscsc for more details &  
Registration Form!   Please make checks payable to: ISCSC 

Credit Card alternative: Contact Betsy Drummer at betsy.drummer@wmich.edu 
 
Please address questions about the conference registration to Betsy Drummer at 
betsy.drummer@wmich.edu and/or Professor W. Reed Smith at wrsmithjd@yahoo.com. 

James Wilson Center

For Intercollegiate

Athletics

The ISCSC Conference 
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WHAT ISCSC-2012 AND MARK TWAIN HAVE IN COMMON? 
 
The year 2012 is going to be very promising 
with a three-day ISCSC conference to take 
place at Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut 
in June. Hartford is the capital city of the state of 
Connecticut. Almost 400 years old, it is among 
the oldest cities in the country. Trinity College is 
a private, liberal arts school, which was founded 
in 1823. This second oldest college in the state 
of Connecticut after Yale University is also 
regarded as one of the few Little Ivies. Our local 
Host Chair will be Dr. Barry A. Kosmin, Direc-
tor of the Institute for the Study of Secularism in 
Society and Culture at Trinity College.  

In addition to a very interesting program that is being put 
together by the organizers, the participants will be able to take full advan-
tage of the local landmarks such as the nation's oldest public art museum 
(Wadsworth Athenaeum), the oldest public park (Bushnell Park), and the 
oldest continuously published newspaper (The Hartford Courant). And of 
course, the historic homes of Mark Twain and Harriet Beecher Stowe are 
located in Hartford as well. A visit to the Harriet Beecher Stowe House 
provides an intimate insight into life of the author, whose words changed 
the world with ground-breaking anti-
slavery novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin.  

Mark Twain, whom William 
Faulkner famously called the ñFather of 
American Literature,ò moved his family 
to this Victorian Gothic style edifice in 
1874. The writerôs local fans saved the 
house from demolition in 1927 and 
eventually turned it into a museum. 
During seventeen years in Hartford, 
Twain wrote many of his best-known 
works: The Gilded Age, The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer, The Prince and the 
Pauper, Life on the Mississippi, Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn, A Tramp 
Abroad, and A Connecticut Yankee in 
King Arthur's Court. Ernest Hemingway once noted: ñAll modern Ameri-
can literature comes from one book by Mark Twain called, Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn.ò  

There is no doubt, that ideas presented at Hartford by the 
ISCSC scholars, will exert a similarly profound influence on the future of 
human endeavor.  
 

Vlad Alalykin-Izvekov, Chair, Futures and  
Conferences Committee 

Bill McGaughey, Member, Futures and Conferences  
Committee 

FAMOUS MARK TWAINôS QUOTES: 
  
I have never let my schooling interfere with my 
education. 
Mark Twain 
 
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court: 
How empty is theory in presence of fact! 
 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: 
Often, the less there is to justify a traditional 
custom, the harder it is to get rid of it. 
 
The Prince and the Pauper: 
When I am king, they shall not have bread and shelter only, but also teach-
ings out of books, for a full belly is little worth where the mind is starved. 
 
Following the Equator: 
The very ink with which all history is written is merely fluid prejudice. 
 
The Father and Son: 
When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand 
to have the old man around. But when I got to be twenty one, I was aston-
ished at how much he head learned in seven years.  
 
The Lowest Animal: 
Of all the animals, man is the only one that is cruel. He is the only one that 
inflicts pain for the pleasure of doing it. 
 
Innocents Abroad: 
One frequently only finds out how really beautiful a really beautiful woman is 
after considerable acquaintance with her; and the rule applies to Niagara 
Falls, to majestic mountains, and to mosques -- especially to mosques. 
 
Following the Equator: 
We despise all reverences and all objects of 
reverence which are outside the pale of our 
list of sacred things. And yet, with strange 
inconsistency, we are shocked when other 
people despise and defile the things which 
are holy to us. 
 
Following the Equator: 
The universal brotherhood of man is our 
most precious possession, what there is of 
it. 

Winter in Russia, in Hartford 2012 

will be warmer! 
Civilization and Winter in Russia 

Climate Control by these Wires? 

Mark Twainõs house in Hartford, CT 
He never was in Russia. Perhaps after meet-
ing with A. Tolstoy we could have very inter-

esting ideas, coming from both? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_(political)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Ivies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadsworth_Atheneum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bushnell_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hartford_Courant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Twain_House
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harriet_Beecher_Stowe_House_(Hartford,_Connecticut)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harriet_Beecher_Stowe_House_(Hartford,_Connecticut)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Gilded_Age:_A_Tale_of_Today
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Tramp_Abroad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Tramp_Abroad
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/00/TrinCollHartford.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/TrinityCollege_LSCSpring.jpg
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One of the benefits of belonging to the 
International Society for the Compara-
tive Study of Civilizations is that mem-
bers receive the prize-winning Com-
parative Civilizations Review twice a 
year.  The journal sprung from a dis-
cussion involving Pitirim Sorokin and 
Arnold Toynbee, among others, is 
peer-reviewed and includes a wide 
range of authors covering many aca-
demic disciplines.  It has now pub-
lished Issue #62.  With ten members 
of the Editorial Board, the Review, 
published in the United States, is 
distributed two times per year to indi-
vidual scholars, universities, and li-
braries worldwide. 
Topics most frequently covered in-
clude: 

