
S E M A N T I C S
A N D  F R A M I N G  T H E

I M P O R T A N C E  O F
Y O U R  R E S E A R C H

A D D R E S S  T H E  
“ S O  W H A T ”

Q U E S T I O N  F R O M
Y O U R  R E A D E R

The best rated appl icat ions
were able to take an

important issue in their
indiv idual  subf ie ld and make

a convincing argument for
why their  study is  important

more broadly.  

Remember,  in  award
compet it ions reviewers are

unl ikely to be from your
disc ip l ine and students 

need to be able to convince
someone unfami l iar  with a

part icular research quest ion
of the greater importance
beyond just  having a gap 

in the l i terature.

Ensure the content a l igns.  Include a
clear purpose statement and then
have everything l ink to that
statement.  

Al l  i tems that are measured in the
model  need to l ink to the intro and
purpose statement.  

Include a graphic,  table,  or  f igure.
This  is  especial ly  helpful  for
reviewers outs ide of the student ’s
area of study.

I  saw quite often that the
appl icants wrote:  ‘ th is  wi l l  be
an important and s ignif icant

contr ibut ion to my f ie ld ’ .  

I  would suggest ( i f  poss ib le)
to write something l ike:  ‘ the

ant ic ipated results  of  th is
project wi l l  be submitted for

a poss ible publ icat ion to
Journal  of  X and Y,  which is

one of the mainstream
journals  in  the f ie ld widely
used by researchers from

around the world,  inc luding
researchers from Univers i t ies

of A, B and C’ .

Your proposal  must be
free of typos,  edit ing

remarks,  corrupted
graphics,  and other

mistakes.

Write so that anybody
can read and

understand i t .  Exclude
jargon or f ie ld-specif ic
acronyms or language.  

Know the regulat ions
relevant to Human

Subjects,  Radiat ion,
Biosafety and Animal

Care.  Know the Export
Control  guidel ines.

C O M P L I A N C EA V O I D  J A R G O N

P R O O F R E A D .  E D I T .
S H A R E .  R E P E A T

It  is  easy to deduct
points when the

guidel ines are not
fol lowed.  With many
strong appl icat ions,
th is  could easi ly  be
the difference that

leads to a successful
award.
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Provide enough detai l
on data analys is .

Make a reasonable,
detai led budget 
plan and al ign i t  

wel l  with the goals
and object ives of 

the proposal .

C O N T E N T  
A N D  

F O R M A T T I N G
S P E C I F I C S

Q U A L I T A T I V E
S T U D I E S

B U D G E TR E A D  C A R E F U L L Y

Provide a cont ingency
plan for recruitment

and/or include an
example of previous

success with
recruitment.

wmich.edu/research/compliance

https://wmich.edu/research/compliance

