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ences, but it looks like we can-
not. The growth is the main strat-
egy of global business and its 
efficiency, not sufficiency. Busi-
ness welcomes 9 billion custom-
ers in 2050, not seeing in it 
Leninõs rope. 
   However, the ISCSC is trying to 
engage in this kind of discus-
sions. In this newsletter, Bill 
McGaughey expands this view. 
       Andrew Targowski (WMU) 
                                   President 
                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                       

A world popula-
tion of seven 
billion people 
(2010) is too 
much - at least if 
people are to 
maintain an ap-
propriate stan-

dard of living. If you think it is 
acceptable to have a small elite 
that enjoys a decent lifestyle and 
a large majority that is excluded 
from such, then the Earth can 
probably sustain 5 to 6 billion 
people. If you want everyone to 
have the full potential of mobility, 
adequate food, and self-
development, this number is 
reduced to 1 or 2 billion 
(Meadows, 2009).  We would need 
Pierre Robespierre or its follow-
ing dictators to òminimizeó the 
population. 
   Steve Blaha (2009) proposes  to 
advance civilization by coloniza-
tion of the solar system and the 
stars using a fast quark drive. He 
thinks, and I share his view, that 
the current state of the Earth 

shows that an decline in human 
civilization is inevitable without a 
major reduction in population 
and a major initiative to explore 
and colonize the solar system.  
   The failure of the 2009 Copen-
hagen conference on Climate 
Control and other examples of 
political disagreements in almost 
all democracies, indicate that we 
just are not able to save Civiliza-
tion. 
   We need to change our life 
styles and not rely on confer-
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quality. Betsy Drummer as Treas-
urer is our great asset. Interna-
tional activities are promising. 
       The #1 issue is membership, 
its growth, and retention. We 
must find a winning strategy and 
execution.             
      The #2 issue is good partici-
pation in our conferences. All 
possible marketing techniques 
have been applied with some but 
rather limited results. 
      The #3 issue is finances, 
which are in relatively good 
shape, since WMU supports 

        The Society is steadily grow-
ing. At the 2009 Annual Confer-
ence in Kalamazoo we had 61 
presenters, 50% more than in 
2008. A few new young scholars 
are becoming visibly active. But 
we need more. International con-
ferences are almost booked for 
the next 3 years (see p. 2) thanks 
to Steve Blaha, Connie Lamb, 
Vlad Alalykin-Izvekov, and Reed 
Smith. Mike Dudley helps tremen-
dously with the website and blog-
ging.  The CCR editorial staff is 
great in its determination for 

Treasurer and Presidentõs ex-
penses. But low membership and 
participation do not allow for 
activities beyond basic ones.    
   The #4 issue is the Societyõs 
relevance to current civilization 
challenges and our place in cur-
ricula (perhaps this should re-
place the #1 issue).   
  The hope is in the next genera-
tion of Civilizationists who 
should take leadership in the 
Societyõs inter-disciplinarians. 
                        Andrew Targowski                  

  The International Society for the Comparative Study of Civilizations 

The ISCSC Newsletter Winter 2010 

The ISCSC was founded in 1961 by Othmar Auderle, Rushton Coulborn and Arnold Toynbee 

in Salzburg (Austria). Pitrim Sorokin was the first president (1964-71).  In 1971 the Societyôs 

leadership moved to the U.S.   Over 30 foreign countries are represented in the Societyôs 

membership. Benjamin Nelson became the Societyôs first American president (1971-77). 

www.wmich.edu/iscsc  

Leadership    16 
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Sustainable Civilization Matters 

To buy 2009-Proceedings send 
$25 plus $8 S&H in USA and 

$15 international to 
Betsy Drummer 

WMU-Haworth College of Busi-
ness 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008, USA 
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    The 2009 annual conference 
held in Kalamazoo was very lively 
and provided us with new perspec-
tives we had not previously had: 
globalization views from professors 
in the Business School. 
     For many years, we have fo-
cused on history, prehistory, sociol-
ogy, and sometimes literatureðall 
of which has great value. But we 
have never before had so much 
focus on economics and business, 
disciplines which have always had 
an influence on how civilizations 
function. 
    There were also more student 
papers, including awards given for 
the best of them. Perhaps we will 
see these students in the future as 
new members of our association. 
We hope to see these trends con-
tinue in our future conferences. 

   The exchanges provided by 

scholars in such divers disciplines 

The 39th ISCSC International Conference, Western Michigan University  
in Kalamazoo ð Michigan, June 3-6, 2009 

     Civilization in a Time of Change and Crisis 

The 41th ISCSC International Conference, Tulane University 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA ð June, 2011 
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     Professors Laina Farhat-Holzman and 
Michael Andregg argue about the puzzles of 

civilization ïKalamazoo 2009, 
Two Great Classic Pillars of the Society 

is good for us allðinfluencing our 
own scholarship and hopefully, now 
that our efforts are on lineð
influencing those in the business of 
governance. 
       Civilizational Studies Matter! 
 
