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Information and Course Descriptions 
 

The Lee Honors College reserves the right to add or to delete courses from its offerings and to change the meeting times, 

locations and instructors. We recommend that you verify days, times, room numbers, and buildings of your honors 

courses before attending class. 
 

 
 

 

*****PRIORITY REGISTRATION BEGINS FEBRUARY 10***** 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Offerings 
 

Summer I 
Gen 

Ed CRN Course Title Type Days Time Instructor Location CR 
x 21740 ART 5000 Book Arts in Venice Mixed 

 
May 16 - June 06 Abshear Venice 3 

x *** HNRS 2900 African Cinema in Montreal Honors  April 25 – May 4 
Vincent 
Desroches Montreal 3 

x *** HNRS 2900 

The Texas Tour: A Corporate, Cultural 
and Service Learning Venture Deep in 
the Heart of Texas Honors  April 26 – May 3 Derrick McIver Texas 3 

x *** HNRS 2900 Garbage in Gotham Honors  May 5-6 and 10-17 Sarah Hill Michigan and New York  

x *** HNRS 2900 Understanding Startup Ecosystems Honors  May 12 – 22 John Mueller Texas, Colorado, Illinois 3 

x *** HNRS 2900 Religion in the Midwest Honors  June 2 – 13 Brian Wilson 
Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, 
Illinois 3 

x *** HNRS 3990 Field Experience Honors 
    

3 

x *** HNRS 4950 Individual Study Honors 
    

3 

x *** HNRS 4990 Honors College Thesis Honors 
    

3 

 

*** Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered 

for the class.  You will still be responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

 

Summer II 
Gen 

Ed CRN Course Title Type Days Time Instructor Location CR 
x *** HNRS 3990 Field Experience Honors     3 

x *** HNRS 4950 Individual Study Honors     3 

x *** HNRS 4990 Honors College Thesis Honors     3 

 

*** Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered 

for the class.  You will still be responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

 
The Lee Honors College reserves the right to add or to delete courses from its offerings and to change the meeting times, locations and instructors. We 

recommend that you verify days, times, room numbers, and buildings of your honors courses before attending class. 

 

 

 



Course Descriptions 
Summer I Offerings 

 

ART 5000: Book Arts in Venice $          Jeff Abshear 

21740              3 credit hours 

May 16 – June 06, 2014 

Venice, Italy and the surrounding region have long been known as a center for education, art, and the production of books. During the incunabulum 

period of book printing Venice, because of its economic prosperity, it's relative freedom as an early republic, and its central location on the trade route, 

was a key player in European book publication, being the home of important printers like Nicholas Jenson and Aldus Manutius. The art of Venice, 

including the work of Giorgione, Titian, and Tintoretto, is among the most important of Italian Renaissance art. Some of the oldest universities in Europe 

and the world are located in Venice, Padua, and Verona. In this study abroad program we will visit these locations to see the art, visit historic libraries, 

work in printing and typography studios to create a collaborative project, and learn about the history of book arts in Venice. 

 
HNRS 2900: African Cinema in Montreal***         Vincent Desroches 

   April 25 – May 04          3 credit hours    
*** Note: Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  You will still 

be responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

This course satisfies General Education Area IV: Other Cultures and Civilizations 
Vues d'Afrique, held in Montreal for 27 years, is the largest African Film Festival in North America. A group of WMU students, led by Prof. Vincent 

Desroches, will drive to Montreal and screen films from the large selection available every day from April 26 to May 5th, 2013. Every day, the group will 

meet and explore the cultural, historical and artistic context of movies seen the preceding evening. A written discussion of one particular film will be 

presented by each student. Accommodations in Montreal will be in a Youth Hostel, coed dorm style. Knowledge of French is not required for this trip, but 

useful.  

