
 

 
Academic Advising Office 

College of Arts and Sciences 
 
       September 10, 2014 
 
Dr. Don Straube 
School of Interdisciplinary Health Programs 
College of Health and Human Services 
Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5243 
 
Dear Dr. Straube: 
 
After discussing with you the possibility of a Doctorate in Physical Therapy program being developed at 
WMU, I am happy to provide my own personal support for such and endeavor.  Here is some 
information that may be helpful in moving the process forward. 
 
In any given year, WMU has at least 24 declared students (at all levels of UG education) seeking 
entrance into DPT programs.  More than half of those students tend to fall in the College of Arts and 
Sciences (generally, they are Biomedical Sciences majors) but a majority of the rest of the students are 
from the College of Education and Human Development (mainly from the Exercise Science major).  
Having only instituted the Pre-Physical Therapy attribute to Banner coding in 2012, I’m not convinced 
all the students interested in the physical therapy field have been coded in our system, so it’s possible 
there are several students who are not accounted for in these numbers. 
 
I feel very comfortable stating that if WMU institutes a Doctorate in Physical Therapy degree, that it is 
likely to significantly increase the numbers of undergraduate students at WMU who will pursue that 
graduate-level degree.  Also speaking from a recruitment standpoint, it would be a fantastic 
undergraduate recruitment tool to have one more health professions graduate program that 
undergraduate students could choose to pursue at WMU once they have completed their Bachelor’s 
degree.   
 
I would like to lend my full and complete personal support to this endeavor…and am happy to provide 
any additional support that I can. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tammi Smith, M.S. 
Assistant Director of Advising (in charge of Recruitment)  
and Coordinating Pre-Health Advisor 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Western Michigan University 
2318 Friedmann Hall 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5309 
Phone: 269-387-4366 
FAX: 269-387-3999 