 Laina Farhat-Holzman 
   Program Chair, 2009 
                         Secretary General 

Oleg Benesch after receiving the 
Toynbee-Talbutt Award-2009 for the 

Young Rising Civilization Star  
from f. President Michael Palencia-

Roth 

Awards for the Student Best 
Papers Winners 

Conferences 

Lyuba  Mikhaltsova and Olga Milinis, Academicians from Syberia compare the 
Siberian Civilization with Michigan Lake Civilization with former ISCSC Presidents 

Michael Palencia-Roth (first left),Vlad Alalykin-Izvekov, and Matt Melko. 

               Côest si bon! 

     On behalf of Tulane University 
and the Freeman School of Busi-
ness, I am very pleased to invite the 
members of the ISCSC to attend the 
50th Anniversary Conference here at 
Tulane in New Orleans in June, 
2011.  The theme of the conference 
will be ñDoes Education Advance  
Civilizations, a Fifty Year Legacy of 
the ISCSCò. 
     We are excited to host the 50th 
Anniversary Conference; for me 
personally, it is nostalgic and seems 
appropriate, like a cycle completed 
(albeit a shorter cycle than we are 
used to dealing with).  When I stud-
ied international relations as an 
undergraduate at Tulane in the early 
1980ôs, one of my professors, Henry 
Mason, asked if anyone would like 
to write a paper on a formerly popu-
lar but by then almost forgotten 
Englishman, Arnold J. Toynbee.  
     I volunteered, and was hooked.  
It turns out that Prof. Mason had 
written a monograph entitled Toyn-
beeôs Approach to World Politics in 
1958.  I hope to have it re-printed in 
conjunction with the conference. 
    We are looking forward to seeing 
you in 2011 and hope you enjoy our 
wonderful university and city. Côest 

si bon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    JD. W. Reed Smith 

2011 Conference Chair 

The Toynbee-Talbutt Award 
for the Young Rising Civiliza-

tion Star  
 

Will be provided each year due to 
the contribution by Prof. Dr. Talbutt, 
an accomplished civilizationist and 

specialist on P. Sorokin. 
RULES 

1. Every member of the ISCSC can 
submit a nomination to a given 
yearôs Conference Program 
Chair. 

2. Program Chair consults the Pro-
gram Committee and submits the 
choices to President for accep-
tance. 

3.Criteria of contribution: 
    A. Publishing record 
    B. Conferences attendance 
    C. Service to the SCSC 
    D. Other special contributions 

Does Improving Education Advance Civilizations, a Fifty Year Legacy of the ISCSC  

 
Next year, 2011, also promises to be an exciting conference year with a three day confer-
ence tentatively scheduled for June at Tulane University in New Orleans, Louisiana. The 
attractions of New Orleans are still there: breakfast binyeas (a type of pastry) at the café by 
the levee, Preservation Hallô jazz, Pete Fountainôs, the French Quarter, and the many other 
charms of this almost Parisian city-Dixy. Our local Host , Conference Chair will be W. Reed 
Smith, (Lawyer) of Tulane.    
 In 2012 we are considering an informal invitation by Dr. Barry A. Kosmin, director 
of the Institute for the Study of Secularism in Society and Culture at Trinity College in Hart-
ford, Connecticut to hold our meeting at Trinity College. Hartford, has its own airport, and 
convenient transportation links. Among its attractions are Mark Twainôs Home ï now a mu-
seum, some excellent restaurants such as the Café Amercain (nouvelle cuisine) and quite a 
few excellent Italian restaurants in its ñLittle Italy.ò It also is the home of a major jet engine 
manufacturer for which I might be able to arrange a tour. Standing in a jet engine is an ex-
perience.  We look forward to these exciting conferences. 
                                                                                   
                                                                         Dr. Steve Blaha, Futures Committee Chair 



The Toynbee-Talbutt Award in 
2009 for Oleg Benesch 

 
Oleg Benesch attended his first 
ISCSC conference at Reitaku 
University in Japan in 1998, and 
has been a regular at meetings 
since 2004.  The focus of his 
current research is the influence 
of intercivilizational interactions 
on different thought systems, 
especially in Japan and China 
around the turn of the twentieth 
century.  His most recent 
presentations at the ISCSC have 
concerned Japanese responses 
to Western thought during this 
period.  He is currently in the 
latter stages of a PhD course in 
Asian Studies at the University of 
British Columbia. He is ISCSC 
Vice-President for Organization. 