¶ Growth of civilizations 

¶ Living specimens of civiliza-

tions 

¶ Comparative Civilizations as 

an intelligible field of historical 
study 

¶ The comparability of civiliza-

tions 

¶ Contacts between civilizations 

¶ The identification of civiliza-

tions 

¶ Genesis of civilizations 

¶ Great figures in the study of 

Comparative Civilizations,  

¶ The philosophical contempora-

neity  of civilizations 
 

                                 Joseph Drew 
                       CCR Editor-in-Chief 
       josephdrew4920@verizon.net 

     Submissions: 
                               Walter Benesch 
                                 ffwjb@uaf.edu 

The ISCSC Newsletter 

Good News!!   
The International Society for the Comparative Study of Civilizations 
signed an agreement on October 29, 2010, with EBSCO Publishing 
Company of Massachusetts. Basically, this agreement means that is-
sues of our journal, the Comparative Civilizations Review, will now be 
included in EBSCO Publishingõs Soc INDEX bibliographic database, a 
Full Text research and bibliographic database. For some time, mem-
bers of our association have been concerned that our journal, and the 
innovative authors whose articles are carried within its pages, have not 
been known or available to enough of the scholarly world.  The agree-
ment with EBSCO advances the journalõs worldwide exposure, and is 
especially helpful for college students and faculty members who use 
EBSCO to undertake their research. Starting with our spring issue, our 
Technical Editor, Mr. John Glasscock, will be sending one PDF of each 
issue direct to EBSCO.   In addition, we will send one hard copy of 
each issue to EBSCO. Writers ð get your pencils sharpened!!  The 
world will surely see your work now. 
                                                                      Joseph Drew, Editor-in-Chief 
                                                                     josephdrew4920@verizon.net 

Treasurerõs Report 

      
      In the past year (2010), ISCSC memberships have stayed steady.  At the present time 
ISCSC has 40% individual members of our  400 about 15 years ago), 30% of current member-
ship are international members, rest are from the USA.   Thirty two of these individuals need to 
renew their membership fee ASAP to remain current for 2011. The annual newsletter and the 
marketing that ISCSC members have been doing, especially during conference recruitment, 
has helped membership dues being paid in a timely manner.  The trend in membership seems 
to be where someone pays for a 2 year membership to attend a conference and then do not 

renew after those 2 years.  For example, when the conference was 
in St. John, there was an increase in Canadian membershipôs and 
now two years later, some of those are the ones that need to 
renew, however, have not yet. A percentage of those only paid for 
a 1 year membership and as we approach the 2 year deadline 
(granting them a year extension) they will become inactive mem-
bers. I see a similar trend from the conference in Kalamazoo, many 
memberships have expired, but those memberships have not been 
renewed as of today.  A number of reminders have been sent out 
and the committee members for the conference this summer in 
New Orleans have been sending out correspondence to all paying 
and non paying members.  Currently ISCSC also has 59 subscrip-
tion from libraries and subscription service agencies: EBSCO, 
SWETS, Wolper Subscription Services, Karger Libri (Switzerland), 
Rikkyo Univ. (Tokyo),Komazawa Univ. (Tokyo), Forth Subscription 
ServicesðKun Shan Univ. Library (Taiwan), and Koperasi Ke-
daibuku Universiti Malaya Berhad (Malaysia). The main sources of 
the Society's income are membership dues and conference surplus 
(if possible). The conference in 2008 made $420.00 after paying all 
expenses with the keynote speakers being the most expensive.  
The 2009 conference in Kalamazoo was supported by funds from 
Western Michigan University so the society did come ahead be-
cause of that support.  There were approximately 80 people in 

attendance at the 2009 conference. Conference 2010 so far has provided $800.00 in surplus, 
although that conference has not been closed out as of yet. Membership fees for 2011 have 
been increased by $10.00 for individual 1 year membership (which is now $60.00/yr), Retiree 

fees went up to $50.00/yr. ($10.00 increase), and a 2 year membership has increased to 
$95.00 ($20.00 increase). 
        The balance of the ISCSC account has stayed steady also; currently the bal-
ance is 15 % bigger than the 2007 budget.  Expenses pending at this time are for 
the Fall 2010 CCR and the 2011 newsletter.  Membership renewals continue to 
come in at this time of the year.   
                 Betsy Drummer. Treasurer 
                                                                                  Betsy.drummer@wmich.edu 
                          (2007-2013) 

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues: 
 
We are a communityða little 
different from communities of 
blood and neighborhood. We 
are a community of scholars, 
scholars who are thinking about 
the biggest organizations in the 
worldðnot only those of today 
but all the way back to the be-
ginnings of human history: civili-
zations. 
    
