
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I began my work with the Office for Sustainability as a Permaculture 

Intern in July 2014. I have previously been involved with the OfS working as a 

volunteer under Will Derouin since February 2013. I was attracted to the idea 

of protecting the environment and chose to join the OfS. As I learned more and 

more about sustainability during my year of volunteering, I naturally became 

more involved with permaculture and the OfS’s pursuits to develop the Gibbs 

House Property. 
 

          This past month, I have 

learned about the benefits of 

establishing a self-sufficient 

ecosystem. With the assembling of 

the fence to protect and border the 

property, I have been introduced to 

and gained practice in the use of 

many different hardware tools such 

as a drill, miter saw, staple gun, and 

handsaw. 
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        Working at the Gibbs House has increased in my knowledge of 

vermicomposting, hugelklutur beds, natural landscaping, and growing 

shiitake mushrooms alongside my co-interns. In regards to some of the 

annual crops, we incorporated different methods of trellising such as 

using link fencing or strings to trellis tomatoes to our hoop house rafters. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The hoop houses are a beneficial addition to the 

Gibbs House Property. In an effort to conserve water for 

irrigation needs, I have found that a drip irrigation system 

composed of a timing device, hoses, filters, and other 

components, would be the most efficient system for our 

hoop houses. It will be worthwhile to incorporate an 

irrigation system that allows the water to slowly be 

absorbed into the soil where it is needed most by the roots 

instead of using sprinklers which only irrigate the surface 

and could damage the our delicate greens and plants 

during their growing cycle. 
 

      The recent opening of our 

produce stand has been very helpful 

in increasing awareness of the OfS 

and our efforts in educating the 

community on how we strive to 

sustain our ecosystem. We have been 

harvesting many of our annual crops 

for produce and presenting them for 

community purchase. The farm stand 

has also provided us with an idea of 

how successful our range of crops 

have been this summer. 
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