
On April 9 at 3:30 in Room 1260 
in the Chemistry Building, Dr. 
Diane Dillon will present "The 
Devil is in the Details:  History 
and the World's Columbian Ex-
position of 1893."  Held in Chica-
go, the Columbian Exposition 
“commemorated a historic anni-
versary (the arrival of Columbus 
in America), its buildings emulat-
ed the grandeur of classical and 
Renaissance architecture, and the 
halls were filled with exhibits that 
traced the history of the world 
and the progress of mankind. In 
the years since 1893, the history 
of the exposition has fascinated 

historians and the general public 
alike,” according to Dr. Dillon.  

Because some attendees  stayed in 
Kalamazoo, and many local citi-
zens journeyed to the event, the 
Archives and Regional History 
Collections have artifacts from 
the Exposition which will be dis-
played to accompany Dr. Dillon’s 
talk.  The exhibition will be on 
the Third Floor of the Upjohn 
Rotunda of Waldo Library. 

Dr. Dillon is Director of  Scholar-
ly and Undergraduate Programs 
at the Newberry Library.  Her 
research encompasses American 

The Columbian Exposition:  Dr. Diane Dillon visiting speaker 

Night of the Research Paper 
The Night of the Research Paper event at Waldo Library on October 23 
attracted over 100 students to research and refine projects and papers 
for the fall term with guidance from experts from the faculty and staff.  
Most students seemed to find the event very helpful and many asked  
if another similar event would occur in the future.   The services  
provided are available on a drop-in and appointment basis at the  
Libraries and the Writing Center all of the time, but students are often 
unaware of all the help available on campus, so the event was planned 
to raise awareness of services. 

The Night of the Research Paper represents the way the WMU community can work together for student suc-
cess.  Volunteers were largely drawn from the WMU Libraries faculty and staff and the Writing Center staff, but 
faculty from many colleges dropped in to help.  The Friends Board, Lee Honors College and the College of 
Education donated funds toward making this event a success.  Another event is planned for February 2013. 
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Friendly Notes 
Friends of the Western Michigan University Libraries Upcoming Events 

Winter/Spring  
Calendar Events 

 March 7, 4-6 pm
New Education Li-
brary behind the 
scenes tour,      
2300 Sangren Hall 

  April 9, 3:30 pm
Dr. Diane Dillon  
1260 Chemistry Bldg. 

 May 14, 2:00 pm
Annual Meeting:  
Salute to a Grand Old 
Lady, 111 East Hall 
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Let’s Keep in Touch!   
Please send an email ad-
dress if you would like to 
get Friendly Notes electron-
ically.  Publications and 
events will be posted on our 
website www.wmich.edu/
library/about/friends/.  We 
can notify you when the 
Gatherings newsletter is 
online.  If you prefer a hard 
copy, let us know at   
lib-friends@wmich.edu! 

art, architecture, and visual culture; 
world’s fairs; the history of cartog-
raphy; and Chicago’s history and 
culture.  She is the co-author of 
Mapping Manifest Destiny:  Chicago 
and the American West and has 
served as co-curator of an exhibition 
marking the centennial of the 1909 
Plan of Chicago entitled Make Big 
Plans:  Daniel Burnham’s Vision of an 
American Metropolis in 2009 at the 
Newberry Library and co-curator, 
“A Century of Progress: Architec-
ture and Chicago’s 1933-34 
World’s Fair,” an exhibition at the 
Chicago Architecture Foundation, 
Fall 2004.  Dr. Dillon will also be 
speaking to two classes in WMU’s 
public history program,  Dr. Mitch 
Kachun’s graduate course in Histo-
ry and Memory and Dr. Sharon 
Carlson’s course in Archival Ad-
ministration.   

Dr. Dillon’s visit is supported by the 
Friends of the WMU Libraries, the 
Department of History and the WMU 
Visiting Scholars and Artists Program. 

Artifacts of the Columbian Exposition 
from the Western Michigan University 
Regional History Collections  

Note corrected time on April 9 at 3:30 pm.



general outline of the future 
building is visible. 

