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Asylum Lake cleanup
urged 1 mV WMU report

PAT ZARKQOWSKI

GAZETTE STAFF WRITER
Kalamazoo's “Walden Pond” —

the 274-acre Asylum Lake proper-

muque opportunity to meld eco-
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Western Michigan University's

research and business park pro-
posed at the site could enhance the
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The pneth ility of having tenants

of the park pay an fee’to

help preserve, the ‘Asylum Lake -
also ha¥ been discussed na
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ods- cnuiﬂ ensure that omsite
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for agriculture. But echoing neigh-
borhood sentiments, the commit-
tee says the land should be
preserved and maintained. _

,“Sanitary sewer and storm sys-
tems constructed for the project
could be desigmed and located to

_eliminate curment..contamination
Tof Asylum Like résilting from
nmtary effluent and storm water -

runoff,” the report said.
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« Estabiish 2 task force of i

ﬁmﬁmmhﬂwm& for all
a n er

600 WMU-owned acres in the area,

= Require the park to meel the highest design,

deveiopment and environmental standards.
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distribution facilites and strip malis in the park. Some

Hight manufacturing may be permitted i the
development meats strict controls for vehicle taffic -
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= Conduct a comprehensive environmental assessment
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»Tao ease congestion on Putviuw.hmmﬂ'

Drake Road from Stadium Drive south to Parkview,

and extand Drake Road from Parkview 'south over
U.S. 131 to 12th Street in Oshtemo Township.

e L iy preservation a'q&
enhancement of the projett area.. tberepnrtsmﬂ.
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,:The Lee Baker Farm could hold
more than 1,000 slngle-famﬂsr_kmpacts of _developmenl_on_the_

* Prohibit truck traffic on Parkview east of the
business pari site. Expiore installation of center tum
lanes and timed signal lights 1o improve traffic fow
on Paricview in residential areas. However, general
widening of Parkview in those areas should not occur.
« Widen Parioview 1o a four-lane boulevard near the
ggqu:ttomnnoadﬂmﬁsaw

of trees is essential.
« Usa private conthbutions, puhﬁ:nxdnﬂlam and
financing mechanisms such as Tax Increment
Flnmdn%w pay for road and sewer improvements.
Under TIF, property-tax revenue generated from new
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« Preserve most of the vegetation and trees. The .
farmhouse on the University Farm south of Parkview
. could ba restdeed and moved to the Asylum Lake
mﬂ S&rye as an interprefive center 1o

the' area’s history. -

"+ Estabiish new local zoning to regulate permitted

uses for a business park in addition to fermulating
development covenants and design guidelines for the
fachity, - -

~However, by embracing the ob-

. jectives of the proposed research
and business park, and the plan-

- ning techniques (recommended)
. the comemunity coubd have sig-
mﬁcantly greater control over the
quality “of the environment and

* Lhe report said. -