 This June, 2010 we will be holding 
our conference at Brigham Young 
University in scenic Provo, Utah. In 
addition to an exciting program that 
is being put together by Program 
Chair Michael Andregg and Host 
Chair Connie Lamb we expect 
participants will take advantage of 
the chance to tour the surrounding 
countryside and national parks such 
as Moab National Park to see some 
spectacular scenery. In June and 
July the slopes of the mountains in 
Utah and Colorado are filled with 
beautiful alpine flowers coming to 
bloom. The alpine meadows are a 
delight to hike through. 
 
    
 
 
 
                                    
                                    

Dr. Steve Blaha 
              Futures Committee Chair 

  The 40th ISCSC International Conference, Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah, USA ð 2010 

    Tuesday-Thursday June 15-17 Civilizational Futures 
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            Welcome to Provo 

      As the 2010 Conference Chair, 
it is a pleasure for me to invite you 
to participate in the 40th ISCSC 
Conference to be held in Provo, 
Utah.  The meetings will be in the 
Conference Center on the campus 
of Brigham Young University, set at 
the base of beautiful, rugged 
mountains.  Attendees will stay at 
nearby hotels ï a modest walk 
from the campus.  The programs 
are always informative and the 
meeting provides a great opportu-
nity to visit with colleagues.   Also, 
there is much to see on campus 

and the surrounding city and area. 

Connie Lamb 

 2010 Confer-
ence Chair 

                
ISCSC Vice-
President    

necessarily traumatic, and whether 
ours is in exceptional trouble or not.   
     But our main theme this year will 
be an unusual one: "Civilizational 
Futures".  Therefore we invite the 
world of scholars and deep thinkers 
to consider submitting an abstract of 
a paper to our program committee, 
and possibly coming to a great uni-
versity in Central Utah, USA, next 
June 15 - 17 (2010) to think with us 
about civilizations past, presently 
clashing and transforming, and pos-
sibly getting some glimpses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
                       Dr. Michael Andregg 
                       2010 Program Chair 
   University of St.Thomas, St.Paul 

  Welcome to Solving the 
Problem 

 
    As program chair for the 40th 
annual conference of the Interna-
tional Society for the Comparative 
Study of Civilizations I want to wel-
come the world to beautiful Provo, 
Utah and to the flagship campus of 
the Mormon community there, Brig-
ham Young University.  We have 
met at many attractive places on 
this earth including the Hermitage in 
St. Petersburg Russia, Reitaku U in 
Japan, at the Ecole's in Paris, Dub-
lin Ireland, Jamaica, St. John Can-
ada and at many other excellent 
venues.  But few can rival the Wa-
satch Mountains with the clear 
spring water of the Rockies all 
about for natural beauty.  We will be 
discussing perennial issues that 
have occupied civilizationalists for a 
long time: just what constitute civili-
zations, how they are distinct from 
nations and empires, what role 
religions play, whether civilizational 
encounters and transformations are 

                                  CALL FOR PAPERS 

 
Main Theme:   Civilizational Futures 
Sub-Themes: What roles religion, in the past, today and tomorrow? 
 
¶ Is a global civilization developing?  How would we know? 
¶ How can past civilizational crises inform the present? 
¶ Does ecology matter, or are these crises driven entirely by culture, politics, 

religion and other social phenomena? 
Eternal Themes: What is a òCivilizationó anyway?   
¶ How are civilizations distinct from nations, societies and cultures?  Are 

they correlated with empires? 
¶ How many are there in human history é and today? 
¶ Does history repeat itself and what about technology? 
¶ Are civilizational transformations necessarily traumatic, or can they 
ñtransformò peacefully?  
¶ When civilizations ñclashò can they hybridize by combining strengths posi-

tively?  Or must one die? 
¶ How do art, language and culture matter compared to ancient drivers of 

commerce and military affairs? 
Position Paperñ6 pages, Research Paper ð12 pages, Research Abstract 1 page                  

Full name, affiliation, e-mail address, if you want to be published in a Proceedings 
Submission Deadline:  March 31, 2010 
Email abstracts to:  Michael Andregg, mmandregg@stthomas.edu 
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 ñIn this well-written and bold book Peter OôBrien has provided a 

major contribution to World- and European-history by refining 
our understanding of European identity as it unfolded in the last 
millennium. While Euro-centrism assumes that the West 
deemed itself to be superior to all other civilizations at least 
since 1500, as does non-Eurocentric revisionism for the post-
1750 period, OôBrien argues that Europe has long been marked 
by a sense of insecurity and a fragile ego. The narrative is de-
veloped through a long-historical examination of Europeôs per-
ceptions principally of Islamic civilization as well as the United 
States. Though situated within the revisionist literature, never-
theless the bookôs excellent argument should provoke revision-
ist- as well as Eurocentric- scholars to rethink some of their 
most fundamental assumptions about Europe and the Rise of 
the West.ò-- Professor John M.  

