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This talk examines the role of hate speech on Facebook and other social media 

platforms in inciting mass violence almost 25 years after local radio helped 

precipitate the Rwandan genocide. Facebook and other technology platforms 

have come under criticism in recent years for similarly contributing to outbreaks 

of violence in Myanmar, the Philippines and elsewhere. In addition to discussing 

social media’s dissemination of dangerous speech, Professor Benesch will address 

social media's potential for preventing or mitigating mass violence. 

 

Co-sponsors: School of Communication, Department of Political Science, 

Global and International Studies, Haenicke Institute for Global Education, 

Kalamazoo Non-Violent Opponents of War (KNOW), Center for Civil 

Discourse at WMU Cooley Law School 

 

Free and open to the public. 
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