The work of preparing the collec-
tions for the move is also under-
way and will be a major focus for 
the staff in 2013. Moving 28,000 
cubic feet of archival materials 
requires planning, patience, 
flexibility and good humor.  
Most of the books and all of 
boxes holding archival collec-
tions have never been barcoded.   
The barcoding will be vital in  
locating materials in the new 
shelving and linking items to 
catalog records.  Lynn Houghton 
and Pam Jobin are coordinating 
these efforts of barcoding all the 
materials.   

The new Zhang Legacy Collec-
tions building is more than 7% 
complete according to a recent 
report by the Christman Compa-
ny to WMU’s Facilities Manage-
ment!  The footprint of the build-
ing is clearly evident.  Ten inches 
of concrete provide a stable foun-
dation for the mobile high bay 
compact shelving.  Telecommuni-
cations components have been 
laid out to the building.  Structur-
al steel arrived in early December 
and is taking shape.  Contracts for 
the shelving and other compo-
nents have been approved.    A 
substantially complete date 
(construction speak) is slated for 
August 2013 and move-in is pro-
jected for September 2013.  The 

Another crucial step in preparing 
material for the move is protective 
re-boxing or shrink wrapping.  
Deteriorated and non-standard 
sized boxes will be replaced with 
sturdy uniformly sized records 
storage boxes.  An archival con-
sultant has recommended shrink 
wrapping for moving fragile over-
sized materials.  Re-boxing and 
shrink wrapping will begin in 
early 2013 and continue through 
the Spring semester and summer.  
Working across three buildings to 
prepare collections for the move, 
the Archives and Regional History 
Collections will be time consum-
ing and challenging.  As a result, 
the public hours of the branch 
will be slightly altered during 
Summer I and II (May-August).  
Hours will be Tuesday-Friday, 9-4 
and Monday by appointment.     

Beginning in early 2013, building 
progress photos will be featured 
on Facebook at the Western 
Michigan University Archives & 
Regional History Collections 
page.  You may also follow the 
progress on twitter at 
@WMUArchives   

Dean Reish enjoys the Charles C. and 
Lynn L. Zhang Legacy Collection 
Center construction in progress 

Zhang Legacy Collections Facility Update 

Behind the Scenes:  Two Upcoming Events 

The new facility features compact 
shelving, small group meeting 
rooms with learning technology  
and a classroom equipped with 
projectors and computers for 
teaching library research skills.  
The Education Library opened in 
September 2012 and to record-
breaking  student  activity. 

Salute to a Grand Old Lady Tour 
The Friends Annual Meeting 
will be on May 14, at 2:00 pm. 
We will gather at 111 East Hall 
(WMU Archives and Regional 
History Collections), as a final 
salute to the building which has 

housed the collection for a tempo-
rary 20-plus years. 

In fall 2013, the WMU Archives 
and Regional History Collections 
and the remote storage of the 
University Libraries will move 
into the Zhang Legacy Collections 
Center.  This is the final "behind 
the scenes" tour of the current 
storage facilities in the East Cam-
pus.  Gather at East Hall and be 
prepared to learn the original uses 
of some of the East Campus 
buildings and learn about the 
preparations for moving the  
collections.  

New Education Library service desk  

On Thursday, March 7 from  
4-6 pm, Dennis Strasser and Brad 
Dennis, librarians in the new 
Sangren Education Library, will 
host an event to introduce the 
Friends to the Education Library 
in the new Sangren building.    

For the Most Current 
Information  

Events which are still in 
development will be posted 
at http://www.wmich.edu/

library/about/friends.   
NOTE: the Friends URL 
for web information has 

changed as of December on 
the new library website. 

We are working developing 
an email list for updates, so 

please send us email 
contact information at      
lib-rbr@wmich.edu  
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The University Libraries 
contain more than 
4,500,000 total items. 

The oldest book in the 
University Libraries is a 
12th century European 
medieval manuscript. 

The Music and Dance 
Library contains over 
28,000 music and sound 
recordings. 

Over 53 books, 21  
articles and 1 play have 
resulted from research 
conducted at the Archives.

Did you 

know 
[Note corrected date below is May 14, annual mtg.]