Peter OôBrien (pobrien@trinity.edu) is professor of political 
science at Trinity University. He is author of Beyond the Swas-
tika, a study of the impact of the legacy of the Holocaust on 
postwar German immigration policy, as well as of many articles 
on European views of non-Europeans. He received his Ph.D. 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and has been Social 
Science Research Council Fellow at the Free University in 
Berlin and Fulbright Professor at Boĵazi­i University in Istanbul 

and at the Humboldt University in Berlin.  
 
To order an examination copy please send request to Farideh 
Koohi-Kamali at farideh-koohi@palgrave-usa.com 

Sigurd N. Skirbekk is Professor 
Emeritus in sociology, University of 

Oslo, Norway. 
sigurd.skirbekk@sosgeo.uio.no 

Dysfunctional Culture explains 
and identifies various political 
ideologies as cultural systems, 
disposing for both functional and 
dysfunctional ways of adjustment, 
even apart from the interests and 
intentions of their spokesmen and 
explores examples of these is-
sues in relation to family morality 
and reproduction. It is argued that 
contemporary cultural liberalism, 
despite its advantages over sev-
eral totalitarian ideologies, does 
not consider the cultural premises 
for family functions, and even 
legitimizes dysfunctional proc-
esses. The book argues that 
belief in individual rights as the 
basis for morality is not an ade-
quate response to the moral 
challenges of the future.  

NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009 

Lanham, MD: University Press of 
America, 2005 

Lanham, MD: University Press of America 2009  
By Eiji Hattori and Wallace Grey 

gray@sckans.edu 
 

This book, translated into English from Japanese 
and revised, argues that cultural diversity is a 
treasure for humanity, and we must realize that it 
is a necessary condition for a fully human exis-
tence. By realizing the deep connectedness of 
all human beings, we send a positive message 
to humanity.  

       Blaha describes step by step program for 
space exploration and colonization (different from 
other, short-term proposals) that is the most practi-
cal and cost-effective approach to large scale colo-
nization of other planets and moons. 
      He explains the major features of travel to other 
stars (and galaxies) at speed 5,000 times the 
speed of light.  He explain a new mechanism to 
break the light speed barrier that does not require a 
massive amount of resources beyond the capacity 
of our civilization. 
      The mechanism will be based on a quark drive 
using accelerated quark-gluon plasma rings to 
propel the starshipééé..FASCINATING...READ 

Stephen Blaha received his Ph.D. in Theo-
retical Physics from the Rockefeller Univer-
sity (NYC). He published numerous books 
on civilization, physics, cosmology, mathe-
matics and other topics.  

The Clash of Civilizations? 

The ISCSC Newsletter 

Read These Books 

mailto:pobrien@trinity.edu
mailto:farideh-koohi@palgrave-usa.com


Dr. Ashok Kumar  
Malhotra  

 

Was nominated by Prof. Dr 
Walter Benesch, Philosopher 
(with the support of the ISCSC) 
for the 2009 Nobel Prize. The 
Prize was given to President B. 
Obama. Tough competition for 
our accomplished Member.  

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 

 

       Page 5  About the Society and Members 

One of the benefits of belonging to 
the International Society for the 
Comparative Study of Civilizations is 
that members receive the prize-
winning Comparative Civilizations 
Review twice a year.  The journal 
sprung from a discussion involving 
Pitirim Sorokin and Arnold Toynbee, 
among others, is peer-reviewed and 
includes a wide range of authors 
covering many academic disciplines.  
It has now published Issue #61.  
The Review has been cited by the 
Education Ministry of Spain as one 
of the top twenty comparative jour-
nals in the world, perhaps because it 
has carried some of the most distin-
guished scholars imaginable.  With 
ten members of the Editorial Board, 
the Review, published in the United 
States, is distributed two times per 
year to individual scholars, universi-
ties, and libraries worldwide. 
Topics most frequently covered 
include: 

¶ Growth of civilizations 

¶ Living specimens of civiliza-

tions 

¶ Comparative Civilizations as 

an intelligible field of histori-
cal study 

¶ The comparability of civiliza-

tions 

¶ Contacts between civiliza-

tions 

¶ The identification of civiliza-

tions 

¶ Genesis of civilizations 

¶ Great figures in the study of 

Comparative Civilizations,  

¶ The philosophical contem-

poraneity  of civilizations 
 

                              Joseph Drew 
                   CCR Editor-in-Chief 

    
    Submissions: 

