
Dear Alumni and Friends: 

 

In a recent email I received a YouTube link for a wonderful dance created for, and performed by, 

healthcare professionals at the Vincent Medical Center in Portland, Oregon.  The “Pink Glove Dance” 

was created as a fundraiser for breast cancer awareness.   I was moved by the fact that so many non-

professional dancers would participate in this project, and I was moved by the performers’ total com-

mitment to joyful personal expression through dance.   To me, this video is a moving reminder of the 

power of dance to transform us and bring us great pleasure. 

 

I feel so fortunate that I have the opportunity to witness dance’s transformative power nearly every 

week through the work of our students and faculty.  (It was also very evident in the dancing of our 

community “celebrities” who participated in our Dancing with the WMU/Kazoo Stars scholarship 

fundraising event.) 

 

In this e-newsletter we share with you some of joyful activities/accomplishments in the Department of 

Dance during the fall semester.  You will read about the immense success of the Western Dance Project 

who was invited to perform in the Dance Chicago Festival and then invited to return to perform in the 

concert featuring the best of the festival.  You will also read about the release of Carolyn Pavlik’s 

book:  Site Dance:  Choreographers and the Lure of Alternative Spaces.   This is the first book to be 

published by a WMU dance faculty member – yes, the first!!!!  You’ll also read about the success of 

our alumni as they pursue their dreams in dance, work and life.  Finally, you’ll read about the success 

of our second Dancing with the WMU/Kazoo Stars scholarship fundraising event. 

 

We are so fortunate to have dance as one of the focal points in our lives.  I hope the joy of dance fills 

your holiday season. 

 

With warmest wishes, 

 

Nina 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

Winter Gala  

Dance Concert 

February 4-7, 2010 

D. Terry Williams Theatre,  

Gilmore Theatre Complex 

Box Office: 269-387-6222 

 

Department Entrance 

Auditions 

February 19, 2010 
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Gretta Barrie (2002 BA Dance/Business) is living in Traverse City, MI 

and working as a surgical sales representative for Stryker Orthopedics 

(Total Joint Reconstruction/Preservation; Trauma). She is also the 

Dance Team Coach for the Traverse City Wolves (NAFL Semi-

Professional Football). www.tcwolves.com 

Cindi (Murray) Bosma (1993 BA Dance) is currently teaching ballet, 

pointe, and modern dance at Patti Herm School of Dance. She performs 

and choreographs for a theatre/dance company in Coldwater, MI. She is 

also a dental hygienist at Rosewood Dental in Parchment. She and her 

husband Andy are having a house built at Pine Lake in Plainwell and 

their 5 year old daughter Kenison is so excited. They love boating, ski-

ing, tubing and visiting with friends and family.   

Francesca Bourgault (2008 BA Dance, Business minor) has quickly 

become known in the technical theater community of Chicago. She is 

the resident designer for the Moving Architects and is currently an asso-

ciate lighting designer for Dance Chicago, a choreography-driven dance 

festival produced throughout the year that recently featured WDP on 

November 5th! She choreographed the Off-Broadway hit Bat Boy: The 

Musical at Village Players Performing Arts Center in Oak Park, IL and 

was the light board operator for Little Dead Riding Hood at the Athe-

naeum Theatre in Chicago, IL.  

 

Lisa Bredahl (1999 BA Dance) is still the co-director of the Kalamazoo 

School of Music and Dance and has finished choreographing a 30 min-

ute ballet production of "You Can't Catch Me, I'm the Gingerbread 

Man." The production will involve students age 5 through adult portray-

ing various animals the Gingerbread Man meets as he escapes from the 

oven. She is also dancing in and directing an adult company that per-

forms at community events and in an April 2010 concert. When not 

dancing, she is a business coach who helps small business owners grow 

their businesses. 

 

Molly Brictson (2006 BFA) has been living in Los Angeles, CA for a 

little over two years, during which time she has danced with Royal Car-

ribbean International in Asia, Winifred Harris' Between Lines, and Faux 

Pas Dance Company. She currently works at Evolution Dance Studios in 

Universal City, teaches ballet and gymnastics classes in Hollywood, and 

is a member of two contemporary companies: Intersection Dance Project 

and Ptero Dance Theatre. She is excited to be setting her own choreogra-

phy on one of the companies for an upcoming performance in Spring 

2010. She recently got engaged to Gerry Mattei, a WMU music major 

alumnus whom she met when he played keyboards for Derrick's jazz 

class! She is also starting to look at schools to attend for a master's de-

gree in dance. She can be contacted at: molly.brictson@gmail.com. 

 

Stephen Brotebeck (2000 BFA Music Theatre Performance) is in his 

first year in the MFA in Directing for the Musical Theatre Stage pro-

gram at The Pennsylvania State University. Stephen has had the oppor-

tunity to teach beginning and advanced jazz at Penn State as well as 

choreograph for the BFA Musical Theatre program.  In addition to pur-

suing his MFA, Stephen is the Creative Director of 

www.BroadwayBodies.com: The Fun Way to Work Out in New York 

City.  Visit his website at: www.stephenbrotebeck.com 

 

Rebecca (Yourison) Culp (2004 BA Dance) is happily preparing to 

perform "Snow" with the Saint Paul City Ballet Company in "The En-

chanted Toyshop." This is her dream come true to audition for a ballet 

company and be accepted for a role! She is still teaching ballet and mod-

ern dance classes, and is serving another year as a rehearsal director for 

the Moscow Ballet Company's local Nutcracker production.  Rebecca 

continues to work as an office manager in the financial services industry 

as well. 

 

Michelle (Hodgkin) Elliott (1985 BFA Ballet major, Jazz minor) and 

her daughter, Madeline Elliott, will be performing in "Anastasia" in 

March 2010 at the University of Michigan Flint Theatre with The Young 

People's Ballet Theatre. Her daughters Katherine (14) and Maddie (10) 

still dance at the Paavola School of Dance. 

