
Friends of the University Libraries Board Meeting, November 2, 2009, 111 East Hall 
 
Present: Fitzgerald, Garland-Rike, Jung, Sheldon, Smith, Steuer, Timmerman, Walker 
 
Welcome/Announcements 
Garland-Rike called the meeting to order at 2:10 and welcomed everyone. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
A motion was made to approve the agenda. (Jung/Steuer) 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made to approve the minutes. (Steuer/Jung) 
 
New Business 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Smith distributed a printed report. There were two membership renewals 
received and the staff awards were paid out leaving a balance of $17,111.80. 
 
Website – Fitzgerald reported that Gatherings is now on the website. He will have the remaining 
bios removed from board members’ page. 
 
FOLUSA – Garland-Rike suggested that a board member might consider writing an article about 
FUL events for FOLUSA 
 
Staff Awards – Fitzgerald to follow up on reports from recipients of staff awards. 
 
Ideas for use of Friends’ funds – Several ideas were suggested and discussion will continue at the 
next meeting. 

-Steuer suggested the possibility of funding the outsourcing of Asian language cataloging. 
This is not currently being done due to the loss of a staff member. As a participant in the 
Confucius Institute, WMU is purchasing more Asian language materials. 
-Steuer also suggested funding an annual volunteer’s reception, and coffee, etc. for 
students during finals. 
-Garland-Rike suggested funding something for the new Archives building, a conference 
room or exhibit cases. 
-She also suggested funding a library student worker scholarship or emergency 
scholarship. Jung would like to see the scholarship limited to special collections or 
archives. It was suggested that the scholarship should require an essay, a minimum GPA 
and possibly target people who are looking to go on in librarianship or higher education. 

 
Old Business 
  
“Dressing Emily Dickinson and Edith Wharton” – Steuer reported that flyers were ready to be sent 
by email and posters would go up around campus. The event will run from 3:30 to 5:30 in the 
Meader Room on Friday, November 13. 
 
Alternative Energy Event – Walker sent an email to Dr. Bade Shrestha to see if he would be 
interested in presenting for the event. She received no response and will follow up. Another 
program was suggested if necessary – the new Dean of Engineering could be asked to discuss 
plans in the department of engineering for alternative energy.  
 



Events/PR – Steuer reported on PR efforts for “New Acquisitions” event and updated information 
on “Dressing Emily Dickinson and Edith Wharton.” 
 

“New Acquisitions” - Invitations were sent, posters distributed at meeting, and the history 
honors society was contacted. Western Herald to be contacted. 

 
“Dressing Emily Dickinson and Edith Wharton” – Date and time tentatively set for Friday, 
November 13, 3:30 or 4:00 in the Meader Room. It is expected that they will have books to 
sign and sell at the event. 

 
 
Other Business 
 
Increasing membership – Steuer discussed ideas for increasing membership. She reported that a 
great deal of information was passed out at the library graduate student event. A collection 
exhibition or competition sponsored by the FUL and promoted with a Facebook page was also 
suggested.  
 
Steuer also suggested the possibility of having a Friends banner made that could be hung at events. 
She will look into cost and use options. 
 
Discussion to be continued at the next meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:00. (Fitzgerald/Jung) 
 
Next meeting: December 7, 2009 at 2:00pm. 
 
Minutes taken by Beth Timmerman 
 
 