                               Walter Benesch 
                                 ffwjb@uaf.edu 
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 Membership Committee Report  

     In the peak we had a few hundred members from 30 nations. Due to the aging and 
some slowed down management, we lost many of them. 
     Up till now, the Society was mostly interested in the past. However, after Samuel 
Huntington's paper and book on the Clash of Civilizations the interest of civilizations is 
rising and it is a good moment for the Society to speak about the present and the 
future of civilization as well as about the past. Furthermore, we also face the transfor-
mation of real into virtual ñcivilization,ò due to the Internet. Once Arnold Toynbee 
perceived civilization as religion-driven entity, nowadays we see that business be-
came a new "religion" of civilization. So as you see we are in the eye of civilization 
cyclone, needless to say about the rising level of oceans due to climate changes. Our 
society could have topics not for a few hundred but for 2000 plus members. The main 
activities of this Committee are:  

1. An updated roster of members which is kept by our Treasurer Betsy Drummer 
2. Retaining new members  by motivation to publishing and participating in our  

conferences (letters & calls to them).  
3. Motivating dropped members to their return to us (letters & call  to them) 
4. Acquiring new members--via social networks and e-lists. 
5. Taking care of members at the conferences 
6. Making pictures at conferences for the newsletters, CCR, and proceedings. 
7. Other  
 

                       Norman Rothman, Co-Chair and Huei-Ying Kuo, Co-Chair 

Treasurerõs Report 
 

      Comparing 2009 to 2007 when new leadership 
came on board the balance has increased by 22%.  In 
comparing to 2008 there was not much of an increase 
as there were still many non paying members receiv-
ing the CCRôs.  We have increased the balance due to 
Prof. Targowskiôs fundraising efforts for the conference 
in 2009.  Membership fees only sustain the society; 
they do not make a surplus from year to year.  The 
gain in surplus is also possible as the Treasurer and 
President's expenses are currently being covered by 
Western Michigan University. 
      Membership has increased by 34% from 2007 to 
2009 (paying members). We have a few honorary 
members that do not have to pay.  
     The main sources of the Society's income are mem-
bership dues and conference surplus (if possible). 
However, the conference in 2008 only made $420.00 
after paying all expenses with the keynote speakers 
being the most expensive.  The 2009 conference in 
Kalamazoo was supported by funds from Western 
Michigan University so the Society did come ahead 

because of that support.   
     Based on the actual performance 
of the Society to sustain the positive 
balance (in the case of the lack of 
the institutional support) needs more 
members and conference partici-
pants. 
     On average, per year our mem-
bership fees bring in $6475.00. On 
average to have the CCR edited, 
published, and shipped twice a year 
costs $5000.00.  The miscellaneous 
expenses per year that must also be 
paid are for web services, call for 
paper advertising (Wilson Quarterly, 

AHA), treasurer fees and other mass 
mailing fees such as the newsletters, 
membership forms, and request for 
purchase orders.  
                                Betsy Drummer 
                                          Treasurer 

Sophia Rath, the ISCSCôs distributor of CCR & Newsletters 
has married John A. Targowski, JD in August 22, 2009. She 
writes the Ph.D dissertation at WMU on ñThe Aculturation of 
Cambodian-Americans.ò According to Arnold Toynbee, the 
Cambodian and American Civilizations are the same, since 
both are based upon Christianity. Is it an exception from the 
rule?                        CONGRATULATIONS 

Olga Milinis, (Siberia), Betsy Drrummer (ISCSC Treasurer, Michigan), Andrew 
Targowski (ISCSC President, Michigan), Lyuba  Mikhaltsova  (Siberia), and 
David Rosner (New York)  compare the Lake Michigan to Lake Baikal during 
the meeting in Saugatuck (Kalamazoo-2009), the summer capital of the Mid-
west at the Michigan Lake. BTW, Lake Baikal contains 20% of the worldôs fresh 
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         ISCSC Forum 2010 

     We are opening a forum on the Civitas 
Blog.aimed at creating presentations or 
roundtables for the Brigham Young meet-
ing. The first two will be opened by Down-
ing Bowler on the definition of religion. and 
Don Burgy on Creative Bursts in history 
(though these might not be the exact titles 
they choose). We expect there will be one 
or two more.. 
       The idea is that others will respond to 
build what my Granddaughter calls a strand 
and these will form the subject for the round 
tables. The idea is intended to replicate a 
similar series, done with preblog technol-
ogy, in which scholars wrote short papers 
that were sent to other participants, who 
commented on them. This went on for sev-
eral years in the 70s and 80s and the re-
sults, with edited transcripts of the roundta-
bles, appear in a 1987 book published by 
the University of America entitled  "The 
Boundaries of Civilizations in Space and 
Time."  
        With our current technology, we 
should be able to respond more rapidly and 
more brilliantly. 
                    Check Civitas in January 
                                            Matt Melko 