Our community meets once a 
yearðat our annual conference, 
and we communicate between 
conferences through our twice- 
yearly journal of essays and 
book reviews. It is important that 
we see each other, read each 
otherôs papers, and debate at 
our conference round tables. It 
is through all this interchange 
that we improve not only our 
own scholarship, but that of our 
colleagues. And what we do 
matters to the world. We are a 
repository of this sort of knowl-
edge today. 
    
We look forward to seeing all of 
you (if that is possible) at our 
next conference, which will be 
held in a unique civilizational 
hubðNew Orleans.  In that 
venue, food will also be part of 
our personal studies, I am sure. 
    
I wish you all a very happy holi-
day season and New Yearðand 
hope to see you in New Or-
leans.   
 

Laina Farhat-Holzman 
Publisher and Senior Editor,  
Comparative Civilizations 

Review 
Lfarhat102@aol.com 



 The Toynbee-Talbutt Award for  
the Young Rising Civilization Star  

 
Will be provided each year due to the contribution by Prof. Dr. Tal-
butt, an accomplished civilizationist and specialist on P. Sorokin. 

RULES 
1. Every member of the ISCSC can submit a nomination to a given 
yearôs Conference Program Chair. 

2. Program Chair consults the Program Committee and submits the 
choices to President for acceptance. 

3.Criteria of contribution: 
    A. Publishing record 
    B. Conferences attendance 
    C. Service to the SCSC 
    D. Other special contributions 
 

         The Toynbee-Talbutt  - 2010 
Adán Stevens-Díaz 

 
In pursuit of his doctorate at 
Temple University, the winner 
of the Toynbee-Talbutt Award 
for 2010 brings a unique di-
mension to the ISCSC.  Not 
only is Adán Stevens-Díaz a 
maturing scholar with a prom-
ising academic future in the 
study of civilizations, he has 
participated in the societyõs 
meetings beginning with atten-
dance in 1984 while still a 
babe the arms of his mother 
(on the picture).  His first pres-
entation at an annual confer-

ence took place at the Dublin meeting when he was a little more 
than 9 years old.  He confesses to have enjoyed playing the 
computer game Civilization in order to demonstrate to ISCSC 
members how much the gameõs designer had depended on 
Toynbeeõs masterful works. 
 
Now, as a published scholar with a two mastersõ degree in Eth-
ics and Theology, Adán Stevens-Díaz has approached the study 
of religion with the acquired perspectives of civilizational stud-
ies.  He has included the insights of new approaches in ecologi-
cal and material aspects of civilization along with a grasp of the 
role of religion in the worldõs civilizational dynamics.  His work 
has included analysis of the role of feminism and Latinos/as  in 
contemporary Islam, the use of the internet in organizational 
processes, the link between religion, politics and social change,  
and  issues of globalization that threaten the survival of cultural 
values in the face of impersonal technology.  And he continues 
to be faithful to the ISCSC. 
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Civilization and Youth Culture  
Adán Stevens-Díaz 

 
 The concept of an informational revolution is not a new one in 
the study of civilizations.   The incipient Capitalism of the modern age 
used Protestantism to break away from Roman Catholic-controlled Feu-
dalism, to undermine Monarchs, and to create secret revolutionary cad-
res, like the Free Masons.  Key to these dramatic changes was the role 
of the printing press.  Books and broadside published for the masses 
distributed information and ideas that royal and ecclesiastical scribes 
feared and suppressed.   It is impossible to understand the Enlighten-
ment without reference to the use of new means of idea diffusion.  This 
ferment the ideas circulating in society provided both the information 
and the motivation for establishing a new order in the nations of the 
world.  
 Todayôs internet is the next printing press, and facilitates the 
move from nation-state to Network Society as characterized by Manuel 
Castells.  Just as the Agrarian and Industrial Revolutions changed the 
society in the past, computers are radically altering contemporary soci-
ety.  The transmitted image has replaced the court scribe.  Whereas 
once before hegemonic institutions controlled information, today the 
internet with all of its loose ends and WikiLeaks poses a global threat to 
the worldôs order and has the potential to be historyôs greatest counter-
hegemonic tool.  
 I believe it essential to recognize how a global Youth Culture 
has grown within cyber-space and now plays a huge role in what 
Manuel Castells calls the Informational Age. This youth, is still located 
primarily in industrial developed societies and cities, so it is not univer-
sal, however, in every country and region, young people use the Inter-
net to listen to the similar style of music, to imitate the similar styles of 
clothing and grooming, and to view themselves as a world-wide genera-
tion that has more in common with others of the same age, where ever 
they might be than with parents in the same household. 
 Flash Mobs show the advancement of Youth Culture and 
technology in mass mobilizations against the status quo.  There is no 
heavy political agenda, but just as the Block Party was universal dissat-
isfaction, so is the flash mob.  Moreover, because so much of the 
worldôs youth culture is based on Ricoeurôs hermeneutics of suspicion, 
they challenge not only previous generations, but also the information 
that props us current Nation-States.  It may be too soon to predict that 
Youth Culture will seize the Internet to revolutionize society, but it is not 
too soon to realize that there is a new revolutionary potential within 
civilizational process.  
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Matt Melkoñ Irreplaceable 
 