 

Derrick Evans (2000 BFA) taught in Japan at the K-Broadway Dance 

Center this fall, and alumna Sarah Ivory took several of his classes. Der-

rick also set a piece on the K-Broadway Dance Center faculty. 

 

Stacey (Enos) Galla (2003 BA) is currently in her 6th year of teaching 

dance at the Glen Ellyn Park District, and in her 3rd year of being the 

dance director of the competition dance team there.  She is also teaching 

Stott Pilates and Zumba Fitness classes at the Park District.  She will be 

taking a year off starting next spring as she is pregnant with her 3rd 

child.  Nolan is 3, Natalie is 19 months, and she is due June 5th. 

 

Melanie George (1994 BA Dance) has been the full time dance faculty 

member and the Dance Program Advisor for the Department of Perform-

ing Arts at American University in Washington DC since the fall of 

2008. In addition to teaching, she directs four dance performances per 

academic year and is currently revising the curriculum for the dance 

minor. Melanie contributed a chapter titled "Imbed / In Bed: Two Per-

spectives on Dance and Collaboration" to the book "The Collaborative 

Turn: Working Together in Qualitative Research", edited by Dr. Walter 

Gershon. The chapter was co-written with her colleague Joan Meggitt, 

and the book was published in October by Sense Publishers and is avail-

able in online at Amazon and Barnes and Noble websites. In the spring 

of 2009, Melanie was the Artist in Residence in the Department of 

Dance at the University of North Carolina-Charlottte. This January, she 

will join the faculty of the Laban Institute of Movement Studies for the 

Module program in Maryland.  

 

Scott S. Hamilton (2008 BBA Marketing, Dance Minor, Voice Minor) 

just returned to New York City after a contract with Celebrity Cruise 

Lines. He is now dancing in a Christmas show at Circa' 21 in Illinois. In 

February he will be doing Footloose and Hello Dolly at Beef and Boards 

in Indianapolis.  

 

Kathleen Hermesdorf (1989 BFA) is the Artistic Director of La AL-

TERNATIVA (formerly MOTIONLAB) in San Francisco, working with 

Music Director Albert Mathias to offer training, creation and production 

of deeply integrated dance and music, with a mission of international, 

multi-media collaboration.  They teach at ODC School, throughout the 

US and in Europe and Mexico, and are Resident Artists at ODC Thea-

ter.  In 2009, La ALTERNATIVA (www.la-alternativa.us) presented 

two new duets, The Star Spangled Banner and the other edge of there is 

here (with light and visual artist Elaine Buckholtz).  They also initiated 

A L U M N I  N E W S  

http://www.tcwolves.com/
mailto:molly.brictson@gmail.com
http://www.BroadwayBodies.com
http://www.stephenbrotebeck.com
http://www.la-alternativa.us
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2 new international collaborative projects, MATCH (with dance and 

theater artists from Mexico and Cuba) and Etranger (with French music 

and video artists).  They will launch the Alternative Conservatory - an 

international, modular and mobile training ground, performance network 

and cultural exchange focused in and on the field - with a New Year's 

Intensive in San Francisco from 12/28/09-1/1/10 and follow up with 

local Spring and Fall 3-month sessions and a 3-month Summer Immer-

sion in Germany in collaboration with Stephanie Maher and Ponderosa 

Festival. Hermesdorf is also currently teaching at University of Califor-

nia/Berkeley and will teach at Sonoma State University in the 

spring.  She was featured in SF Trolley Dances in October with its direc-

tor Kim Epifano in Blue Ramp.   

 

Dr. Peggy Hunt (1980 MA) has danced professionally in Singapore, 

Australia, Taiwan, Canada, Micronesia, Finland, Brazil, and Hawaii and 

in many other states in the US. She has directed programs in dance, 

theatre and arts education at the University of Hawaii, Radford Univer-

sity in Virginia and at University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 

Peggy is artistic director of Dancing Earth. Her colorful performances 

have appeared in venues such as First Night Honolulu, the Kennedy 

Center in Washington DC, the National Puppetry Festival in Seattle, the 

American College Dance Festival and have toured to more than 300,000 

children. Dr. Hunt received her BA from Goddard College, her MA 

from Western Michigan University and her Doctorate in Education from 

the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. She is living on a beau-

tiful lake in South Carolina and performing as an Artist in Residence for 

the South Carolina's Arts Commission and for South Carolina VSA (arts 

for people with disabilities).  

 

David Kaijala (2009 BA) has moved to South Carolina, where he 

danced for four weeks with Columbia City Ballet. He remains in the 

healthy and vital city of Columbia, taking ballet classes wherever he can 

find them, and “vainly” trying to launch a good professional dance ca-

reer while also trying to pay his bills. 

 

Michelle M. Kaiser (2006 BA) married last year and gave birth to a son 

in May. Though she taught all through her pregnancy (until four days 

before she delivered) and filled in for a few classes over the summer, she 

has decided to spend the rest of this year enjoying her infant. Her hus-

band is in the Marine Corps and they are stationed at Camp Pendleton, 

CA. They love the weather and the 3 block walk to the beach! 

 

Graham Kurtz (2004 BFA Music Theatre) has been living in New 

York City for 3 years doing various acting/modeling/dancing gigs. He 

joined SAG and has worked on a lot of films and TV shows. The coolest 

thing he has done was "The Microwave" dance on Episode 2: "Into the 

Crevasse" on the most recent season of 30 ROCK. He has been audition-

ing through a few different agencies as well as finding his own work. 

Graham says, “Here's to the next decade!” 

