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composite score
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January 2012

Glad tidings!

Though we have started a happy New Year, we are already midway through the 40th 
anniversary year of the College of Fine Arts. To document this occasion, students in the 
Frostic School of Art Design Center created a digital display that lists all of the major 
stake holders in the college. It chronicles four decades of emeriti, retired staff, donors, 
foundations, corporations, and current employees. You are cordially invited to travel 
back in time to review the people who shaped our enterprise (www.wmich.edu/cfa).

We celebrate you, our alumni and donors, during our 40th year as a college of distinc-
tion. And we marvel at the rich heritage and promising future for the arts at Western 
Michigan University. Exhibitions and performances this year give every indication that 
the college will continue to flourish for another four decades! I am confident of its 
sustainability due to three factors in our legacy: (1) our gifted and talented students, (2) 
the quality of alumni accomplishments, and (3) generous philanthropic support. 

Our anniversary theme is “legacy.” Permit me to expand on these three factors and to 
suggest ways you can help sustain our legacy.

Legacy #1: Gifted and Talented Students
Once again CFA has remarkable giftedness among its freshman class. The university’s 
academic profile contains data such as high school grade point average, average ACT 
composite, and class rank. In all categories, 
students enrolling in the College of Fine Arts 
have the highest scores. These statistics are 
stunning when you realize that the primary 
criterion for admission into any CFA major is 
based on artistic talent, not academic profile. 

Clearly our incoming students are both aca-
demically gifted and artistically talented, and 
that also accounts for their top-notch retention 
rates. Thank you for referring high-quality students to Western Michigan University. 
The academic reputation of the college is flourishing and reflects well on all alumni.

According to Richard Arum, co-author of “Academically Adrift: Limited Learning on 
College Campuses,” the following factors predict student academic performance:
• High expectations among faculty for academic performance;
• Rigorous reading and writing requirements; and
• Substantive amounts of time spent studying and studying alone.

Our faculty hold high expectations for student performance and require significant 
reading and writing. Art students also spend substantial time working in the studio or 
rehearsal room. Consequently they are destined for academic success. Academic suc-
cess, however, is not enough. Career success is important, too.

2012 Resolution #1: 
Please continue to be 
personal ambassadors 

in your word-of-mouth 
referrals to study at 

WMU.



Alumni who participated in the 2010 Strategic National Arts Alumni Project told us 
they desired more career advice and preparation. We are addressing this immediately.

According to our current junior- and senior-level students, 60 percent indicate they 
are aware of the variety of career options; yet many need more direct assistance and 
guidance for such things as knowing how to make a living as an independent artist; 
certification requirements for various careers; internships; graduate program options; 
and awareness of arts-related jobs. Alumni are the best source of such information.

Our students have asked for a more contact with alumni, so we are reaching out to 
alumni to be generous with their time. How can you help? You may guest lecture, col-
laborate in art-making, and communicate with students via e-mail. The departments 
and schools welcome your expertise and invite you to directly shape the next genera-
tion of arts professionals through your expertise.

Legacy #2: Alumni Accomplishments 
We showcase our talented alumni on a daily basis. The 2010 alumni survey told us 44 
percent of CFA graduates are employed as working artists. Others are pursuing teach-
ing, therapy, and management positions in the arts. Each career path is of interest to 
students. What are you accomplishing? The diversity of your work experience helps 
students understand the need for a creative and flexible career plan.

We need to hear from you. We’d like to build a database of alumni careers. Please 
take time to send the Frostic School of Art, Department of Dance, School of Music, or 
Department of Theatre updates on your professional achievements (www.wmich.edu/
cfa/contact).

t  Francesca Bourgault (BA ‘08) consults with 
dance students about her entrepreneurial career. 
She is currently the resident lighting designer for 
The Moving Architecture, as well as the technical 
director at Links Hall. In addition, she teaches for 
Design Dance at Chase Park and is stage man-
ager at the Academy of Movement and Music for 
MOMENTA.

u  Shay Church (BFA, ‘00) returned to WMU as 
a guest artist to work with students and create a 
sculptural work for the 2009 Sculpture Tour. 

2012 Resolution #2: 
Please say “yes,” when 

asked to share your  
career experience with 

our students.

t  Multifaceted Patrick Ziegler (‘90) meets with 
threatre students and talks about his company’s TV 
show and webshow. Patrick has a few movies cur-
rently in development. 

u  Benje Daneman (BM ‘07) and Chris Beck-
strom (BA ‘06) perform with the Western Jazz 
Quartet. Daneman performed with the José Limón 
Dance Company at the Baryshnikov Arts Center 
and toured with the Ben Geyer Sextet. Daneman 
communicates with current students via e-mail to 
share his professional experience. Beckstrom works 
as computer lab manager and music technology 
teacher for the Columbia College Chicago Music 
Composition for the Screen program.



