
          
 

MTTC Professional Readiness Exam Reading, Test #96 

Objectives Aligned With On Line Resources and Tutorials 

 

TEST OBJECTIVE 
 

DEFINITION & 
DESIRED SKILL SET 

RESOURCES & TUTORIALS 

Word Meaning  
 

Determine the 
meaning of words 

and phrases 

Includes using the context of a 
passage to determine the 
meaning of words with multiple 
meanings, unfamiliar and 
uncommon words and phrases, 
and figurative expressions. 

http://www.how-to-study.com/study-skills-articles/using-context-clues-to-learn-word-meaning.asp 
 
http://testprep.about.com/od/readingtesttips/a/Vocab_Context.htm 
 
http://testprep.about.com/od/readingtesttips/a/Con_Clue_Types.htm 
 
 

Main Idea and 
Detail  

 
Understand the 
main idea and 

supporting details 
in written material 

 

Includes identifying explicit and 
implicit main ideas; and 
recognizing ideas that support, 
illustrate, or elaborate the main 
idea of the passage. 

 
http://www.readtheoryworkbooks.com/content/PDF/12_A_Streetcar_Named_Desire_Free_Sample.pdf 

 
http://www.readtheoryworkbooks.com/content/PDF/11_Chronic_Traumatic_Encephalopathy_Free_Sample.pdf 

 
http://www.readtheoryworkbooks.com/content/PDF/10_Battle_of_Chancellorsville_Free_Sample.pdf 

 

Writer’s 
Purpose   

 
Identify a writer’s 
purpose, point of 

view, and intended 
meaning 

 
 

Includes recognizing a writer’s 
expressed or implied purpose 
for writing; evaluating the 
appropriateness of written 
material for various purposes 
or audiences; recognizing the 
likely effect of a writer’s choice 
of words on an audience; and 
using the content, word choice, 
and phrasing of a passage to 
determine a writer’s opinion or 
point of view.  

 
 
http://testprep.about.com/od/readingtesttips/a/Authors_Purpose.htm 
 
 

Please note:  there are additional quizzes on the TRiO FESP website, “Writer’s 
Purpose Practice Quizzes” 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.how-to-study.com/study-skills-articles/using-context-clues-to-learn-word-meaning.asp
http://testprep.about.com/od/readingtesttips/a/Vocab_Context.htm
http://testprep.about.com/od/readingtesttips/a/Con_Clue_Types.htm
http://www.readtheoryworkbooks.com/content/PDF/12_A_Streetcar_Named_Desire_Free_Sample.pdf
http://www.readtheoryworkbooks.com/content/PDF/11_Chronic_Traumatic_Encephalopathy_Free_Sample.pdf
http://www.readtheoryworkbooks.com/content/PDF/10_Battle_of_Chancellorsville_Free_Sample.pdf
http://testprep.about.com/od/readingtesttips/a/Authors_Purpose.htm


          
 

TEST OBJECTIVE 
 

DEFINITION & 
DESIRED SKILL SET 

RESOURCES & TUTORIALS 

Idea 
Relationships 

 
Analyze the 

relationship among 
ideas in written 

material 

Includes identifying the 
sequence of events or steps; 
identifying cause-effect 
relationships; analyzing 
relationships between ideas in 
opposition; identifying 
solutions to problems; and 
drawing conclusions inductively 
and deductively from 
information stated or implied in 
passage. 

 
http://testprep.about.com/od/englishlanguagetests/a/Inference.htm 

 
http://www.mayland.edu/cpt/reading.pdf 
 
http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/co301aman/pop7b3.cfm 
 

 

Critical 
Reasoning 

 
Use Critical 

reasoning skills to 
evaluate written 

material 

 

Includes evaluating the stated 
or implied assumptions on 
which the validity of a writer’s 
argument depends; judging the 
relevance or importance of 
facts, examples, or graphic data 
to a writer’s argument; 
evaluating the logic of a 
writer’s argument; evaluating 
the validity of analogies, 
distinguishing between fact and 
opinion; and assessing the 
credibility or objectivity of the 
writer or source of written 
material. 

http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension.php 
 
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test01 
 
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test02 
 
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test03 
 
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test04 
 
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test05 
 
http://classroom.synonym.com/critical-thinking-relate-process-reading-comprehension-1976.html 
 
http://classroom.synonym.com/critical-thinking-techniques-issue-tree-3799.html 

 

Study Skills  
 

Apply study skills 
to reading 

assignments 

 

Includes organizing and 
summarizing information for 
study purposes; following 
written instructions or 
directions; and interpreting 
information presented in 
charts, graphs or tables. 

http://classroom.synonym.com/practice-reading-comprehension-test-4315.html 
 
http://testprep.about.com/od/tipsfortesting/a/Main_Idea.htm 
 
http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/EDR/5/Teaching%20Cause%20and%20Effect%20Relationships.pdf 
 
 

