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At Public Meeting -

Asylum ] La]ic

Use-As Pa

rk

Supp orted

—— By P.M. TODD
b ﬂml:te Stalf Wriler

State-land at Asylum

Lake should beceme a-pub—

lic park, and remain mn-s:ly
in frs natoral state.

That appeared 10 be the
consensus of a public dis-
cussion Wednesday night at
Kalamaros City Hall on the
Kalamazoo State Hesplial
property south of Stadium
Drrive. =

Abaut 50

persons

vate Inn&umﬁ._.
Eﬂnered“' access by a sm

~ - __.park entrance; and empha-

sls on recreation which re;

sidents can_enjoy ol their
e

than “struc-
tured"” programs such as_
softball leagues.

Ralph Smith said he and
Robert Vermeulen of 2231 .
12th, wha own mest of the
abutting land,  flind
Welborn's bill “an excellent.

_dea.” Their principal con-—

cerns, he said, invodve per-
g-on-thalr—

—attended: -

They included the entire
Kalamazoo ares legislaive
detegation: Sen. John Wel-
born and Reps.” Wayne
Sackeit and Howard Wolpe,

Welborn has introduced

—hGenate dill 1483, with spver-
al other senators represent-
ing Southwestern Michigan,
o putharize kease of the 267
acres of lake frontage and
fiar land to-Kalamazop
County a1 $1 3 year for park,
recreation and-open space
use only.

= Heand Walpe =ai

- try to push the bill I:hmugh

" this begislative session, but
added that iL may have to

waill for the next session, ——

Action 10 obtain the Land
for park use lollowed
Kalamazoo State Hospital
determination that the land,
which includes all frontage
en Asylum Lake and about
hall the fronwage on Litle
Asylumn Lake io the south-
wesl wis “syrpuc” (o jig

Loni trespasein
lard, thinktng it's state -

County Com. Jack Hunt
said he.doesn't want a park

- om the lake to be an "amu- -

sement park,” and prefers -
“passive™ recreation.
County_Board Chairman—
Robert Welbarn, whese dis-
trict includes the lake arca,

— saidi-**We_want Jo_protect—

the land and make sure our
children and gmudchjldren
__have some open space 1ef1,”

“%en, Welbarn, brother of

ly-bufdrchut-rm-—

emphasized that “The fact
that the Bl has been in-
trodyced does not open this
area up to public use. It°s off
limEcs, really.”

Doll said that virtually all
trails leading in to the lake
crigs private land. The 1th
Street entrance pate Is
frequently locked by state
hospital personnel to min-
imize vandalism.

Sen, Welborn said his bill

needs, : -
State hospital officials,
- neighbors and city officials
have been wnhappy about
olittering., nude swimming
amd destruchon of vegeta-
tinn by motorcycles since
ESH phased out patient
caie @0 buildings near the
Lk,
= Mrs
1555 N, Church and Michaet
. Dhall of 813-W.. Lovell,- whir--
moderated Wednesday's
session ot Ralumazoo City
Hall, are amang those who
are spearheading suppory
" far Weltomm's bitl and @ na-—
lurz! park treatment,
They're circulating peti=—
* thons in suppors of the park,
and are seeking persons
'A'I_|!l1'IR 1o give a “conting- "
o™ effort, who are invited
to cxll Mrs. ‘L'npehnd 1]
M55, |
—Gounty— E':rl:s ""!I'Id.

June Enprl:-n.:r'vf"

because that's the fastes
way 1o create o local park,

Passage of a bill giving
the land away would be ex.
tremely difficult, he said,
and normally.. the state
would sell land for s ap-
praimed value,

Aunther change rnng. well
b e pame of the lake,

The Mchlartin family, of .
which Smith and Vermeulen
“afe membors, once owned
much of tke Jand in that
area, and the lake was
Mehartin: Lakel Mrs—
Lmlanﬂ.ﬂ#ﬂhﬂ_ﬂm&
. Still is cn many maps.

Wermeulen rook the name
hurt back.s stép farther,
sugpesting that the Loren
. family owned. the land
. befare the McMarting, and
the water was known even
earlier as Loren Lake,

* The name of the lake may
well be what the public calls

Hecreaﬂnn Director Donald
el ml:um‘l_'u“m Welborn after

|rq|_lmmt il the land
becomes & county park.
His agency's philosphy,

phons callsto siate of ficlals,
he was'unable 1o find how a
1ake"s name can be offiefal-—

ol i ¥ ly
Cmets gy RS

tract of land; seeking 100+
- aerks or more; 10 eliminaie —

conflicts among users, and

berween vsers and abutting
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