 

Erin Lamont  (2002 BA) has been working nonstop in the industry 

since leaving WMU! One of the highlights of this year was being nomi-

nated by Capezio and Dance Magazine (watch a video at: http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMgq32c3qQ) as one of the top ten cho-

reographers in the country. Her current bookings include: Dancing in the 

upcoming Warner Brothers Film "The Lonely Dog" directed by Avika 

Goldsman (A Beautiful Mind, Mr. & Mrs. Smith, The Da Vinci Code), 

and being a featured dancer in a Nuskin industrial that worked at the 

Nokia Theatre in downtown LA. Erin also produces and directs one of 

L.A’s hottest underground burlesque dance groups – The Lalas.  She 

continues teaching and subbing at the EDGE, and traveling around the 

country doing master classes! Finally, she can’t wait to marry her fiancé 

Jesse, in April 2010 in Manhattan Beach, CA. More details, class chore-

ography, and videos at: http://www.erinlamont.com & 

www.thelalas.com. 

 

Diane Makas (1974 Dance Education) is in year 3 of construction of 

building a performing arts complex with dance studios, black box thea-

tre, TV studios, Mac labs, recording studios, and a small Pilates studio. 

Her daughter Natalie is dancing at Cypress College and is doing very 

well. 

 

Christina Maley (2004 BA) is still dancing with Motus Dance Theatre 

in Indianapolis.  They had a great run of their show, Broken Fragile 

Mind, for the Indy Fringe Festival at the end of August.  It was an ex-

haustive and prop-heavy show, using canes, a giant knitting project, a 

life size picture frame, and dancing in a straight jacket.  She is looking 

forward to her next project for the company, which will use dance to 

paint a picture. She is also busy teaching modern at a local dance studio 

and working as a lighting tech at the Honeywell Center. 

 

 

Jen Mesch (1997 BA Dance, BS Biology) recently moved to Edmonton, 

Alberta in Canada. She is working at a new heart institute in Edmonton 

as an echocardiographer and is making her way into the Edmonton art 

scene with her http://www.dance-conspiracy.org. She continues to col-

laborate with live musicians and various types of artists, including a 

project she's working on with Scott Smallwood involving light, move-

ment, and photosensitive instruments he is building.  

 

Jill Pachla Moehle (1996 BBA in Accounting, Dance minor) and her 

husband Jeff welcomed their second child named Nicolaus Salvatore on 

Above: Christina Maley in Broken Fragile Mind. She is seated. 

Above: Erin Lamont 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMgq32c3qQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRMgq32c3qQ
http://www.erinlamont.com
http://www.thelalas.com
http://www.dance-conspiracy.org
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August 19th, 2009. Their oldest son, Benjamin, is now 3 years old.  

 

Kristi Mountz (2009 BA) is currently in Orlando, FL and was offered 

the opportunity to be on-com (on headset) with the stage manager for 

Cirque du Soleil's show in September. She is rather relentlessly pursuing 

opportunities with Cirque, and with Aerial Angels.  

 

Katina Childs Mueller (1996 BFA) and her husband Otto welcomed a 

daughter, Dylan Kate, who weighed 8 lbs 14 oz and was 21" long. 

 

Meredith (Hall-Barlow) Nelson (1993 BFA) is knee deep in stay-at-

home mommyhood and loving it. Her children are now 7, 5, and 2 years 

old. But dance is never far away: she is currently teaching a Worship 

Dance class and just taught a Master Class (modern) to a group of pre-

professional students.  Last week her 2 year-old son asked his sister’s 

ballet instructor, "...can you teach ME to dance too?"  So be on the look 

out for another male dancer! 

 

Mandi L. Neubecker (1995 BA) is still living in Brooklyn, NY manag-

ing The Fitness Guru, home of her own fusion group fitness class, Pi-

lates Mandi (think trampolines, Pilates and strength training: 

www.fitnessgurunyc.com). She is also teaching a Pilates machine certi-

fication and a new class entitled, "Move Sucka", a cardio-dance class 

combining Modern, jazz, hip-hop and ballet styles with a killer playlist. 

She is dancing and choreographing again while burning 600 calories in 

an hour!   

 

Jackie Nowicki (2008 BFA Dance) is a personal trainer, dance teacher, 

and Senior Citizen Advisor at the New York Sports Club in Astoria, 

Queens and a work study student at Steps On Broadway. She has danced 

in numerous festivals including: The DUMBO dance festival, Hatch and 

Hatched sponsored by Jennifer Muller, and the NuDance Festival with 

alumna Erin Malley's company Malleable Dance Theater.  She has also 

been involved in a few theater dance projects including a full dance 

production called "Something Stolen... Well Borrowed" at the Henry 

Street Settlement Theater. She is dancing for French contemporary cho-

reographer Brice Mousset, and performing a site specific work for Mark 

Dendy at the 92nd Street Y's 75th Anniversary Gala Concert. As a cho-

reographer, she has taught throughout the city in school enrichment 

programs, classes at different sports clubs, and choreographed a piece 

for a benefit concert held at the Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital in 

Manhattan. 

 

Jeni (TerMeer) Opel (1995 BA) is working at Stryker Corporation as a 

Benefits Representative. On the side she is creating dance pieces for 

local church and youth groups, and taking classes in Hip Hop to stay in 

shape. She is still living in Kalamazoo area. 

 

Edgar Page (2007 BA) is now dancing with Cleo Parker Robinson in 

Denver, CO. Edgar's first tour with the company was in Las Vegas.  He 

was able to work with choreographer Donald McKayle and enjoyed the 

experience immensely. 