HNRS 2900:  The Texas Tour: A Corporate, Cultural, and Service Learning Venture Deep in the Heart of Texas*** Derrick McIver 

  April 26 – May 3          3 credit hours   
*** Note: Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  You will still 

be responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 

This course satisfies General Education AreaV : Social and Behavioral Sciences 
This Study in the States course is an excellent opportunity to study business and culture in one of the most interesting, fastest growing and important urban triangles in the 

United States. The trip includes visits to San Antonio, Austin, and Houston. Students will have the opportunity to develop an understanding of Texas Culture  as they 

explore Texas communities as well as visit different organizations and groups working to foster economic development including organizations in the energy and 

technology industries. The course will also include service learning and personnel development components as students will have the chance to participate in several 

service learning projects for the benefit of different community organizations in Texas which will help them understand themselves, teams and teamwork while being 

exposed to many of the challenges in urban areas in Texas. This course provides students the opportunity to think critically regarding economic development, business 

issues, history and social life in Texas.  

 
 

 

 

 



HNRS 2900: Garbage in Gotham***          Sarah Hill 

  May 5-6 and 10-17          3 credit hours 

*** Note: Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  You will still be 

responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 
This course satisfies General Education Area VII: Natural Science and Technology: Applications and Implications 

New York City offers a fascinating glimpse of ecological mess and ingenuity: much of its transportation infrastructure (bridges, parkways and airports) 

sits atop land made from garbage.   In this week long urban adventure to unearth the history of New York’s garbage, we will visit Freshkills, the world’s 

largest landfill, comb the beach at Dead Horse Bay for early 20th century bottles, meet Sanitation Department workers (maybe ride along on a truck), see 

the cleanup and aftermath of Super Storm Sandy, look at historical maps and records in the New York Public Library, and get the cook’s garbage tour of 

the city.  

 
HNRS 2900: Understanding Startup Ecosystems***        John Mueller 

May 12 -22            3 credit hours 

*** Note: Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  You will still be 

responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 
This course satisfies General Education AreaV : Social and Behavioral Sciences 

Learn AND experience what cities are doing to foster startups in their environment, and compare those environments with Kalamazoo’s 

startup scene.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with exposure to ecosystems that have allowed high technology startup 

companies (new firms) to thrive in recent decades.  This is accomplished by traveling to various cities in the USA: Austin, Boulder, and 

Chicago.  During the trip, students will be able to engage with individuals in various organizations that have fostered a culture that allows 

entrepreneurial and innovative activities to happen.  We will meet with entrepreneurs (founders of startups), employees of startups, 

investors in startups (venture capitalists, angel investors), as well as owners of and administrators in accelerators, incubators, and 

government agencies.  By meeting the people and experiencing the environment in Austin, Boulder, and Chicago, as well as experiencing 

the culture in each of the other entities visited, students will be able to have a better understanding of what makes startup ecosystems thrive.  

In addition, students will be able to compare the startup ecosystems they visit with Kalamazoo’s startup ecosystem.

 
HNRS 2900: Religion in the Midwest***         Brian Wilson  

 June 2-13            3 credit hours 

*** Note: Because the cost of this trip is covered by the LHC, the Study in the States application must be submitted in order to be considered for the class.  You will still be 

responsible for the tuition of the course. You’ll find the application on the LHC website. 
This course satisfies General Education Area III: The United States: Cultures and Issues 

The goal of this Summer Study Tour is to introduce students to the unique religious history of the Midwest from the pre-colonial era to the 

present. Over the course of twelve days, we will visit eleven different sites in four states (Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois), including the 

Mosque of America, the Kirtland Mormon Temple, the Creation Museum, Serpent Mound State Park, and the Wilmette Baha’i Temple. 

 
HNRS 3990: Field Experience Practicum         3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College. 

 



HNRS 4950: Individual Study          3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College.

HNRS 4990: Honors College Thesis          3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College. 

 
    

 

Summer II Offerings 
 

 

HNRS 3990: Field Experience Practicum         3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College.

HNRS 4950: Individual Study          3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it in to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College.

HNRS 4990: Honors College Thesis          3 credit hours 

For course registration, complete the Agreement Form available on the LHC website and turn it to your academic advisor at the Lee Honors College

 
 

WMU Summer I & II Study Abroad Programs 
Please go to the International Studies website at http://www.wmich.edu/studyabroad for information on any additional courses that may be available. 

 

http://www.wmich.edu/studyabroad