How Could the ISCSC Increase its 
Relevance to Society and Attract 
More Members Including Among 
Independent Scholars? Primarily this 

could be done by building upon its 
strengths. 
      I think the ISCSC has an advantage 
over other such organizations, at   
least those of which I am aware in the 
United States, in its international focus and 
scope of inquiry.  We can cultivate that   
advantage by encouraging participation of 
scholars outside the United States and 
making a special effort to appreciate our 
non-American members.  Additionally, we 
can encourage points of view that focus on   
objective situations in the natural world or in 
human society rather than on stories that 
promote or disparage particular peoples. 
       Elsewhere, scholars speculate whether 
the 21st century will be an  ñAmerican cen-
turyò or on the theory of ñAmerican   
Exceptionalismò (advanced in a time of 
national decline), and other  such glorifica-
tions of our own society or form of govern-
ment.   
         Alternatively, other scholars have 
promoted views hostile to American  or 
western culture stressing slavery, dispos-
session of Indian lands,  etc.  I think it is 

best to avoid schemes that focus moralisti-
cally upon  groups of people and look instead 
at institutions or practices that  tend to be 
universal with an eye to future development 
of human   
civilization. 
        The great story of our time is, in fact, the 
convergence of humanity  in a common cul-
ture.  We at the ISCSC can ride this wave to 
increased social and cultural significance. 
Here are some specific suggestions. 
        The ISCSC leadership should seek to 
identify promising scholars of civilization who 
are not part of our organization, especially in  
neglected parts of the world such as Latin 
America, China, Africa,  Eastern Europe, 
south Asia, and the Islamic world.  It should 
issue invitations to three such persons to 
attend our annual conference each   
year, all expenses paid, on condition that the 
person present a paper  on civilization. For 
financing, the ISCSC should apply for a   
foundation grant that would cover these all-
expenses-paid trips. The amount of money 
should not be much, but the benefits would 
be great. I believe that our organization would 
gain members by the cumulative  effect of 
such activities.  
     For my part, once such a program is in 
place, I will place a free ad  on the front page 
of my website, worldhistorysite.com, for an 
indefinite period of time, advertising the 
ISCSCôs program to bring  new people to our 
conferences.  In addition to English, this web-
site  is in French, Spanish, German, Portu-
guese, and Italian.  It averages   
around 1,800 visits and 4,000 hits per day, 
including many from non- English-speaking 
nations. 
      I also believe that we need more dialogue 
at our conferences - more   
focus on particular issues and themes from 
several points of view -  rather than present-
ers speaking successively on subjects of 
individual  concern. 
  William Mc Gaughey 
                 f. U.S. Presidential Candidate 

William McGaugly is 
a 1964 graduate of 
Yale University. He 

published four 
books on economic 
and social topics. 

From Multiculturalism to Complementary 
Civilization 

(Reversed Evolution?) 
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    Burgy on Architecture 
 
If you go to the ISCSC web-
site CIVILITAS and look at the 
photograph of the Classical 
Geek architecture which con-
stitutes the site's banner you 
will see a very badly distorted 
photo. It completely violates 
the principles that the build-
ing embodies. That particular 
form of lens distortion is a 

favorite trick of  media manipulators who wish 
to de-legitimize the thing pictured. What do I 
value? I value an organization that is not poli-
ticizing visual or verbal information. I request 
that you use your good influence to remove 
the image that deliberately distorts a monu-
ment of western civilization.  

  [That ñavangardismò has been stopped, (AT)]. 
Reed Michael Dudleyõs  comment, p.7. 

Donald Burgy 
Artist 
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ing of the Chinese.  
     As a new Co-chair of the Membership 
Committee of the ISCSC, I sent out indi-
vidual letters to some scholars whose 
research fits our organizationõs agen-
das. I have also posted a copy of the call 
for papers and conference information 
at the h-net website and circulated the 
news to the Council of the Section on 
Political Economy of the World-System 
of the American Sociological Associa-
tion.  
    Thank you Dr. KuoñA.Targowski 
  

Views & IdeasðSociety 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Dr. Huei-Ying Kuo 
Assistant Professor of Asian History 

Department of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences 

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 
Terre Haute, Indiana (USA) 