In 1989, a colleague drew my attention to a conference that was 
about to be held in Berkeley.  He himself knew nothing whatever 
about its sponsor.  Even so, he thought that the three distinguishing 
elements in its title, the ñInternational Society for the Comparative 
Study of Civilizationsò, precisely captured my emergent interests as 
a political scientist in the applicability of contemporary analytic and 
comparative social science to the study of the institutional orders of 
past civilizations. 
   Intrigued, I decided to find out for myself what might lie behind the 
label.  To my pleased surprise, I found the hallways filled with peo-
ple who spoke with passion and insight about books and authors I 
had only recently discovered.  I soon learned how much further a 
political scientist named David Wilkinson had advanced along my 
intended pathway than I.  I was deeply impressed by a thickly tex-
tured scholarly paper on religions by someone named John Hord.  I 
was altogether swept away by a brilliant keynote address on geno-
cide by David Kopf, who conclusively showed how much political 
scientists could learn about their own subject matter from a histo-
rian with a perceptively nuanced, astringently analytic comparative 
focus.  And yet, in this distinguished crowd, it was a tall, lanky pro-
fessor who introduced himself to me as Matthew Melko who did the 
most to persuade me that I had done well to come to the confer-
ence.  He did so not by glad-handing, nor yet by playing up the 
credentials of the Societyôs members, but rather by drawing out 
from me the interests and formulations that had led me to turn from 
further study of contemporary governments to investigation of the 
structural properties and sources of power and weakness in their 
predecessors, and he then suggested to me some of the many 
ways in which such curiosity could be linked to core questions that 
had given rise to the ISCSC.  In conclusion, he extracted from me a 
promise to return.  It was a promise I knew I would keep. 
   Over the years since that conversation I was to learn that, con-
trary to much conventional wisdom, first impressions, at least in this 
instance, were not deceiving.  The ISCSC is a very tolerant society; 
it can find room at its conferences for presentations ranging from 
culturally sensitive interpretations of Korean films to computer mod-
elings of international tensions to proposals for colonizing outer 
space.  For years, then decades, a fixture at every conference, 
however, was a colloquium by Matt in which the participants were 
invited to engage in dialogue over the necessary and sufficient con-
ditions for defining a ñcivilizationò and the application of these crite-
ria to candidate ñmacro-culturesò for inclusion or differentiation 
within that class.  At times these sessions seemed to partake a 
certain element of medieval scholasticism, but they reflected Mattôs 
determination to remind ISCSC members that many of the most 
central issues of the societyðissues for the discussion of which the 
Society provided an altogether distinctive forumðremained unre-
solved, and that lack of conceptual clarity repeatedly threatened to 
cloud discourse about causes, posited relationships, and the dy-
namics of entities given implicitly private meanings by each analyst.  
In that sense it is not hyperbolic to say that Mattôs mission became 
to save the intellectual integrityðone might even say ñthe soulòðof 
the Society.  Unsurprisingly, Samuel Huntington, whose intellectual 
standards and theses required that he be very clear about such 
issues in his Clash of Civilizations, repeatedly cites with approval 

the discussion of ñcivilizationsò in the slim 1969 volume by ñMelkoò as a 
foil to the intellectual muddle he otherwise discerned in the field. 
   Yet Matt, I learned, was also a shameless entrepreneur.  I well re-
member once receiving a phone call urging me to give a paper on the 
Emperor Hadrian at a forthcoming ISCSC conference.   ñWhy should I 
consider doing any such thing?ò I asked.  ñIôm no Classicist; I once 
walked on a wall in northern Britain named after Hadrian, but I otherwise 
know nothing much about him except that he was one of Gibbonôs ad-
mired Antonines.ò  ñBut thatôs the point,ò Matt replied.  ñNeither does 
anybody else.  You once studied Latin, and you once lived near the 
Roman Limes in Germany.  You owe it to yourself to learn about Ha-
drian, and I want to see what someone whose thoughts naturally turn to 
Japan, China, Indonesia, Ethiopia, and Brazil has to say about Hadrian.ò  
As he knew all too well, the invitation was irresistible.  I soon learned 
that he was also right; in fact historians know astoundingly little about 
many years in the adult life of one of Romeôs greatest emperorsðfar 
less than about the major emperors of the contemporary Han Dynasty in 
China--despite his reign over one of the most literate societies in ancient 
history and his well-chronicled travels abroad.  That this should be soð
that nearly all we know could be compressed into the modest dimen-
sions of the surprisingly few biographies that have been written about 
himðwas a revelation to me, an indication of how much of what we 
think we know about the Roman Empire rests on imaginative extrapola-
tions from exceedingly slender factual foundations.  My naµve outsiderôs 
incredulityðinconceivable, I should imagine, to one long versed in the 
study of Roman historyðseemed to provide Matt with the kind of cross-
disciplinary, cross-civilizational perspectives he was searching for.    
   In a very different sense Matt came to provide many of the organiza-
tional girders and standards on which our Society has come to rest.  
Though he was the soul of modesty in such matters, one could not talk 
with him for long without recalling that he was one of the swiftly diminish-
ing number within the ISCSC who had had personal contact with its 
celebrated founders.  And to his great credit, he did not allow friendship 
to prevent him from demanding changes he believed necessary to pre-
serve that vision.  I was never quite sure what led to his dissatisfaction 
during a year in which I sought to serve as program chair; but whatever 
the causes, his view of their implications was clear enough: a change of 
personnel in that position was in order.  But he never allowed his con-
cern for the well-being of an association he cared deeply about to ob-
scure his sense of his own fallibility.  In an action unparalleled, to my 
knowledge, in the annals of scholarship, he insisted that an anonymous 
readerôs critique of his most recentðsadly, his lastðarticle for the Com-
parative Civilizations Review be published in full along with his work.   
 