 

Kim (Charron) Pinkston (1994 BS) has been a guest teacher in the 

WMU Dance Department Senior Seminar class for the past few years, 

speaking on Dance/Movement Therapy as a career option. For the past 2 

years she has presented at the Illinois Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse 

Professional Certification Association Spring Conference and is plan-

ning to co-present at next year’s spring conference with her husband 

Don on supervision of students in the counseling and dance/movement 

therapy field. In July she was awarded the Site Supervisors Recognition 

Award from Columbia College Chicago for her 10 years of work super-

vising students from the Dance/Movement Therapy and Counseling 

Department at her work site. Her husband Don and boys Donnie (6) and 

Stephen (3) are doing well. She continues to enjoy dancing, teaching, 

and choreographing for a local studio. 

 

Lonnie Poupard, Jr. (2009 BA Dance) has danced with Dendy Dance 

Theater at the Lincoln Center Out of Doors Festival 2009, New York 

City Center's Fall For Dance Festival 2009, and the 92nd St Y's 75th 

Anniversary Gala (site-specific). He was Mark Dendy's assistant at the 

American Dance Festival in the summer of 2009 where he premiered 2 

new site-specific works. He has also been an artist in residence with 

Dendy’s company at The Yard on Martha's Vineyard. He is currently 

touring with the International Motorcycle Show as a dancer/model for 

the company.  Check out a picture from the site-specific performance at 

the Durham Performing Arts Center before Shen Wei Dance Arts world 

premiere at the American Dance Festival: http://

blogs.newsobserver.com/multi/adf-opens-2009-season 

 

Noel Powers (2006 BFA) is in her 4th year performing with Inaside 

Chicago Dance.  She also teaches and assists with a youth dance com-

pany in the Chicago suburbs.  The most exciting news is that she re-

cently became engaged!  The wedding will be in the fall of 2010. 

 

Amy Pronovost (1998 BA Dance and English) is living in Waterford, 

MI and has been the Ballet Director for Dance Dynamics Performing 

Arts Center since 2000. One of her current students is "Baby John" in 

West Side Story on Broadway. A student of hers has a full scholarship to 

NYCB summer intensive; another is a recent graduate of Julliard. Her 

students have received scholarships to dance programs including: ABT, 

PNB, Ballet Austin, Ballet Washington, Houston Ballet, Julliard, Alvin 

Ailey, Atlanta Ballet, and Joffrey summer programs. She is a Stott Pi-

lates Instructor Trainer and certified Gyrotonic Instructor at Equilibrium 

in Bloomfield Hills and is married to Jason Benedict, 1998 graduate of 

WMU. 

 

Sarah Rabbers (2009 BFA Dance, minor in Communications) has been 

teaching hip hop, ballet, gymnastics, and a special recreation class for 

mentally/physically handicapped adults in Chicago since September at 

Memorial Park District. She taught contemporary, jazz, and modern 

dance at her mom's Dance Arts' summer intensive in August. They hired 

current dance major Carolyn Pampalone, alumnus Matt Pospeshil, as 

well as Eugene Peabody & Kim Bleich from Dance Works Chicago. 

Sarah danced with USA Ballet in Bloomington, IL touring in Arkansas 

for two weeks in November! 

 

Lori Roof Racine (1991 BA) went back to school and earned a Master's 

degree in elementary education a couple of years ago and is now a 1st 

grade teacher. She lives just outside of St. Louis, Missouri with her 

daughter, and husband of 18 years. Lori teaches dance to grade levels K-

8 as part of the physical education program and she choreographs school 

productions. She also teaches PSR at her church and works as a part-

time manager for her husband's company. 

 

Jeanette (Mueller) Ruthven (1995 BA) is in her 15th year of teaching 

mathematics and theatre at Caledonia High School in Caledonia, MI.  

She continues to choreograph musicals and other special events for the 

high school and the Caledonia Community Players, as well as teach a 

week long Hip-Hop Dance Interim every February.  This October she 

attended a "Sweat Your Prayers" dance class (Gabrielle Roth and The 

Moving Center, www.gabrielleroth.com) while visiting New York and is 

interested in bringing this type of movement meditation to West Michi-

gan.  If interested, please email ruthven.jeanette@gmail.com. 

http://www.fitnessgurunyc.com
http://blogs.newsobserver.com/multi/adf-opens-2009-season
http://blogs.newsobserver.com/multi/adf-opens-2009-season
http://www.gabrielleroth.com
mailto:ruthven.jeanette@gmail.com


Ryan Schmidt (2007 BFA) was cast by Mitzi Adams in “An Evening of 

Sharing: A Year Gone By” which consisted of 6 dances and a cutting-

edge documentary. Adams Company Dance produced the show in Au-

gust 2009 at the Ailey Citigroup Theater in New York City. Faculty 

member Megan Slayter served as the lighting designer for the concert. 

 

Sylvia Schourek (2007 BA) is currently living in Minneapolis, MN and 

teaching at a young, fast-growing studio called Inspiration Dance Acad-

emy. She also just started taking classes at Zenon Dance.  

 

Susie Thiel (2001 BFA) has been dancing, performing and teaching in 

New York City, and touring throughout the US as a performer, choreog-

rapher and teacher.  She attended the Institute for Integrative Nutrition 

and has worked with dancers and holistic nutrition through private and 

group sessions as well as seminars. She is currently working on her 

MFA in dance at The University of Michigan.  Visit her at 

www.susiethiel.com. 

 

Gina (Neubauer) Thompson (2002 BA English, Minor in Dance & 

World Literature) is proud to announce that her Detroit area dance stu-

dio, Neu Wixom Dance Academy, is celebrating its 4th year in busi-

ness! (www.wixomdance.com)  She resides in Livonia, Michigan with 

her husband, Chris Thompson, who also graduated from WMU.  They 

have been married for over two years and they are hoping to have a little 

Thompson soon. 