    Growing up in Taiwan where Japanese 
colonial experience (1895-1945), mainland 
China influences, and American culture 
merged and shaped the course of moderni-
zation, I realize that history is never a static 
past but a set of stories and debates that 
change over time and vary depending upon 
one's perspective. After receiving training in 
world historical social changes in the gradu-
ate program in Sociology Department at 
SUNY-Binghamton in May 2007, I am com-
mitted to the teaching and research on the 
clashes of civilizations in modern Asia.  
      In my dissertation research, I compare 
the radically different courses of Chinese 
nationalist movements in the two British 
colonial-cities, Hong Kong and Singapore, 
between 1914 and 1941. My research em-
phasizes how overseas Chinese bourgeoisie 
made effective use of Chinese nationalist 
rhetoric to secure their business interest 
against the backdrop of the collapse of Brit-
ish free-trade imperialism. The latter was 
challenged by both the expanding Japanese 
Empire and the surging Chinese nationalist 
forces. The clash of civilizations not only 
generated conflicts but also opportunities for 
the making of a transnational identity among 
overseas Chinese bourgeoisie.  
     My current research project examines the 
Japanese civilizational discourses on 
overseas Chinese between 1914 and 1941. 
Departing from existing literature that em-
phasizes how exogenous Western ideas 
such as the ideology of Social Darwinism 
and German Eugenic thought contributed to 
the Japanese sense of superiority and racial 
discrimination against the Chinese ñrace,ò I 
focus on how factors internal to Asia, such 
as the process and politics of Japanese 
encounters with the Chinese in the intra-
Asian trade, shaped Japanese understand-

Publish in CCR or Vanish       
 

Greetings from New York! At last yearôs 
meeting in Kalamazoo, I was approached 
by Prof. Targowski to serve as Peer Re-
view Editor for Comparative Civilizations 
Review, and I accepted the challenge. It 
has been a lot of work, but also interesting, 
especially learning about so many projects 
from diverse theoretical viewpoints. If by 
chance I contact you to referee a paper for 
our journal, would you please take time out 
of your busy schedule to accept?  
     We come to this society with different 
areas of expertise, and we need to take 
advantage of this diversity in order to en-
sure an interdisciplinary publication of 
depth and breadth. Also, if you have been 
working on a paper of your own, please do 
not hesitate to submit it to CCR for possible 
publication.  
     Although we are currently living in diffi-
cult times, these are certainly very interest-
ing times for civilizationalists, as times of 
crisis provide us with so many opportunities 
to reflect upon the human condition, its 
complexities and its fragility. 
     I am enclosing a picture below of my-
self, my daughter, and another civilization-
alist who is getting ready to present work at 
the next meeting! 
                                        Dr. David Rosner 
                                           CCR, New York 
             DRosner@METROPOLITAN.EDU 

The ISCSC Newsletter 

Caitlin and David Rosner at the Atlantic 

Ocean. This pelican caught more fish than 
David did that day. Did the pelican share? 

Comparing Hong Kong and  
Singaporeõs Civilizations  

by a Taiwanese 

  Announcing the ISCSC Blog, òCivilitasó 
 
      The past year 
saw the launch of a 
new initiative for the 
Society ï an online 
Weblog (or blog) 
called Civilitas (http://
civilitas-
blog.blogspot.com/) 
that provides in-
formed commentary 
on current issues, 
trends, events, per-
sonalities, institu-
tions, media cover-
age, publications or 
electronic resources 
related to the study of civilizations.  
   Managed and edited by Michael Dudley of the Soci-
etyôs communications committee, the blog offers an 
immediate and accessible means for members to 
update the Society about their research and to contrib-
ute their thoughts on relevant topics. And it provides 
readers the opportunity to engage in ongoing debates. 
   The blog adds value to the Societyôs web presence 
by providing insights and expertise, that readers wonôt 
be able to find elsewhere. Readers will get a glimpse 
at the generation of new ideas on the study of civiliza-
tions ï concepts that perhaps wonôt see full fruition in 
the form of an article or more formal publication for 
some months or years. In a sense, it will document the 
Societyôs ñthought processes.ò  
   In this way, the blog is a source of timely content: the 
blog gives Society members an immediate venue for 
disseminating content germane to their respective 
research interests and projects. It also enables mem-
bers to comment on postings, as well as on the com-
ments of other members, making the site highly social.  
   If you have a short essay you would like to post to 
the Civilitas blog, please email it as a text or a Word 
attachment to Michael Dudley at 
m.Dudley@uwinnipeg.ca . 