 

http://testprep.about.com/od/englishlanguagetests/a/Inference.htm
http://www.mayland.edu/cpt/reading.pdf
http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/co301aman/pop7b3.cfm
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension.php
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test01
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test02
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test03
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test04
http://www.majortests.com/sat/reading-comprehension-test05
http://classroom.synonym.com/critical-thinking-relate-process-reading-comprehension-1976.html
http://classroom.synonym.com/critical-thinking-techniques-issue-tree-3799.html
http://classroom.synonym.com/practice-reading-comprehension-test-4315.html
http://testprep.about.com/od/tipsfortesting/a/Main_Idea.htm
http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/EDR/5/Teaching%20Cause%20and%20Effect%20Relationships.pdf


          
 

 

 

 

It is recommended that the definitions of the following words are understood prior to reviewing the objectives 

and starting the tutorials. 

 

WORD DEFINITION EXAMPLES 
 

Figurative 
 
 

Used with a meaning that is different from the basic 
meaning and that expresses an idea in an interesting way 
by using language that usually describes something else : 
not literal 

The phrase “know your ropes” means literally “to 
know a lot about ropes,” while its figurative 
meaning is “to know a lot about how to do 
something.” 

 
 

Explicit 

 
 
Very clear and complete : leaving no doubt about the 
meaning 

 They were given explicit instructions. 
 Changes to the property can't be done 

without their explicit consent. 
 The law is very explicit about how 

these measures should be enacted. 

Opposite of: Implicit 

 
 

Implicit 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Understood though not clearly or directly stated 

 an implicit 
agreement/warning/promise 

 Their plans are based on the implicit 
[=implied] assumption that the 
proposal will be accepted. 

 There is a sense of moral duty implicit 
in her writings. 

 
Opposite of: Explicit 
 
 



          
 

WORD DEFINITION EXAMPLES 
 

Expressed 
 
 

a  To talk or write about (something that you are thinking 
or feeling) 
 
 
 
b  To make (your thoughts and feelings) known by doing 
something other than talking or writing 

 He expressed an interest in meeting her. 
 We expressed (to them) our 

thoughts/feelings/views on the subject. 
 She expressed surprise at his rude 

behavior. 
 Her love of nature is expressed [=shown, 

reflected] in her paintings/music. 
 Words can't (even begin to) express how 

grateful I am. 

 

 

Implied To express (something) in an indirect way : to suggest 
(something) without saying or showing it plainly 

 Your remark implies (to me) that you 
think I'm wrong. 

 Early reports implied that the judge's 
death was not an accident. 

 His words implied a threat. 

 

Opposition Actions or opinions that show that you disagree with or 
disapprove of someone or something 

 They're going ahead with the plans 
despite strong/fierce opposition from 
residents. 

 The nominee faces strong opposition in 
the Senate. 

 The proposed change has met with 
opposition from the town's business 
leaders. 

 



          
 

WORD DEFINITION EXAMPLES 
Inductively 

 
 

Using particular examples to reach a general conclusion 
about something 

 inductive reasoning 

 
Deductively 

 

 
Using logic or reason to form a conclusion or opinion 
about something 

 

 
 a conclusion based on deductive 

reasoning/logic 

 
 

Relevance 

 
 
Relating to a subject in an appropriate way 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Her comments were not relevant to the 
discussion. 

 Do you have any experience that is 
relevant to this job? 

 

Validity a The state of being acceptable according to the law : the 
state of being valid 
 
b The quality of being real or correct 
 

 

 The validity of the contract/document is 
being questioned. 

 Scientists questioned the validity of the 
findings. 

 
Analogies 

a  A comparison of two things based on their being alike 
in some way 
 
 
b The act of comparing two things that are alike in some 
way 

 He drew/made an analogy between flying 
a kite and fishing. [=he compared flying a 
kite to fishing; he said that flying a kite was 
like fishing] 
 
 
 



          
 

WORD DEFINITION EXAMPLES 
 

Credibility 
 

 
The quality of being believed or accepted as true, real, or 
honest 

 The new evidence lends credibility to their 
theory. 

 a lack/loss of credibility 
 The scandal undermined/damaged her 

credibility as an honest politician. 
 

 
Objectivity 

 
 

 
a Based on facts rather than feelings or opinions 
 
b Not influenced by feelings 

 We need someone outside the company to 
give us an objective analysis. 

 Scientists must be objective. 
 It's hard to be objective [=fair, unbiased] 

about my own family. 

 The passionate tone of the article made 
me question the author's objectivity. 

 

 

 

Please note that all definitions and examples were taken from the on line Merriam-Webster Learner’s 

Dictionary:  http://www.learnersdictionary.com/ 

 
Inspired by and created for our TRiO FESP students:  Marcy L. Peake, M’Myia Hughes and Katrina Goodall 

 
“Be Prepared, Not Scared!” – Marcy L. Peake 

 

“Be prepared before you begin. You save yourself from delay if you are fully prepared. Preparation sets you for excellence.”  

― Isrealmore Ayivor 

http://www.learnersdictionary.com/

