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had already “defied the odds” of ever getting to col-

lege, especially considering where she had started. 

This recognition gave Ciara motivation.  

Ciara came to understand, “the space between my 

family and then boyfriend and I was a good thing. 

The space taught me I can’t control it. I can only 

control my actions. And, I needed to stop letting their 

actions affect my decisions and ensure that my future 

was bright.” 

In her second semester, Ciara started making new 

friends and was encouraged by her TRiO advisor to 

become a program mentor. When she was hired on 

as a TRiO program mentor, Ciara felt “extremely 

accomplished.” This positive experience encouraged 

her to get involved in other activities on campus. 

In the end, Ciara shared, “Campus involvement 

increased my connections to this community, made 

me make friends and positive influences. I was happi-

er to be involved and have good friends. I learned 

valuable lessons and became a more well-rounded 

person.” 

In the Summer, Ciara begins her master’s pro-

gram here at WMU, and will undoubtedly, find con-

tinued personal and academic success. She will also 

begin her graduate assistant position here in TRiO 

SSP.  

 

 

 

 

 

At the Make a Differ-

ence award ceremony 

in April,  Thalia Guer-

ra, TRiO SSP Pro-

gram Services Coordi-

nator, was  recognized 

for her amazing ef-

forts. In her short 

time in this position, 

Thalia has made a sig-

nificant  difference 

and strong contribu-

tion to both her col-

leagues and her stu-

dents!! Thank you, Thalia!!  

~~Award Recipient~~ 

Ciara Dockham 
TRiO SSP Graduate Assistant 

Student Spotlight 
Written by Ciara Dockham & Tara Gonzales 

Ciara Dockham, a Spring 2015 graduate major-

ing in Behavioral Science & Gender in Women 

Studies, is one of many TRiO SSP and WMU stu-

dent successes. 

Ciara started her journey here in 2011. And, like 

many freshmen, she struggled to adjust to life away 

from home. Even though there were many prob-

lems in her family, Ciara said “There were times 

where every cell of my body wanted to quit and go 

back home.” 

Ciara’s first semester was the beginning of a life 

change. She shared that “Everyone I went to high 

school with was hooked on something and my pre-

vious relationship was no exception. Being that I 

watched most of my family struggle with addiction, 

I know where that lands most people.” This was 

part of Ciara’s struggle. She wanted to be home to 

help take care of her family and then boyfriend and 

to try to get them all cleaned up. But, Ciara also  

knew that sacrificing herself and her future poten-

tial was foolish because, regardless of how hard she 

tried or wanted, she couldn’t control anything 

about what was happening with her loved ones. So, 

she stayed. 

That first semester, however, was completed by 

sheer determination and the guidance from a dear, 

loving aunt. Ciara said she had gotten extremely 

depressed, as she was dealing with being away from 

home, not having “old friends,” breaking up with 

her boyfriend, worrying about her loved ones, etc. 

Nonetheless, she took her dear aunt’s advice and 

began to realize that, even in her first semester, she 
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TRiO SSP 

Academic  

Success 
 

* GPAs in Fall 2014 
60% = 3.0—4.0 

31% = 3.0—3.46 

12% = 3.5—3.69 

8% = 3.7—3.89 

9% = 3.9—4.0 

Amazing  

Volunteers 
In December 2014, 3 TRiO SSP 

students earned the Masters 

with  Distinction award. These 

amazing students (a) were in 

charge of a volunteer project 

and received 100 hours of train-

ing, (b) provided 150+ hours of 

mentoring, and (c) completed at 

least 75 volunteer hours.  

Congratulations to:  

TRiO students partici-

pated at the annual 

International Festival 

in March. They cele-

brated and shared a bit 

of United States cul-

ture with a flashback 

to Route 66. The 

group created a poster 

that shared little 

known facts of the 

famous old Route.  

TRiO Community: Working Hard and Having Fun! 

TRiO SSP Community in Action 
TRiO SSP students work hard not only for  

themselves but also for others! 

Stephanie Stanfield 

Greg Lowe 

Brian Pugh 

Spring & Summer 

2015 TRiO Graduates 

Alexis Adams 

Scarlet Davis 

Ciara Dockham 

Candace Faistenhammer 

James Flores 

Caeisha Fubara 

Brenda Gamino 

Vincent Henderson 

Tyler Hulet 

Pastor Hurtado 

Shayla Jarrett 

Michael Johnson 

Karissa Lee 

Breanna Leeuw 

DaVasha Lobbins 

Sarah Lyons 

Sarah Marcyan 

Sha’Nell Merrill 

Jermaine Oliver 

Brian Pugh 

Emily Rayburn 

Jovana Sanchez 

Alexandra Siroky 

John Smith 

Stephanie Stanfield 

A few of our amazing 

TRiO graduates 

posed for pictures 

with their TRiO 

Graduation Cords. 

Earning TRiO Cords 

is a new and   

welcomed tradition!  

TRiO students joined the 

fight against cancer this 

month with their active par-

ticipation in Relay for Life. 

All of their hard work cer-

tainly paid off. TRiO sur-

passed their $500 donation 

goal. Awesome! And, with 

their clever “Finding Nemo: 

Finding a Cure” theme, 

TRiO was awarded for hav-

ing the best decorated booth.   


