
 

 

For WMU PA Students and Preceptors 
Holiday 2012 

 
THIRTY-FIVE STUDENTS ON 
ROTATION: Thirty five students began 
rotations on August 27, 2012. Their ages range 
from 23-38 years old. They have been 
employed previously in a variety of professions 
such as pharmacy technicians, surgical 
assistants, phlebotomists, and navy corpsman. 
They look forward to completing rotations 
throughout the US from Michigan to Florida, 
Maine to Washington, and in a good number of 
the Midwestern states.  

EMR Access:  Students now receive 

formal training on Epic prior to the 
beginning of their first rotation. We would 
like to encourage electronic record access 
for all our students. However, students 
should NEVER send electronic prescriptions 
while working under another persons’ 
password. PA students are not licensed 
providers. 
 

ACCREDITATION 

STANDARDS include student  
exposure to patients in the following settings: 

o Outpatient 

o Emergency department 

o Inpatient  

o Operating room 

The urgent care setting does not substitute 

for the Emergency Department. PA students 

may spend some of their training time in the 

urgent care fast track section, but not the 

majority. 

 

 

END of ROTATION EXAMS:  

Students should only be released early from 

rotation for end of rotation exams on the 

following dates: 

September 21, 2012 

January 25, 2013 

May 24, 2013 

must be clearly visible 

at all times while students are on rotation. 

Name tags must be worn. Short white coats 

with a WMU student patch are part of the 

dress code unless preceptors request that 

they be removed for patient comfort. 

Proper attire is discussed with all students 

prior to beginning of rotations. 

 

LEGAL REVIEW:     

Students may save a preceptor time by 
documenting findings of past, family & social 
history as well as review of systems however, 
preceptors must repeat and document HPI, 
relevant PE, and medical decision making.  
Preceptors cannot write “agree with above” or 
“I was present and agree”.  Student 
documentation must be learned but it is not a 
requirement for it to become part of the 
permanent medical record. 

Vital Signs and other Articulations 



  

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Preceptor of the year awards for the 2011-
2012 academic year go to Dr. Brian 
Gendelman of Edgewood Center Pediatrics 
and Jeffry Freeman, PA-C and Jennifer 
Williford, PA-C of Southwest Michigan 
Dermatology. 
Dr. Gendelman and his practice have been a 
dedicated preceptor group for the WMU PA 
program since 2001. Students often 
comment that they consider going into 
pediatrics after completing rotations with 
this practice. 
Jeff and Jen have been precepting for many 
years as well. They are one of the most 
frequently requested rotation electives that 
we offer.  
Thank you to all for their hard work and 
continued commitment to the students in 
WMUs PA Program. We couldn’t do it 
without you! 

      

WMU PA Program 

Reunion, July 19-20, 2013: 

Join us for CME and general 

festivities while catching up 

with your classmates and 

previous educators for the 

program. All proceeds will go 

to student scholarship funds. 
 

Visit Our Website: Check out 

the new section for preceptors on the PA 
program website. You can download 
rotation objectives, evaluation forms, and 
other useful items from: 
http://www.wmich.edu/hhs/pa/  

Preceptors’ Corner: A very useful and efficient way to precept students is to follow “The 

Five Step Micro Skills Model of Clinical Teaching” 

 

 Getting a Commitment   
 Probe for Supportive Evidence  

 Teach General Rules   

 Emphasize What Was Done Correctly 

  

 Correct Mistakes  

The full Micro Skills article can be found in the Journal of the American Board of 
Family Practice. 5:419-424, 1992.  To watch a demonstration go to 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndLbo7sDnKo 
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