 

Stephanie Alger Volz (1992 BS) is a full-time mom and part-time 

banker in Traverse City.  She satisfies her creative side by baking and 

decorating cakes (www.sweetmemoriesbystephanie.blogspot.com).  She 

has been married to Scott for 14 years and they have two children, Jacob 

(9) and Mackenzie (5). Jacob trains hard in Tae Kwon Do and is a blue 

belt.  Mackenzie started ballet this fall at WMU alum Tom Morrell's 

Ballet Etc. and she loves it! 

 

Tom Welsh (1975 Dance minor, Psychology major) is on the dance 

faculty at Florida State University where he teaches Dance Conditioning, 

Kinesiology, Teaching Methods, Pilates Reformer techniques, and the 

Science of Dance Training.  He is the author of a new textbook Condi-

tioning for Dancers http://www.upf.com/book.asp?id=WELSH001, is on 

the editorial board of the Journal of Dance Medicine & Science, and has 

been elected president of the International Association for Dance Medi-

cine & Science http://www.iadms.org/. 

 

Brent Whitney, a WMU dance major for 3 years before going to Mil-

waukee Ballet, moved back to NYC and is starting an intense massage 

therapy program at the Swedish Institute in New York City. Unfortu-

nately Ballet NY had to cancel their season, but he will be performing 

with them in the spring at the Ailey Theater.  A tentative upcoming pro-

ject is a documentary/arts presentation with New York Theater Ballet.  

This is being produced by Marque Entertainment and is projected to be 

in 600 independent theaters next year.  It will include a shortened Sleep-

ing Beauty, Cinderella, and a “really great” contemporary piece by 

Mathew Neenan (director of ballet x in Philadelphia).) Brent is also go-

ing to start some new choreography this year and get a good video to-

gether.  He has about 20 Nutcrackers lined up and some other guest 

dancing.  For the most part he is trying to stay in the City until he gets 

his massage license.    

 

Kathy Williams (1981 BS Dance Education, minor in Communications) 

is happily teaching as part-time faculty member for the WMU Dance 

Dept. The “Experiencing Dance” class is filled with dance minors, and 

general education students getting "a salad bar" taste of dance through 

videos, readings, lectures and studio experiences in  African dance, folk 

dance, Middle Eastern dance, Capoeira, Modern, Jazz, Social, Tap, Mu-

sical Theatre and Hip Hop! The "Roots of Jazz" class for dance majors 

and MTPs covers dance forms that contributed to jazz dance as we know 

it, such as the waltz, foxtrot, tango, etc. She choreographed the Kalama-

zoo Civic season opener "Fiddler on the Roof" reconstructing the origi-

nal Jerome Robbins choreography with a few Kathy Williams tweaks, 

and opened the Michigan premiere of the new "White Christmas" musi-

cal at Portage Northern High School: “big budget, big set, tons of beauti-

ful costumes, tons of dancing, great dancers.” She was a Judge for the 

"Dancing with the WMU/Kazoo Stars" Fundraiser at Miller Auditorium 

along with radio personality Lori Moore and artist-in-residency Willy 

Shives, of the Joffrey Ballet. When occasionally at home she enjoys 

reading and scrapbooking. 

 

Lisa (LaMarre) Wilmot (2005 BA) (LisaLaMarre.webs.com) is in her 

5th season dancing with www.DetroitDanceCollective.org. She serves as 

the company's Education Director doing outreach to bring the art of 

dance to schools and students of all ages. Lisa also dances for 

“stbdance,” where she and director Shawn T. Bible co-choreographed a 

duet titled Day 3 (see photographs) in April 2009. This past year Lisa 

used dance as a form of therapy and enjoyment for youth and teens who 

were emotionally impaired, autistic, physically impaired, and otherwise 

impaired through VSA of Michigan, an organization dedicated to bring-

ing the arts into the lives of those with disabilities. This June she will 

travel to Washington DC to do a presentation at the 2010 International 

VSA arts Festival (www.vsarts.org). 

 

Angie (Wieland) Yetzke (1994 BA) is the co-founder and co-artistic 

director of Dance In The Annex (DITA), a venue for hosting monthly 

contemporary master classes in Grand Rapids, MI. She is also teaching 

contemporary and jazz at Hope College in Holland, MI and choreo-

graphing for their annual faculty concert this spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have news, let us know… 

We’d love to hear from you! 

Nina.Nelson@wmich.edu 

Jane.Baas@wmich.edu 
 

Lisa (LaMarre) Wilmot  and Shawn T. Bible in duet titled Day 3 

http://www.susiethiel.com
http://www.wixomdance.com
http://www.sweetmemoriesbystephanie.blogspot.com
http://www.upf.com/book.asp?id=WELSH001
http://www.iadms.org/
http://LisaLaMarre.webs.com
http://www.DetroitDanceCollective.org
http://www.vsarts.org
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WMU DANCERS STEP UP  

CHICAGO CONNECTION WITH 

TWO PERFORMANCES 

Dance students at Western Michigan University stepped into a big spot-

light on Thursday, Nov. 5, in Chicago.  The Department of Dance's per-

formance ensemble, the Western Dance Project (WDP), was selected to 

perform in the Dance Chicago Festival 2009 15th Anniversary Spectacu-

lar. The troupe hit the stage in the festival's New Moves B lineup, per-

forming Yes, and . . ., created by Chicago choreographer, Autumn Eck-

man.   The performance took place in the Theatre Building Chicago. 

Due to the success of this performance, Western Dance Project was in-

vited to return to Chicago to perform in the December 12 “The Grand 

Finale” concert that features dances considered to “best of festival.”  The 

December performance is in Evanston, IL at The Music Institute of Chi-

cago in the Nichols Concert Hall.   

"This is a wonderful opportunity for the dancers, the department, the col-

lege and University.  It also demonstrates the high level of talent here at 

Western." says David Curwen, Associate Professor of Dance and the en-

semble's director.   

