January 2017 Funding Opportunities Highlights
1.

Sponsor: U.S. Department of Education
Title: Special Education – Personnel Development to Improve Services and Results for
Children with Disabilities
Deadline: February 6, 2017
URL: www2.ed.gov/programs/osepprep/index.html
Description: The personnel Preparation program helps meet state-identified needs for
adequate numbers of fully-certified personnel to serve children with disabilities by
supporting competitive awards to:
• Provide research-based training and professional development to prepare
special education, related services, early intervention, and regular education
personnel to work with children with disabilities
• Ensure that those personnel are fully qualified, and possess the skills and
knowledge that are needed to serve children with disabilities
The Department is required to make competitive grants that support training activities
in a few high-priority areas, including: general personnel development and preparing
beginning special educators, personnel serving children with low-incidence disabilities,
and leadership personnel. These grants are typically 5 years in length.

2.

Sponsor: National Endowment for the Humanities
Title: Summer Seminars and Institutes
Deadline: March 1, 2017
URL: https://www.neh.gov/grants/education/summer-seminars-and-institutes
Description: These grants support professional development programs in the
humanities for school teachers and for college and university faculty. NEH Summer
Seminars and Institutes may be as short as one week or as long as four weeks.
NEH Summer Seminars and Institutes:
• Provide models of excellent teaching;
• Provide models of excellent scholarship;
• Broaden and deepen understanding of the humanities;
• Focus on the study and teaching of significant topics, texts, and other sources;
• Contribute to the intellectual vitality of participants; and

•

Build communities of inquiry.

An NEH Summer Seminar or Institute may be hosted by a college, university, learned
society, center for advanced study, library or other repository, cultural or professional
organization, or school or school system. The host site must be suitable for the project,
providing facilities for collegial interaction and scholarship. These programs are
designed for a national audience of participants.
3.

Sponsor: Vodafone Americas Foundation
Title: Wireless Innovation Project
Deadline: March 6, 2017
URL: http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/vodafone-americas-foundationseeks-latest-connected-innovations-enter-ninth-annual-wireless-2171577.htm
Description: The Vodafone Americas Foundation has announced its ninth annual
Wireless Innovation Project, which offers applicants the opportunity to win up to
$300,000 for innovative mobile solutions with the potential to solve critical global
issues.
The program is designed to recognize the growth taking place in mobile innovation and
the potential for mobile and wireless technology to help solve critical social issues
around the world. Winners in previous years have received additional funding that has
enabled them to further develop and scale their innovations, as well as hire talent.
The mobile or wireless solution must have the potential to solve issues in one of the
following areas: access to communication, education, economic development, the
environment, and health. The project must be at a stage of research where an advanced
prototype or field/market test can occur during the award period, and the technology
should have the potential for replication and large-scale impact. In addition, teams
should have a business plan or a basic framework for financial sustainability and roll out.
Applicants compete for first-, second-, and third-place prizes worth $300,000, $200,000,
and $100,000 respectively.
See the Vodafone Americas website for complete program guidelines and application
instructions.

4.

Sponsor: National Science Foundation
Title: Building Community and Capacity in Data Intensive Research in Education (BCCEHR)
Deadline: March 15, 2017
URL: https://www.nasf.gov/pubs/2017/nsf17532/nsf17532.htm

Description: The purpose of this solicitation is to encourage submission of proposals for
activities that will enable communities to develop visions for data-intensive HER areas of
research. In some cases, large scale data repositories may already exist, but the
infrastructure such as tools and communities to utilize the data may be in need of
development. In other cases, appropriate activities may include the design of large scale
data repositories and/or associate analytic tools… Submitted proposals for FY 2017
should focus on the development of communities, or the utilization of existing
communities, to develop plans for data repository design or utilization, and to develop
infrastructure (including analytic tools) within which identified research may effectively
proceed.

