
Service-Learning 
Newsletter Summer 2013

Safe Routes to Schools
         We are proud to 
announce that Th e Of-
fi ce of Service Learning 
is partnering with the 
College of Engineering, 
MDOT and Milwood 
Elementary School for 
our annual fall Safe 
Routes to School project. 
     Safe Routes to School 
is a national partnership 
that creates safer streets, 
improves the communi-
ty, and promotes physical 
activity for students and 
families. Civil and Con-
struction Engineering 
students work through-
out the fall semester cre-
ating recommendations 
to promote safe routes 
for children who walk or 
bike to school. 

Building Bikes, Building Community

     Th e Offi  ce of Service-Learning partnered with Lakeside Acad-
emy, the Offi  ce of Sustainability, and WMU students to build 
bikes for six deserving children from the Edison neighborhood.   
     Th e Offi  ce of Sustainability bicycle shop, the Stable, provided 
space, tools, and student mechanics to assist in the building and 
safety of the bikes.  Lakeside students had an opportunity to 
work closely with WMU students to build bicycles and develop 
teambuilding skills, and they awarded the completed bicycles to 
the younger children who were selected by the Boys and Girls 
Club of Greater Kalamazoo because they have made a positive 
contribution in their school and community.  Immediately fol-
lowing the presentation, the Lakeside students received a tour of 
the campus, later reporting that most of them had never been on 
a college campus before and that the experience made them want 
to go to college.
     WMU and Lakeside students refl ected on their experiences, 
describing what they learned and how they felt about being part 
of this opportunity. Both groups reported learning a lot from 
each other and all found it rewarding to present the bikes to the 
younger children.  In addition to the bikes, the children received 
a certifi cate recognizing their contributions to others and new 
bike helmets and booklets on proper bike safety thanks to Bron-
son Hospital’s Childhood Injury Prevention offi  ce.

     
Summer l Service Learning Courses explore new ways of 
learning

     English 1050, Th ought and Writing, partnered with 
Parent to Parent of Southwest Michigan to better under-
stand writing that is produced in diff erent community and 
workplace settings. Th e class worked with a site coordina-
tor from Parent to Parent and explored diff erent ways to 
communicate eff ectively to a specifi c audience. Th e fi nal 
project consisted of creating and presenting informational 
brochures for Parent to Parent using various writing skills 
they learned throughout the semester. 
     Social Work 2100, Social Work Service and Professional 
Roles, partnered with Comstock Cares to do an in depth 
survey of a struggling neighborhood and to create interest 
and excitement about working together to refresh an area 
of about 450 homes. Th is is one of nine neighborhoods in 
Comstock Township where many homes are being con-
demned and demolished for various reasons. Th e students 
visited residents, asking questions about their neighbor-
hood and gauging interest in working together to make 
needed home repairs and general cleanup. Th e walking 
survey provided the students and Comstock Cares with 
pertinent information to create and implement a resident-
directed action plan for those who wish to participate.

I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I understand.
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You are cordially invited to the

Campus and Community Breakfast and Award Celebration

Friday, September 27, 2013 from 8 to 9 a.m. 
Registration begins at 7:45 a.m.

WMU Bernhard Center, 3rd Floor, Rooms 208 and 209

Th ree WMU instructors and staff , three students, and three community partners will be selected 
to receive the Excellence in Service-Learning Award that honors those who demonstrate 

dedication to outstanding service-learning. 

Western instructors and staff , students, and community partners are all encouraged to nominate 
qualifi ed candidates. Criteria and nomination forms are available on our website at 

www.wmich.edu/servicelearning. Please submit nomination forms to csl_info@wmich.edu. 
Nominations are due Friday, September 13, 2013 at 5 p.m. 

If you have a service-learning project or course you would like to showcase during the event, 
tables for poster presentations are available upon request. 

For more information, please contact Ashley Braatz, Marketing Coordinator of 
Service-Learning, at csl_info@wmich.edu or (269) 387-4455.