WMU DEPARTMENT OF DANCE  

FACULTY MEMBER CAROLYN PAV-

LIK PUBLISHES BOOK TITLED SITE 

DANCE: CHOREOGRAPHERS AND 

THE LURE OF ALTERNATIVE SPACES 

 

WMU Associate Professor of Dance Carolyn Pavlik has recently co

-edited the book titled Site Dance: Choreographers and the Lure of 

Alternative Spaces with Melanie Kloetzel of the University of Cal-

gary. Site Dance is the first anthology to examine dance perform-

ances specifically designed to take place outside of the concert hall. 

Kloetzel and Pavlik explore the 

work choreographers create for 

nontraditional performance 

spaces and the thinking behind 

their creative choices. Combin-

ing interviews with and essays 

by some of the most prominent 

and influential practitioners of 

site dance, Kloetzel and Pavlik 

raise crucial questions about the 

site-specific dance genre and 

provide a portrait of an increas-

ingly relevant cultural practice. 

The close examinations of the 

work of site dance artists offer 

important insights into what 

motivates some choreographers 

to leave the theater and em-

brace the challenges of uncon-

ventional venues. 

 

Site Dance also includes more than eighty photographs of site-

specific performances, revealing how the arts, and movement in 

particular, can speak to our everyday lives and the relationship we 

have with our environments. These engaging images in conjunction 

with the choreographers’ insights allow scholars and practitioners to 

delve deeper into issues of performance and place. Celebrating the 

often unexpected beauty and juxtapositions created by site dance, 

these timely essays and interviews reveal how choreographers and 

performers can change our experience of the world on step at a 

time.  The book is published by the University Press of Florida. 

 

Pavlik has been a member of the dance faculty since 2004 and 

teaches courses in modern dance technique, choreography, and 

dance conditioning.  Her choreography has been recognized for 

excellence by the American College Dance Festival Association 

and her dance nothing was left but white fragments won the 2008 

Maggie Allessee New Choreography Award.  Her dance videos 

endless buttonings and Lady-boy have been screened throughout the 

world and earned the 2004-2005 Austin Critics Table Awards.  

Prior to joining the WMU faculty Pavlik performed with Sharir + 

Bustamante DanceWorks in Austin, TX. 

 

Purchase Site Dance from the University Press of Florida (http://

upf.com/book.asp?id=KLOET001) or from Amazon.com. 

Above: Western Dance Project performing Yes, and …, created by      

Autumn Eckman 

Above: Choreographer Autumn Eckman (center), David Curwen, and 

some members of  the Western Dance Project after WDP’s performance at 

Dance Chicago on November 5.  

http://upf.com/book.asp?id=KLOET001
http://upf.com/book.asp?id=KLOET001
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DANCING WITH THE 

WMU/KAZOO STARS 

SCHOLARSHIP  

FUNDRAISING EVENT 

Western Michigan University’s Department of Dance and Partners in 

Dance hosted a scholarship fundraiser “Dancing with the WMU/Kazoo 

Stars” on Friday, October 30, 2009 at 8:00 pm on the Miller Auditorium 

Stage at Western Michigan University. 

 

The event featured local ce-

lebrities who performed ball-

room dances as they vied for 

the top prize of the evening.  

Celebrity competitors in-

cluded WMU Provost and 

Vice President for Academic 

Affairs Tim Greene; Kalama-

zoo Symphony Orchestra 

Music Director Raymond 

Harvey; WMU Men’s Basket-

ball Head Coach Steve Haw-

kins; attorney, urban real es-

tate developer and restauran-

teur Tom Huff; State Repre-

sentative of the 60th House 

District Robert Jones; com-

munity volunteers Judy 

Jolliffe and Patti Huiskamp; 

and retired probate judge 

Carolyn Williams.  Radio 

personality Lori Moore served 

as one of the judges. Other 

judges included Willy Shives, 

Ballet Master of The Joffrey 

Ballet, and Kathryn Williams, musical theatre choreographer and WMU 

faculty member.  Kalamazoo Mayor Bobby Hopewell and his partner 

repeated their 2008 prize-winning dance. 

Each celebrity dancer was paired with a WMU dance student or faculty 

member who was his/her competition partner.  Choreographers Tony 

Calucci and Kirsten Harvey created a unique ballroom routine for each 

couple.  Mr. Calucci has served as a coach for the “Dancing with the 

Stars” TV show and was a member of the Department of Dance faculty.  

Kirsten teaches jazz and music theatre at WMU. 

This year’s grand prize winners were Patti Huiskamp and dance major 

partner Tajh Stallworth.  

WMU Men's Basket-

ball Coach Steve Haw-

kins and his student 

partner Kelly Kakaley 

won second place.  The 

third place winners 

were Kalamazoo entre-

preneur Tom Huff and 

his student partner 

Sarah Milosch. 

The evening also in-

cluded live music, 

dance instruction, 

dance entertainment, 

and a ballroom exhibi-

tion.  Over 200 people 

attended the event 

which raised nearly 

$12,000 for scholar-

ships.  $5,500 of the 

scholarship earnings 

were awarded to dance 

majors for the 2010-

2011 academic year.  The remainder of the proceeds was added to the 

Partners in Dance Endowed Scholarship Fund that was established after 

the last year’s event. 

Above: Tom Huff and Sarah Milosch 

Above: Steve Hawkins and Kelly Kakaley 

Above: Audience and judges cheer. 

Above: Patti Huiskamp and Tajh Stallworth and their winning dance 
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WMU’s College of Fine Arts hosted an alumni 

reception at the Sidebar Grille in Chicago on 

the afternoon of November 1.  Alumni from 

Chicago and CFA faculty, emeriti and staff 

gathered to celebrate and honor Outstanding 

Alumni in art, dance, music and theatre and to 

reconnect with each other.  Nina Nelson, Jane 

Baas, Wendy Cornish and Clara Gamble repre-

sented the Department of Dance at the event. 

