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To: Don Straube, Physical Therapy Program Director 

From: Timothy J. Michael, Exercise Science Program Coordinator 

Date: September 18, 2014 

Re: Proposed Doctoral Program in Physical Therapy 

 

Attached is the program guide for the Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science.  Included with 
this (2nd page), note that for the Personal Option Program we have outlined potential electives 
that students can choose based upon their intended career path.  The first career path listed is 
“PT”.  The courses for this are “Checked” for those that most PT programs require and the ones 
that are “Asterisked” are for those that are recommended, but may not be required by some PT 
programs. 

Currently the BS in Exercise Science has approximately 450 majors.  Students who are interested 
in becoming a Physical Therapist and thus pursue the PT option represent approximately 100-
150 students.  Although we do not have records as to how many of these students eventually 
apply to and are accepted to PT programs, there is a definite interest among students as seen by a 
consistent number of students that pursue the “pre-PT” option. 

Given this we are very interested in the fact that WMU has decided to pursue the offering of a 
DPT.  The challenges facing students interested in becoming PTs is that there are few programs 
across the country and they are very few “seats” available compared to the vast number of 
applicants.  Therefore, many students may have the academic record for admission, but there 
simply is no room.  With the addition of a new program this will, in a small way, help with this 
issue. 

Certainly, students in our program that are interested in becoming PTs will be excited to know 
that they could possibly continue her at WMU.   Some of the challenges that students have are 
the fact that they may not be able to take certain classes because they are blocked (Majors only).  
This makes it difficult sometimes to get courses that some PT schools wish to see on the 
transcript.  In addition, there is some confusion on campus as to what program(s) is or are the 
“Pre-PT” programs.  It would be helpful if the colleges/university would help clear this up.  We 
believe strongly that the Exercise Science program is The Pre-PT option on campus. 



	  	  
	  
 

 

One possible avenue to consider is developing a 3+3 program between the Exercise Science 
program and WMU Physical Therapy program.  Slippery Rock University in Pennsylvania 
currently offers such a program. I believe that this would be a first for Michigan and would be an 
exciting opportunity for our students.  In addition, I would offer my help in establishing this type 
of program and to work with the Physical Therapy program director in developing such a 
program as well as a possible dual appointment opportunity in regards to instruction with in the 
PT program. 

In closing, I support the development of a Doctoral Program in Physical Therapy at Western 
Michigan University.  This is an exciting development and I welcome the idea of collaboration 
between our two programs and colleges. 

 

Best of Luck, 

Timothy J. Michael 

Timothy J. Michael, Phd., FACSM, ACSM-CES 

	  


