
GET INVOLVED
Write a grant and manage your own 
project! To review previous grants, review 
the handbook, and get more information 
on the Student Sustainabiltity Fee 
and Grant, visit our website and click 
“Student Sustainability Grants.”

Apply for the Wesustain internship or 
a student researcher position. To see 
available opportunities, visit our website 
and click “Work With Us.”

You can also dip your toes in by 
participating in projects, research, or 
events on a volunteer basis. This is 
a great way to gain some hands-on 
experience in emerging fields while 
collaborating with your peers.
 

FEE & GRANT
Office for Sustainability
2529 W. Michigan Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5286
p. (269) 387-0943
wmu-sustainability@wmich.edu
www.wmich.edu/sustainability
wesustainwmu
WMU Office for Sustainability

The WMU Student Apiary began with grant support.

STUDENT SUSTAINABILITY GRANT
The Student Sustainability Grant supports 
student projects that promote a campus 
culture of sustainability. The grant is 
available to all students who pay the 
sustainability fee. Proposals must be safe, 
legal, adequately budgeted, and possible 
within existing university infrastructure 
to qualify. 

$75,000 is available annually for student-
designed and led research and project 
grants. Student teams must include a faculty 
or staff advisor. Grants are awarded through 
a blind-review process by a committee of 
undergraduate and graduate student peers 
representing all WMU colleges.



PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS STUDENT RESEARCHERS
The Student Sustainability Fee supports 
a variety of projects, research, jobs, and 
initiatives. These projects happen on-campus 
or with community collaborators and may 
utilize both university and community 
resources. Some of these projects include an 
aquaponics system located in the Office for 
Sustainability, Vermicomposting and Black 
Soldier Fly Larvae composting research at 
the Gibbs Site, and a solar dehydrator project; 
a collaboration between the office and 
Engineers without Borders.

Our work has a broad scope — we engage 
with everything from building, graphic, and 
curriculum design to environmental and 
social impact analysis, as well as permaculture 
and diversity and inclusion. By acting as a 
community sustainability incubator, the projects 
we support represent beginnings; they often 
result in products, services, and concepts that 
reach and benefit a worldwide audience. 

WMU students are expanding research 
on campus, creating the green jobs of the 
future now. They are learning to tackle 
pressing world problems that require 
sustained effort, collaboration, and global 
engagement.

Over 30 students per year participate 
in research, ongoing projects, commun-
ications, event management, reporting, 
and outreach. Activities range from 
improving policy to hands-on food 
systems research, and much more.

All student researchers, including 
Wesustain interns, are paid for their 
part-time work. Both undergraduate and 
graduate applicants from all colleges 
are welcome! These positions require 
a commitment of 8 hours per week to 
ensure adequate engagement.

Students maintaining the office aquaponics system

STUDENT SUSTAINABILITY FEE
In 2010, WMU students — motivated by a 
vision to advance well-being for all — had 
the wisdom and foresight to create the first 
Student Sustainability Fee in Michigan. The 
$8 per semester fee allows the WMU Office 
for Sustainability to support and employ 
students who work to advance the WMU 
sustainability mission — to create a culture of 
sustainability and improve quality of life for all.

About one-sixth of office operating costs are 
covered by 24% of the fee. The remainder 
of office expenses are covered by the WMU 
general fund, grants, sponsorships, and 
donations. The remaining 76% supports 
student researchers, projects, and the Student 
Sustainability Grant program.