I have found it hard to write about Mattôs contributions to the ISCSC 
without lapsing into self-referential anecdotes.  But that difficulty is intrin-
sic to memories of interactions with an intensely human individual who 
sometimes sought to conceal how much he cared about others through 
his delighted observations of human folly.  It seems altogether charac-
teristic of the man that he was never happy to come to conferences 
without the company of his wife and best companion Nelle and, perhaps, 
his daughter Julie.  It is a near certainty that he will be missed 
henceforth by all who knew him.  What is absolutely certain, and 
even more distressing, is that we shall find him irreplaceable. 
     

           George Von Der Muhll 
California 
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Blessed to be a Friend of Matt Melko  

 
Not a week goes by that I don't think of Matt--to call him or e-mail him 
about some issue or other--often his thoughtful responses  
to my weekly newspaper columns. I miss his feedback. 
   Matt, who was my idea of the perfect professor, had been a Reuters 
foreign correspondent before he became an academic. This gave him 
something so valuable--experience in the real world and a perspective 
that enabled him to analyze war and global civilizations issues. 
   Matt wrote a small book about being a professor:  A Professor's Work, 
that is meant for readers who have no idea what a real professor does. 
The anti-intellectuals out there should have access to this book--and so  
do the professors who do not live up to this ideal.  
   But his major work was his overview of warfare in human history--with 
a surprising conclusion that human history has had many more  years of 
peace than actual conflict.  We just pay attention to the wars--but they 
do not dominate human events as much as we might have thought. 
   As a member (and former president) of our association, he was con-
stantly reaching out to fellow academics to attend our conferences, to 
review books for us, and in general serving as the matchmaker in getting 
us all together. His own papers were always not only informative and 
scholarly, but were also extremely entertaining and often funny. He rep-
resented the best in American scholarship--self-effacing, a bit different 
from some of our more reserved foreign colleagues. But even they could 
 not help but to like him. 
I miss him a great deal, but feel blessed to have been his friend.  
 

 deserve that label.  He did not fail for lack of trying ï Matt arranged 
many discussions of exactly those topics.  Consensus was frus-
trated by the kaleidoscope of people and disciplines he, and co-
founder David Wilkinson, gathered from all over the world. And 
thatôs OK, because any firm consensus might have squelched the 
creative zest with some emerging dogma. 
   So work remains to be done.  Matt was always an advocate for 
young scholars and for genuine interdisciplinary exchange.  And he 
always believed that the civilizational perspective, whatever that is, 
held real clues to the great problems of our age like world peace.  I 
hope the young scholars will continue to struggle with these in the 
graceful ways that Matthew Melko showed us in his search for 
global harmony. 

Michael Andregg 
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, and 

University of Minnesota 

Matthew Melko (1930 -2010)  

A seat for the next president waits 

Matt Melko ð Some Words of Memory 
 
   I first met Matt Melko at a COPRED conference (Consortium for 
Peace Research, Education and Development) where we were both 
active in the mid-1980ôs.  He told me about an unusual group of inter-
disciplinary scholars who studied ñcivilizationsò and suggested I might 
come some day.  So I attended my first ISCSC conference in 1888.  It 
stuck because I could get more instant expertise on wars of ancient 
times there than anywhere else.  You never met such an odd group of 
scholars, always deep in something yet broad at the same time.  And 
not all historians or sociologists ï there were always a few physical 
scientists, anthropologists and even a biologist or two.  I also stayed 
because of Mattôs hard work over decades to encourage the broad 
view of human history, so essential for my own work on causes of war. 
   Of course he served in every capacity of the organization at one time 
or another, and years after he declined the honors of program chair or 
conference organizer, he would still arrange perhaps a third of the  
panels in conferences just by calling old friends and colleagues putting 
together combinations that moved scholarship forward.  Matt was part 
of the social glue so essential to small academic groups, and he was 
an  intellectual integrator essential to find common ground among 
scholars from around the world and from every conceivable discipline. 
   The one project I wish he had finished was forging a consensus on 
what exactly a civilization is, and a consensus list of which groups  
 

The State of the Society 
                                     

                       From Many to One Issue? 
 

