Environmental activism begins at home

stewards of Kleinstuck volunteer to preserve Kalamazoo natural area
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Stewards of Kleinstuck volunteer to preserve natura

“Butitis genuinely threatened
by invasive plants and human
housing, to name two forces
that have damaged it. As we

residents living in the Oakland

Drive, Maple Street and Bron-.

son Boulevard neighborhoods.
The preserve is used by WMU
faculty and students for re-
search and academic purposes

viduals, organizations and
businesses manage specific
sites through the sharing of
ideas, resources and informa-

concerted effort to have along-
term effect on the health of the
preserve. When he was con-
tacted by Dindonis about or-
ganizing volunteers to help re-
store Kleinstuck’s health and

should hold onto the water and
nutrients — erosion, nutrient
loading, dried-out wetland
soils are all signs of an un-

is only one part of our efforts to
restore Kleinstuck’s health. Itis
important to us to not just re-
move invasive plants, but we
want to bring back native plant
species that have been lost to

area

own neighborhoods, our own
backyards, we can take simple
actions that have significant
impact, especially when we

know, when the health ofacrea- tion. healthy system that we are see- band together to protect our
ture or ecosystem is compro-  That Earth Day, Southwest  ing in Kleinstuck,” he said. own communities. This is sin-
mised, it tends to have less re- Michigan Land Conservancy ighting invad cerely exciting. And it’s hap-
] ‘ sistance to further health acted as apartner withWMU Fighting invaders pening.”
© threats and (continues) to de- and the Kalamazoo Nature One of the major concerns s e . e
8 cline” Center to weed out garlic mus-  of the stewards is the pres- Conservation inspiration
°.B &) . tard from Kleinstuck, Fuller ence of invasive species, Dindonis echoes those senti-
S o Backyard to many said. which choke the life out of ments.
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« N Kleinstuck Preserve, a natural St d b some native species of “My greatest hope is that it
] g wetland area owned by Western ewards are born plantlife that once thrivedin  will not get eaten up by com-
- Michigan University, is the Fuller knew it was going to Kleinstuck. mercial and residential inter-
g‘: E “backyard” to many Kalamazoo take a far more serious and “Removing invasive species ests, but remain as natural

place of joy/retreat to all city
people so that it will inspire us
all to think and work more to-
ward conservation of the natu-
ral habitat,” she said.
MacNellis is excited about

and by many locals for hiking, vitality, Fuller jumped at the Kleinstuck to help improve its the stewards’goal.
bird-watching and peaceful so- chance. diversity,” Fuller said. “What we have been lacking
journs into the tranquil envi- The Stewards ofKleinstuck,a  To accomplish this, the Stew- till now is an evaluation, man-
ronment of the preserve. volunteer organization dedi- ards of Kleinstuck have had agementplan and a task force
The women called Paul Mac- cated to restoring the health of several volunteer workdays to to accomplish some needed

Nellis, from Landscape Services
atWestern Michigan University,
to find out how to help. MacNel-
lis directed them to Nate Fuller,

into western and southwest-
ern Michigan. The Steward-
ship Netwotk is a grass-roots
cooperative organization
working to protect, restore and
manage Michigan’s natural

the preserve, was born.
According to Fuller, a healthy

preserve is one that is “diverse

and stingy.” It was from Fuller’s

variety of plants, there will al-
ways be some ready to thrive as
things get warmer and drier or
cooler and wetter.

“Stingy refers to a natural
area’s ability to store water and

remove the invasive species
from the preserve. About 20 to
30 volunteers, including fami-
lies and children, have joined

ing about and witnessing the
damage to our world; worse
than that, we're weighted down
by our own helplessness in
most matters we hear about
through the inedia,” Taylor

Tender Loving Care. (Klein-
stuck) is a 48-acre gem ‘in-the
rough that standsin the middle
of Kalamazoo and serves as a

'd:) conservation and stewardship experience—in natural-areas—in theeffort. finerespitefor-people and
5 director for the Southwest management that the group Although removing weeds wildlife alike,” he said.
s Michigan Land Conservancy.  began to lay the groundwork and invasive species duringa The group plans to meet
o Fuller had met over the years for the group. frigid or rainy afternoon may every second and fourth Sun-
_‘a with MacNellis to discuss “Diversity is important be- not sound like much fun, the day of the month. All volun-
o management of natural areas. ~ cause that is what allowsanat- communal effort and shared. teers are welcome. The next
D Southwest Michigan Land ural area to accommodate sea- enthusiasm for the preserve is workday will be at 3 p.m. Sun-
< Conservancy also had been sonal, annual and long-term what drives the Stewards of day, meeting at the Kazoo
approached by the Steward- changes to surtounding condi- Kleinstuck toward their goal.  School, 1401 Cherry St. There
ship Network about expanding tions,” Fuller said. “Withawide = “People are so weary ofhear- also will be a public meeting at

7 p.m. Feb. 20 at Disciples of
Christ Church, 2208 Winchell
Ave. The Stewards of Kleinstuck
will discuss the details of Nate
Fuller's Kleinstuck Manage-
ment Plan and plans for the