 

The Department of Dance selected Hollis M. 

Johnson to receive its Outstanding Alumna 

Award.  Hollis earned two degrees from WMU:  

a B.S. in Dance Education and an M.A. in 

Dance.  While at WMU Hollis was a member 

of University Dancers throughout her under-

graduate career, completing her student teach-

ing at the International School of Geneva, Swit-

zerland.  As a graduate student with a teaching 

assistantship she was a member of Tour Com-

pany and through her connections in Europe the 

company made its debut European performance 

in Brussels, Belgium.  In addition to her work 

in modern dance, Hollis choreographed a num-

ber of musical theatre productions - in Geneva 

and in Kalamazoo at both the Civic Theatre and 

Kalamazoo College. 

Upon receiving her M.A. she went to NYC to 

study with Erick Hawkins where she met Haw-

kins company member Cori Terry with whom 

she began The Wellspring Dance Collaborative 

in Kalamazoo.  While performing and teaching 

at Wellspring, Hollis also taught at WMU and 

Olivet College.  From Kalamazoo she went to 

the U.S. Virgin Islands where she performed at 

the Ballet Theatre of the Virgin Islands with 

Derrick Evans and introduced him to WMU.  

She received her MFA from the University of 

Illinois during which time she spent 5 weeks 

during the summer teaching a workshop, setting 

her work and performing two concerts with 

WMU student Morella Petrozzi in Lima, Peru. 

After earning her MFA, Hollis spent a year 

teaching at the University of North Texas and 

performing with Contemporary Dance Fort 

Worth.  From Texas she moved back to Chi-

cago where she continued to choreograph and 

perform as an independent and taught at Co-

lumbia College and Rockford College.  In 2000 

she returned to WMU to set “Once Upon  A 

Ground” on the WMU Repertory Dance Com-

pany, which company director Lindsey Thomas 

later took to a dance festival in Prague, Czech 

Republic.  In recent years Hollis has taken all of 

her theater, dance, teaching, choreographing 

and performing experience into the area of live 

event production. 

According to Johnson, these disciplines have 

given her a solid basis in the area of creative 

communication, as well as project and people 

management. She has successfully produced 

and stage managed large and small corporate 

events in Europe, Australia, Japan and the USA 

for a variety of clients. 

D E P A R T M E N T  N E W S  

Above: Nina Nelson, Clara Gamble, Hollis 

Johnson, Jane Baas, and Wendy Cornish at the 

CFA Alumni Reception. 

Above: Hollis Johnson receives the WMU  

Department of Dance Outstanding  

Alumni Award.  

Record Numbers Audition  

for Department 

So far this year more than 120 prospective 

students have auditioned for entrance to the 

WMU dance major program.   Seven stu-

dents have already reserved their spots as 

dance majors starting Fall 2010.  More than 

$38,000 was awarded in scholarships to cur-

rent and incoming students for 2010-11. 

 

Orchesis Dance Society Helps Others 

For the second year in a row, Orchesis 

Dance Society has “adopted” a family from 

the local Head Start program.   Orchesis will 

purchase holiday gifts for the family. 

 

 

 

 

Students from Stevensville Spend a Day in 

the Department 

On November 4, fifteen students from Lake-

shore High School in Stevensville, MI spent 

a day in the Department of Dance.  While 

here they participated in modern and ballet 

technique classes.  Professor Jane Baas also 

hosted a Q & A session with the group. 

 

Carousel 

Assistant Professor Kirsten Harvey choreo-

graphed the music theatre production Carou-

sel that had performances in November. 

 

 

 

Orchesis Dance Concert  

The Orchesis Dance Concert was once again 

a big success, with six sold-out performances 

in Dance Studio B.   The program featured 

eight dances choreographed and performed 

by Department of Dance students. 

COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS HOSTS ALUMNI EVENT IN CHICAGO, 

HOLLIS JOHNSON RECIPIENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DANCE 

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD 

THIS AND THAT  

Above: Current WMU dance major Lauren Van 
Gheluwe’s Orchesis dance entitled Stop On A 

Dime. Photo by Russ and Linda Garcia.  
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WINTER GALA DANCE CONCERT 
D. Terry Williams Theatre, Gilmore Theatre Complex 

Friday – Saturday, February 4, 5, & 6 at 8:00 

Saturday and Sunday, February 6 & 7 at 2:00 p.m. 

Tickets:  Gilmore Ticket Office 269-387-6222 

 
This year’s Winter Gala Dance Concert will feature “Great Works” 

by choreographers Gerald Arpino and Harrison McEldowney.  

“Birthday Variations,” choreographed by Mr. Arpino, is for five 

women and one man and is set to music of Giuseppe Verdi.  Mr. 

Arpino  was a co-founder of The Joffrey Ballet.  According to Anna 

Kisselgoff of The New York Times, “Birthday Variations, set to some 

of Verdi’s infectious opera-ballet music, is a sparkling showcase of 

classical dancing…nuanced – containing a central adagio for a man 

and a woman embodying a mature extension of ballet’s classical 

idiom. It is a delight…The ballet is a divertissement, structured to 

give five women and a man each a solo or variation. The opening 

ensemble, however, is mistily romantic in Thomas Skelton’s setting. 

Stanley Simmons gives the women Romantic tulle tutus and chokers 

a la Maria Taglioni…each variation shows off fast footwork in the 

classical style.”  Willy Shives, Ballet Master at The Joffrey Ballet 

was in residence at WMU during the last week of October to stage 

the ballet.  While at WMU, Mr. Shives also taught ballet technique 

and partnering classes, visited with the senior seminar class, con-

ducted a rehearsal open to the public, and served as a judge for the 

Dancing with the WMU/Kazoo Stars scholarship fundraising event. 