The Society is in mourning after the death of Profes-
sor Matthew Melko, former president of our organi-
zation.  He was a pillar of the Society, which due to 
his invisible hand acted accordingly to the foundersô 
aims that were defined 50 years ago. In 2011 we are 
going to celebrate 50th anniversary of the ISCSC. 
The question now is how to develop our Society 
(without Matt) to last another 50 years? 

   This task is difficult since our members are aging. Additionally, 
due to the economic world crisis new members from academia are 
not joining us at a desirable pace. However, the Society has a new 
president, who is an old one, in double sense of this adjective.  
   I consider my presidency in 2010-2013 as the transition to the 
next generation of leaders, who perhaps with a fresh and innovative 
approach will lead the Society in long years to come. Let me share 
with you, dear Members, who should be the next president? 
   The next president should be one who has the support from his/
her institution, most probably from a university. This support should 
include support for travel and a treasurer, which so far is covered 
by my university. Furthermore, the next president should like schol-
arship and contributing to the solving of civilizational issues, such 
as those facing us in the declining of Western Civilization and the 
reservoir of planetôs strategic resource. 
  Perhaps the candidates for the office of the next president should 
enter voting in 2012 to select the 
president-elect. In such way, I can 
help him/her to be preparing to take 
over leadership in 2013 and be fully 

able to carry the new responsibility.  

Andrew Targowski 
President 
Michigan 
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  The book, Greek Festivals, Modern 
and Ancient: A Comparison of Fe-
male and Male Values, is a product 
of studies in ancient history combined 
with fieldwork and anthropological 
analysis of todayôs Mediterranean 
societies. The central theme of the 
study is the values of the Greek 
people. Important topics discussed 
are whether peoplesô beliefs and 
customs reflect one or several value-
systems, and how do these relate to 
men and women. The comparison is 
based on ancient and contemporary 
Greek religious festivals, on which an 
analysis of the fertility-cult in ancient 
and modern society is conducted. 
This is followed up by an examination 
of modern and ancient value-
systems, as expressed through the 
relationship between official religion 
and popular belief. The festivals are 
presented from a cyclical perspec-
tive, as they follow a ritual calendar  

where celebrations are performed in 
connection with important phases 
during the agricultural year.  
   The belief in fertility-rituals is pre-
sent both in ancient and modern 
society, and these rituals are con-
nected with women. They are the 
most competent performers of the 
rituals. Their knowledge of fertility 
magic means that they have the 
power to both, promote and prevent 
fertility in society. Therefore, an in-
vestigation of the relationship be-
tween women and fertility, and the 
importance of the cult within the 
society in general, is required. In 
ancient and modern official festivals 
and rituals linked to life-cycle pas-
sages, fertility-rituals are of focal 
importance. The fertility-cult plays an 
important role within the official male 
value-system.  
   This is the value-system, from 
which the festivals and the society,  

 which they reflect, traditionally have 
been considered. The absence of the 
female value-system leaves previous 
analyses one-sided and incomplete. 
Therefore, a comprehensive analysis 
requires the female point of view to be 
included. Hence, the study argues for 
the importance of changing our ap-
proach when working with ancient 
culture. Taking account of the female 
sphere in Greece provides us with a 
basis for considering the female part 
of society. But, by so doing, the official 
male perspective, which is similar to 
the Western male perspective gener-
ally applied within Greek studies, has 
to be deconstructed. The study lo-
cates two contradictory views in an-
cient and modern sources, one con-
nected with the female sphere and the 
other connected with the male sphere. 
This means that there is not a one-
way power or male dominance in the 
Greek cultural area, but rather com-
peting powers, related to men and 
women and their respective spheres. 
The two opposing value-systems are 
nevertheless both complementary and 
interdependent.   

 
and Death from different periods and 
parts of Europe, as well as the Middle 
East and Asia, i.e. areas where, 
through the ages, there have been a 
constant interaction and discourse 
between a variety of people, often 
with different ethnic backgrounds. 
The studies illustrate many parallels 
between the various societies and 
religious groupings, despite of many 
differences, both in time and space. 
       The theme, death, is mostly seen 
from what have been regarded as the 
geographical margins of society as 
well as concerning the people in-
volved: women. Thus, the articles, 
most of them presenting original 
material from  

 
areas which are not very known for 
English readers, offer new perspec-
tives on the processes of cultural 
changes.  
   The collection has important ramifi-
cation for current research surround-
ing the shaping of a ñEuropean iden-
tityò, the marketing of regional and 
national heritages. In connection with 
the present-day aim of connecting 
the various European heritages, and 
developing a vision of Europe and its 
constituent elements that is both 
global and rooted, the work has great 
relevance. One may also mention the 
new international initiative on intangi-
ble heritage, spearheaded by 
UNESCO. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 In 2005, she received her Ph.D in His-
tory from the University of Bergen, Nor-
way where she has also taught history 
and culture (mainly ancient Greek/
Roman) 1990-2004. Later, she has been 
affiliated with Unifob Global, University of 
Bergen and Centre for Women and 
Gender Research, University of Bergen.  

