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. Planners Discuss Fuiure Of Asylum

With a few caussic words abou:
Bovernment s v, ne
Ralamazoo Metropolitan Couniy
Panning Commission s called for
state and local povern
together on the Juture of the
Asvlum Lake area in wesiern
Kalamazos and wisicm Ochidma
Township,

ty Planning Dinect
VIS Lo Ly b set up o Salussion
meetings:

» With the Kalamazeo City IMan-
szap "Commission, praferably it a
soon hinchegn on Aog. 20

= With evervone valved,
incloding township, Michigan Na-
tipmal Guard, Western Michigan

E L‘n':';e:'si:y.' state Depa ¢nt oF
Mental Health, and iy olfic .
2 public session in carly September,
The State Department of Mental
Health administers the now - coa-
troversial Jamd east and westof 12th
sircet, also calied Colony Farm
Foad for the Kalamazos 5 Hoa
pital rusal unit which existed there
until several yearsago. .. )
The state owns ali the frentage on
Asvlum Lake, which is abour the

5t got,

Cazelte St FFJW?“&:

T
size of Weods: Ioke with a
sonewding largeraren of adjocent
marsh, Tacne is 0o pehlic acoess by
poad,  theugh L nesphborhood
chifdren, stedents and fishe 'men
frequently walk into the laze. - °

Western Wlickigan Ualversisy
ad 10152 south of Parkview

-8

ith the phaseyut Gl-patient care
by the sate hospiral, ¢ther public
agencies have boen' &ting the 400
acces of 55, now-the larges: chunk

=
T
&

The City mazoe has
wanted the Inke frontape, at least,
for a park for' many vears, But the
Deparimenr of Mental Health, savs

T8, 13), =pd souly of

City Planning Director ,Bruce
Brown, "doesn't wani 1o commit
the land until they're sure what they
want 1o do with the rost of it

The state enly owss frontage
about 20 fee: decp oa the lake,
Browm said, The lund beiween that
frontage and Stadsm Difve is

and-

persans who mmarri o
Brown's knowledge, the privare

owgers  have mever been
approached, alikough =1 would cer-
tainly think we woull be interested-
in exploring it." T

The Michizan Natznal G
expected o acquine lan

ariviow
Averue, [non WMU for a new ar-
mory siie 1o feplace the downtown
Kalama=ao armery.,

The Kalamazoo Stare Hospital
has been looking for a site for a new
children’s unit

Michigan State
Kalamaroo city officials haw
dicated, is 10 2cquire som
west of 12h Stregt for agricultcral
EXPETIMENT PUrPasEs.

Besides that, thé Kalamazoo City
Planning Department has besn

University,

& dickecing with the Michigan State
Housing Development Authority
winnls posaitilitics of a “new town"
projecs on the Department of
Menal H=tlik owned land
batwees Asylum Lake and Park-
view Avenue, and between 12th
Streetand UE. 135 - 3

. At the mwmneal, says Planaing
Dirzcter Srovm, tha “idea 18 der-"

rmant because the mental health
gifizials wan't releasathe land,

What Brown had envisioned, if
the ifea worked out, was a residen-
1ia! community on the land seuth of
Asvlum Lake, which'is more or less
ievel, 2nd some light industry on the
adjacent land between the freeway

and 121k Street 1o provide jobs for-

those in e nesidences,

‘The couniy plardiers mainly want
everybody involved to get together
imstead of going off in all directions,

They're annoyed, especially, that
state olficials cpparently decided
on tne gEw armary site without

telling anybody in local govern-

ment.
Ia a resciution last month, the

county “planaers urged “that a

reexamination of the development

. potentizl of stafe owned land inthe
Yicinity af 12 Street cod Parkvicw
Avegee be condueted joltly by the
cpprepriste  joiatly by ke
approprizte city, county and stalc
authorities, with particular atten-

tioa given fo its pessible vse forr

open space pumoses.’ :
That lzzt.phras > rocalls (ke cpen
space studyco

sociates of Parchmenat, which
strungly recommended that the

cotnly acquing the Asylum Lake |

o Ior opon space QUIpORes.
-P Hg:wrg'zr. the proposed millage 1o
suppeTt e proposed land acquisi-
tiors was defeated by counly volers
by*a narrow margin, and the state
owaed land on the lake has not been
avallsbleanyway. .

Thursday, Oshiemo Township
Supervisor. Keoneth Nedervelt

“ called the approach to’locating the
armory “not very good plenning.”
thoueh he said the township beard
was "not that oppozed™ o e

. -
County Planning Director Watts

said a National Guard official, who'
— g3id-the- guard - couldn’t ‘afford to_

buy land for a new armery and so

adncted for-the—

cataty by Rebert O'Boyle As- . has mearly mccuzed tha

Lake Area

. ook whal TS g{wn.'ag:ce:l with

Watts That “A free site is a very
pocr criterion for boilding aa ar- .
mory

County Tlanning Com. Myron
Ross soid that *T find jt odd that this
{piars for the Jand, especially the
diseussion of 3 housing project) bas
heen s sed”” A candidate for
158 city comimission, aila;rf.r_

i

tanming public housing for some of
E:e s‘.a:ep?:n'la;ed land in the Park-
view - 1210 ared. A

But Brown has sxid that's not s
— that the Housing Development
Authority would beip financially
with 2 project which: wonid bave
come apartments sat  aside
specifically for teoanls qaabifying
{or rent subsidies. i

Brown was willing o discuss the

exploration of the “mew fowz" |

project with news mediz several
nibnths age, but only ena “nat for
pablication™ basis because nothing
was firm at that tme.

Sirce (hay time, however, thers
has besn publicity about the Na-
tignal Guard plans, and appareatly
sorme word about the posnblehws_-
“ing projpet leaked out to Ballard.
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