Legacy #3: Philanthropic Support
In addition to alumni, hundreds of donors generously support CFA programs. They 
provide funds for equipment, scholarships, student travel, and artists in residence. In 
other words, they sustain the college’s programs and build our legacy of distinction. 

Last fiscal year, for example, the units in the College of Fine Arts received $239,724 in 
annual fund gifts. These dollars enabled:
• Students to pursue professional development at conferences, institutes, and  

training grounds in the arts industries;
• International travel projects;
• Interdisciplinary research;
• Recruitment of student talent; and
• Scholarship support for students with extreme financial circumstances.

Additionally, there are three philanthropic groups that sustain college initiatives 
through activities to raise funds: the Friends of the Richmond Center for Visual Arts, 
Partners in Dance, and the Theatre Guild. Events sponsored by these groups generate 
audiences and new donors to enrich our programs.

In October, it was my pleasure to present the 2011 Cosimo Cap award to D. Terry and 
Sharon Williams at the annual meeting of the CFA Medici Society, a donor recognition 
group. We bestowed the honor on this couple for their strategic advocacy for the arts, 
impressive cultural accomplishments throughout the university and community, and 
their financial generosity. Thanks to the CFA Medici Society members, the legacy of 
the 17th century Medici family continues loyal generosity. In the words of Sharon Wil-
liams, “The mission of our College of Distinction and of the arts in general is to elevate 
the human condition. In that sense, the arts can be said to be the essence of philan-
thropy. Philanthropy’s classical definition is philos-’loving’, in the sense of ‘caring for’ 
or ‘benefiting’ and anthropos, ‘humanity’ or ‘human-ness’. The arts make us more fully 
human. And to support the arts is to nourish humanity.” 

Professor and Chair Emeritus Terry Williams began his remarks in his inimitable way: 
“For most of my career I have asked people for money. As some of you know I have 
not been subtle about it. I used to be slightly embarrassed about it until I met Diether 
Haenicke, who said on numerous occasions, ‘I have no shame when it comes to 
asking for money for educational purposes.’ No shame—what a concept. It fits me 
perfectly. Diether taught me how to ask for real money, and with the help of many 
people, I have learned that friend raising truly does lead to fund raising.”

Legacy Coda
John F. Kennedy obviously resonated with the import of the arts when he wrote, “I 
am certain that after the dust of centuries has passed over our cities, we, too, will be 
remembered not for victories or defeats in battle or in politics, but for our contribution 
to the human spirit.” We relate to those ideals, reminding ourselves why we make, 
teach, and appreciate art each day.

At forty, the College of Fine Arts is mighty fortunate! We have many friends among our 
outstanding alumni and generous donors. We wish you the joy of reflecting on your 
legacy and send you blessings for a healthy and prosperous New Year. Thank you for 
being our friend.

Sincerely,

Margaret Merrion
Dean

2012 Resolution #3: 
Please contact me for 
information about the 
Medici Society or for 

making a gift (margaret.
merrion@wmich.edu).

Sharon and Terry Williams, 
recipients of the College 
of Fine Arts Medici Society 
Cosimo Cap.
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Highlights of the 2011-12 Season
Winter Gala Dance Concert
February 2-4 and 10-12 — Williams Theatre, Gilmore Theatre Complex
The Winter Gala Dance Concert will feature Great Works dances by Nelly van Bommel, Loïe 
Fuller and Antony Tudor; a new dance by Lauren Edson, winner of the Great Works Dance Proj-
ect Choreography Competition; and faculty and student choreography. For ticket information call 
387-6222 or visit wmich.edu/dance.

The Cure for Love
March 15-18 and 22-24 — Shaw Theatre, Gilmore Theatre Complex
WMU faculty member, Jay Berkow, writes a flirty farce about an abandoned affair and how a 
prestigious family tries to find a cure for love. With mistresses, a fallen angel, and eccentric char-
acters, this family gets more than they bargained for. Making its regional and midwest premiere, 
this bawdy period comedy will have you roaring with laughter. For ticket information call 387-
6222 or visit wmich.edu/theatre.

Student Collaborative Projects
March 29-30, 8 p.m. — Multimedia Room, Dalton Center
The College of Fine Arts presents premiere performances of original, interdisciplinary student 
collaborative works based on the theme of LEGACY. No charge, please call 387-6222 for more 
information.

Annual Frostic School of Art Student Exhibition
April 5-19 — Monroe-Brown Gallery, Richmond Center for Visual Arts
This juried exhibition represents outstanding work done by current Frostic School of Art students. 
Gallery admission is free. For more information call 387-2455 or visit wmich.edu/art.

Events to  
Celebrate Our 

40th Year 