In 2006, she received a Project grant 
from the Norwegian Non-Fiction Writers 
and Translators Association (NFFO). 
She currently works as a researcher 
and since 1983, she has had several 
periods of fieldwork in the Mediterra-
nean, mainly in Italy and Greece, also 
conducting research on religious festi-
vals and life-cycle passages since 1987. 
   Her publications combine fieldwork 
results with ancient sources, and the 
most important include, Greske fester, 
Moderne og Antikke: En sam-
menlignende undersøkelse av kvin-
nelige og mannlige verdier (Greek 
Festivals, Modern and Ancient: A Com-
parison of Female and Male Values,  

Kristiansand: Norwegian Academic Press) 
from 2007 and her forthcoming book, 
Konkurrerende ideologier i gresk religion før 
og nå (Competing Ideologies in Greek 
Religion, Ancient and Modern), which is 
expected (Oslo: Novus Press) in 2011.  
   She also edited the anthology, Women, 
Pain and Death: Rituals and Everyday-Life 
on the Margins of Europe and Beyond 
(Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars 
Publishing) from 2008.  
   She is presently working on a new book, 
Greek Women Death, Ancient and Modern: 
A Comparative Analysis, in which the theo-
retical approach she outlined in her edited 
book is used on new empirical material 
connected with Greek women and death.  

   She has published in eight languages, 
including several articles in English on 
subjects from Greek culture, ancient and 
modern, particularly on the ritual year, life-
cycle passages, gender and womenôs 
studies, and the relations between official 
and popular religion. Several articles con-
cern religious rituals in connection with 
water.  

The edited book, Women, Pain and 
Death: Rituals and Everyday-Life on 
the Margins of Europe and Beyond, 
is a cross-cultural and multidiscipli-
nary collection of articles represent-
ing different perspectives and topics 
related to the general theme Women  

mailto:evyhaa@online.no


Professor Ashok Kumar Malhotra is Dis-
tinguished Teaching Professor of Philoso-
phy at SUNY College at Oneonta. Honors 
include SUNY Chancellorôs Award for Excel-
lence in Teaching; United University Profes-
sions Excellence Award; Friends of Educa-
tion Award; Bharat Excellence Award; Jewel 
of India Gold Award; Spiritual Leadership 
Award (SIUE); Gullands Non-Resident Indi-
ans (NRI) Excellence Award; East West 
Center Distinguished Alumni Award and 
University of Hawaii Distinguished Alumni 
Award. 
   His works include: Jean Paul Sartreôs 
Existentialism in Nausea; Jean Paul Sartreôs 
Existentialism in Literature and Philosophy; 
On Hindu Philosophies of Experience; Path-
ways to Philosophy (with Douglas Shrader); 
Guidebook for Pathways to Philosophy (with 
Douglas Schrader); Culture and Self (with 
Douglas Allen); Transcreation of the Bhaga-
vad Gita; Instant Nirvana, First Edition; An 
Introduction to Yoga Philosophy; INSTANT 
NIRVANA: Americanization of Mysticism 
and Meditation, 2009; WISDOM OF THE 
TAO TE CHING: The Code of a Spiritual 
Warrior, 2006; JOURNAL OF YOGA: Yoga 
and Meditation Now, 2009. 
The Author was nominated twice (with the 
support of the ISCSC) for the 2009 I 2010 
Nobel Peace Prize.  
 
    Writing on Jean-Paul Sartre is like going 
to a shrine. The way is well trodden. How-
ever, the journey continues to be uphill and 
the path winding and circuitous. There are 
blind alleys, labyrinthine pathways, and 
distracting lights. Time and again one has to 
pause and look for direction. I have been a 
devoted pilgrim to the Sartre shrine.  
 

   As a token of my debt to Sartre, I have written 
this work in an effort to telescope the long and 
arduous intellectual journey for the newly initiated.  
   The book is directed to the grassroots course in 
Sartre's brand of existential philosophy. My ex-
perience in teaching introductory courses in phi-
losophy has convinced me that the philosophy of 
Sartre can be best introduced to students through 
Nausea which is replete with existential themes. It 
is easier for the beginner to identify oneself with 
Roquentin and his use of the phenomenological 
method in Nausea than with Sartre and his ab-
stract and vague descriptions of this method in 
Being and Nothingness. The ideal of philosophy 
as a presuppositionless discipline is also best 
conveyed through the character and experiences 
of Roquentin who by living his universal doubt 
reveals existence in its immediacy.  
   The book does not claim to be a substitute for 
Sartre's popular novel Nausea, or his philosophi-
cal work, Being and Nothingness. However, it can 
be treated as a companion volume which by sim-
plifying the complex phraseology can be a handy 
guide for comprehending the above two works. 