 

Whitney Moncrief is staging Harrison McEl-

downey’s “Dance Sport.”  Mr. McEldowney 

is known for his theatrical work, for the 1992 

Summer Olympics and for Carnegie Hall’s 

"Give My Regards to Broadway: A Salute to 

125 Years of Musical Theater.” He choreo-

graphed the 35th Anniversary Tour of Ameri-

can Bandstand and choreographed and di-

rected the Australian Tour of “More Dirty 

Dancing.”   McEldowney has worked with the 

Hubbard Street Dance Company of Chicago, 

River North Chicago Dance Company, the 

Civic Ballet of Chicago, Ballet Met 

(Columbus), Louisville Ballet, Chicago 

Shakespeare Repertory, San Antonio Metro-

politan Ballet, Ballet of Texas and Configura-

tions Dance Company . 

 

Mr. McEldowney is also noted for his comic and witty choreogra-

phy, and “Dance Sport” fits into that category.   Dancers in basket-

ball uniforms go through their dance moves as two announcers pro-

vide a running commentary similar to “play by play” coverage of a 

sporting event.   

 

The concert will also feature new ballets by Sharon Garber and 

David Curwen, a new modern work by Carolyn Pavlik, and a jazz 

dance by first-year jazz/music theatre faculty Kirsten Harvey.  

Dances by student choreographers Angela Guerro and Michael 

McDonald will be featured in the concert as well. 
 

SUPPORT THE DEPARTMENT  

OF DANCE 
 

If you have donated to the Department of Dance and/or Partners in 

Dance this year, we thank you for your support.  If you haven’t, we 

ask that you consider making a donation.  Your support helps fund 

scholarships and important projects that directly affect our students, 

faculty and audiences. 

 

You can designate your gift to go to a specific fund or it can go into 

the department’s Gifts Fund to support a variety of departmental pro-

jects.   Some of these funds and endowments are: 

 

Department of Dance Gifts 

Partners in Dance 

Partners in Dance Endowed Scholarship Endowment Fund 

Great Works Dance Project Endowment Fund 

Jerre Locke James Ballet Endowment Fund 

Lindsey Canfield Thomas Jazz Dance Enrichment Endowment Fund 

The G. Eugene Mills Scholarship for Excellence in Ballet  

Endowment Fund 

Jean Warner Labelle Endowed Dance Scholarship  

Wendy L. Cornish Endowed Dance Scholarship  

Ethel Perry Eaton Endowed Dance Scholarship  

Arthur E. and Martha S. Hearron Student-Faculty Enrichment and 

Student Scholarship Endowment for Dance  

 

You may send your contribution to: 

Department of Dance 

Western Michigan University 

1903 W. Michigan Ave. 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5417 

 

If you wish your contribution to go to a specific fund, please indicate 

the fund in the “notes” section of your check.  If you would like to 

make a contribution with a credit card, please call us at 269-387-

5830. 

 

 

Great Work  

Choreographer  

Harrison  

McEldowney 

“ E L E V A T I N G  T H E  H U M A N  

C O N D I T I O N  T H R O U G H  

T H E  A R T S ”  



Department of Dance  

College of Fine Arts 

1903 W Michigan Avenue 

Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5417 

Phone: 269-387-5830 

Fax: 269-387-5820 

www.wmich.edu/dance 

ances, and special Department 

of Dance mailings. Your mem-

bership in Partners in Dance 

will help us keep the art of 

dance healthy and strong. We 

invite you to join us in sup-

porting dance by becoming a 

member or renewing your 

membership for the 2009-2010 

season.  

 

To join Partners in Dance 

please call 269-387-5830 

Partners in Dance is Western 

Michigan University’s support 

organization dedicated to pro-

moting greater awareness of 

dance and providing critically 

needed financial support for 

the special needs of WMU’s 

Department of Dance, includ-

ing scholarships, visiting art-

ists’ residencies, and the Great 

Works Dance Project. Mem-

bership levels begin at $35 for 

an individual and offer many 

worthwhile privileges, includ-

ing discounts on tickets for 

Department of Dance concerts, 

opportunities for field trips to 

professional dance perform-

 

PARTNERS IN DANCE 

“ E L E V A T I N G  T H E  H U M A N  

C O N D I T I O N  T H R O U G H  

T H E  A R T S ”  

WMU Department of Dance 

Faculty/Staff 2009-2010 
 

Ann Armbruster, Graduate Assistant 

Jane Baas, Professor 

Amanda Cooke, Part-time Instructor 

Wendy Cornish, Professor Emerita 

David Curwen, Associate Professor 

Clara Gamble, Professor Emerita 

Sharon Garber, Associate Professor 

Dorothy Giovannini, Ballet Accompanist Coordinator 

John C. Griffin, Part-time Instructor 

Kirsten Harvey, Assistant Professor 

Julie Kellogg, Office Coordinator 

Helen Lukan, Ballet Accompanist 

Nikol Mejeur, Part-time Instructor 

Jeff Moehle, Modern/Jazz Accompanist Coordinator 

Whitney Moncrief, Part-time Instructor and Guest Artist 

Nina Nelson, Professor and Chair 

Debra Norton, Part-time Instructor 

Carolyn Pavlik, Associate Professor 

Patricia Plasko, Education for the Arts 

Megan Slayter, Assistant Professor 

David Smith, Part-time Instructor 

Janet E. Stillwell, Professor Emerita 

Kathryn Williams, Part-time Instructor 

2009-2010 

Western Michigan University  

Department of Dance  

Entrance Audition Dates 

February 19, 2010 

Please recommend your students to us 

 

Be sure to join the Western Michigan University 

Department of Dance group on Facebook: 

I WMU Dance! 