Michael Dudley is a research 
associate and librarian at the 

Institute of Urban Studies at the 

University of Winnipeg.  

http://civilitasblog.blogspot.com/
http://civilitasblog.blogspot.com/
http://civilitasblog.blogspot.com/
mailto:m.Dudley@uwinnipeg.ca
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The Capitalist 2008/9  
Crisis 

 in Brazil is as Samba 
 
     Among the capitalist Center, 
and the large emergent coun-
tries, Brazil is the one, after 
China, that was less hit by the 
2008/9 World economic crisis. 
Data produced by the IMF, by 
the World Outlook Database, 
and by the Brazilian Central 
Bank, estimate that in 2009, 
while the Gross Domestic Prod-
uct declined -2.7% in the USA, -
4.4 in the UK, -4.2 in the Euro 
Area, in Brazil it was only by - 
0.22. China increased its Prod-
uct, by ´only´ 8.5 points. The 

Brazilian performance influences the Latin American figure, -
2.5, (Mexico, -7.3) given the weight of the country in the Re-
gion. For 2010 the expectation is a 5.08 growth in Brazil, 1.5 in 
the USA, .3 in the Euro Area, 2.9 in Latin America. 
      Scholars present a number of interacted facts to explain 
Brazilian particularity. Three points will be listed here: 
      1. Since 1994/1995 the Social Democrat government, led 
by Fernando H Cardoso introduced strong measures, for the 
public budgets, to impeach negative results, over the banking 
system, and for fights against inflation. The Central Bank be-
came practically an autonomous institution. 
      2. Since 2002, the government of the Labor Party, led by 
Lula da Silva, followed the same macro economic policy. It also 
enlarged, a lot, the social policy started by the former govern-
ment, by rising every year the minimum wage above the infla-
tion rate, and by increasing the number of poor families, now 
11 million, cash subsidized, and the amount of the money. 
Thus, consumption was maintained, easing the crisis,  
     3, Brazilian condition as a large food producer capable do 
feed its own population and to supply foreign countries. Thus 
Brazil took profit from its increasing ties with China, to whom it 
exports agricultural and mineral ore products.  
 
     

The Global City; Towards Social Global-
ization and Global Civilization 

 
   Much of the thinking relative to progress among 
nation-states in the transition away from the present 
understanding of nation-states as the focal point for 
nationalistic loyalty toward a more bureaucratic view 
of states as designated management units within a 
global system will take place within global cities.  
These great urban centers (not all major cities may 
be thought of as global cities) will be the intellectual 
engines that eventually contain the intellectual dy-
namism and diversity as well as other to meld cul-
tural fragments from across the globe into a unity 
whole that may become global civilization. 
     Other major cities may aspire to global status, but their ideological, eth-
nic, religious or other cultural narrowness with inhibit the intellectual dyna-
mism to shape new cultural ideas and identities. 
    Global cities will be essential in transitioning nation-states from current 
sovereign status to a more a more cooperative (and subordinate) status in 
some future political system. 
    The antithesis of the global city was defined in America of the 1930ôs as: 
 

   ñMiddletowns of the country [are] organized centripetally about  
    the major concern with making their living [with a] resistance to  
    new ideas that interfere with the smoothly gliding process of  
    their own livingéò (Lynd and Lynd 1937:217). 
 

  The point is not that Middletown cannot change or adapt to new cultural 
norms or values, but that Middletown will not be the generator of those new 
cultural norms and values and may offer considerable resistance before 
accepting the change.  
   Major cities only transition to global cities as they become capable of pro-
viding an open dynamic environment that attracts and accepts persons and 
ideas from outside the host culture and civilization. 
  In the contemporary world, cities of various size and diversity might be 
place along a continuum from Middletown (MT), Open Town (OT), Open 
City (OC), International City (IC), International Service City (IC), Global 
Service City (GS) to Global City (GC) as shown on the McCloud-Targowski 
Scale: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  We must readily summon the names of great historic metropolises such as 
London, Paris, Rome, Berlin, New York, and Los Angelesðmost of 
which become GC by the early part of the 20th century.  All have been hosts 
to the continual confrontation between national international cultures. A 
careful review of the second part of the 20th century would possibly identify 
a new set of cities in position IC, such as Brussels, Tokyo, Seoul, Singa-
pore, Osaka, Rio de Janeiro, Sydney, Madrid, Lisbon, San Francisco, 
Amsterdam, Bonn, and Istanbul. Warsaw, Prague, Budapest, and Mos-
cow perhaps reached position post OC in the same time.  
   Many of the worldôs major cities may be confused with global cities, when, 
in fact, they are more appropriately thought of as ñglobal service centers,ò or  
international service city. Examples of that kinds of cities include; Dublin, 
Beijing, Shanghai, Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Cairo, Dubai, Mumbai, Al-
giers, Hamburg, Gdansk, and Ankara. (More in Proceedings 2009). 

Donald McCloud, 
Dean, WMU Hae-

nicke Institute for 

Global Education 
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Pedro Geiger,  
Professor Emeritus 

Federal University of De 
Janeiro 