 The first edition of the book appeared in 1978 

under the title of ñJean Paul Sartreôs Existential-
ism in óNauseaô.ò It consisted of four chapters 
dealing with ñNausea: A Controversial Work;ò 
ñNausea as a Work of Art;ò ñExistential Themes in 
Nausea;ò and ñNausea: An Expression of Existen-
tial Philosophy.ò The second edition appeared in 
1995 under the title of ñJean Paul Sartreôs Exis-
tentialism in Literature and Philosophy.ò It con-
tained the first four chapters and two new chap-
ters on ñSartreôs Existentialism and Its Rele-
vance;ò and ñPhilosophical Ideas in Imaginative 
Literature.ò  
   These two chapters were added to make the 
volume more comprehensive. This third edition 
keeps the first five chapters, eliminates chapter 
six and substitutes two new chapters on ñSartreôs 
Existentialism Versus Samkhya-Yoga,ò and ñSelf 
in Sartre and Samkhya-Yoga.ò By adding these 
two chapters, this present edition brings together 
the two popular traditions of Sartreôs Existential-
ism and the Yoga Philosophy thus guiding the 
reader towards doing comparative philosophy in 
the 21st century. Acknowledgements are due to 
the Journal of the Asian Thought and Society and 
the Westview Press for their kind permission to 
reprint the articles on ñSartreôs Existentialism Ver-
sus Samkhya-Yogaò and ñSelf in Sartre and 
Samkhya-Yogaò respectively. 

Oneonta, NY: The Village Printer, 

2010 

Page 11 Membersõ New Books The ISCSC Newsletter 

   Ashok Kumar Malhorta       MALHOTAK@oneoneta.edu 

Paul Sartre (1905-1980) was  noted for his 
long polyamorous relationship with the femi-
nist author and social theorist, Simone de 
Beauvoir. He was awarded the 1964 Nobel 
Prize in Literature but refused the honor.  

http://employees.oneonta.edu/malhotak/
http://www.ideaindia.com/product_detail.php?pid=1792
http://www.ideaindia.com/product_detail.php?pid=1792
http://www.ideaindia.com/product_detail.php?pid=1792
http://www.ideaindia.com/product_detail.php?pid=1906
http://www.ideaindia.com/product_detail.php?pid=1906
http://www.ideaindia.com/product_detail.php?pid=1906
hhttp://www.ideaindia.com/product_detail.php?pid=1794
hhttp://www.ideaindia.com/product_detail.php?pid=1794
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   This book develops a new energetic/
thermodynamic basis for the cyclic nature of civili-
zations. The growth of a civilization is due to the 
ability of the civilization to acquire and utilize re-
sources for growth. The theory developed turns 
out to be identical to Blaha's previously developed 
theory, which successfully matches the history of 
50+ civilizations. The energetic/thermodynamic 
theory appears in studies of superorganisms such 
as ant and bee colonies as well as other organ-
isms including colonies of microbes. It also ap-
pears in theories of predator-prey populations such 

as wolves and rabbits.  

The consideration of superorganisms, predator-
prey population cyclicity, and human civilization 
cyclicity suggests that there is an underlying unity 
in Nature in the growth of large groups of organ-
isms and leads to the conclusion that civilizations 
are superorganisms. Thus this new model of civili-
zations is called SuperCivilizations. The book be-
gins by overviewing superorganisms including 
some exciting new evidence for microbial superor-

ganisms on land and in the deep sea.  

Subsequently we discuss almost all of the known 
human civilizations within the framework of this 
theory. We also consider the Richardson theory of 
arms races and show that Richardson's equations 
are identical to those of our energetic/

thermodynamic model of civilization dynamics.  

Stephen Blaha received his Ph.D. in 
Theoretical Physics from the Rocke-
feller University (NYC). He published 
numerous books on civilization, 
physics, cosmology, mathematics 
and other topics.  
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Read These Books 
by Matt Melko 

With a suitable choice of parameters the arms 
race theory has cyclic solutions (as well as the 
exponential solutions studied by Richardson) 
that describe the dynamics of armaments 
growth in the United States - Russia confron-
tations from 1981 - 2010. The book also de-
scribes a program for the exploration and 
the colonization of the Solar System and a 
new means of travel to the stars and galax-
ies with a view towards the development of 
a space civilization.  

The probable effects on contemporary human 
civilizations of meeting an alien civilization are 
also described in detail. Because of a close 
analogy with Newtonian dynamics, and realiz-
ing that chance plays a major role in human 
history, the book also develops a probabilistic 
theory of civilization dynamics. The cyclic the-
ory of civilizations is also generalized to a civili-
zation theory for populations with three inter-
connected population segments: a dominant 
minority/leadership, followers, and external 
immigrants. This generalized theory leads to 
the cyclic theory of civilizations. An exciting 
book that studies human civilizations worldwide 
from 10,000 B.C.E. and projects civilizations 

Stephen Blaha  sblaha777@yahoo.com  

          Dialogue  between Civilizations? 


