
 

The Carl and Winifred Lee Honors College 
Study in the States Application 

Summer 2014 
 

Application Deadline for Garbage in Gotham, The Texas Tour, and the African Film Festival is Friday, 
February 14, 2014 

Application Deadline for Startup Ecosystems and Religion in the Midwest is Saturday, March 1, 2014 

 
Complete course descriptions for each Study in the States trip can be found at the bottom of this application. 

 
Please check the trip(s) you are interested in taking.  This form also serves as a scholarship request as the honors college will 
cover the cost (except for tuition) of one trip; additional trips, including tuition, must be paid in full by the student.  
 
 HNRS 2900:  African Film Festival in Montreal, April 25-May 04 
 HNRS 2900:  Understanding Entrepreneurship and Startup Ecosystems, May 12-22 
 HNRS 2900:  The Texas Tour: A Corporate, Cultural, and Service Learning Venture Deep in the Heart of Texas,      
                             April 26 – May 3 
 HNRS 2900:  Garbage in Gotham, May 5 – 6 and May 10 -17 
 HNRS 2900:  Religion in the Midwest, June 2 - 13 

 
Applications must meet the following criteria: 

 Student must be a full-time WMU undergraduate and a member of the Lee Honors College. 

 Student must be in good standing with the University and the Lee Honors College in all areas. 

 Student must include, with this application, a short Interest Statement on why they would like to be 
a part of this Study in the States experience. 

 If you are applying to more than one Study in the States course, please clearly rank your order of 
preference for the trips. 

 If you are applying for the African Film Festival course, please include the following in your 
statement:  

o List the courses you have taken (at WMU or elsewhere) in cinema, regarding Africa or the 
Caribbean and in French.   

o Please be sure to describe the nature of your interest in cinema, Africa or the Caribbean 
and French. 

 
Name         WIN  

  
WMU Email           Cell Phone   

 
Major(s)  

      
Minor(s)  

 
Expected graduation (term and year)  

 
NOTE:  Please submit all paperwork and requested materials accurately and completely in order to facilitate the work 

of the committee and increase your opportunity to be selected for the trip you choose. Incomplete or late applications 
will not receive consideration unless prior arrangements are made with the dean of the honors college, Dr. Carla 
Korestsky. 

Return the completed form to:  
 The Carl and Winifred Lee Honors College 

Western Michigan University 
1903 W. Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI  49008-5244 
 



 

Dr. Vincent Desroches, World Languages & Literatures 

April 25-May 4 

African Film Festival in Montreal 

This course satisfies General Education Area IV: Other Cultures and Civilizations 

Vues d'Afrique, held in Montreal for 27 years, is the largest African Film Festival in North 

America. A group of WMU students, led by Prof. Vincent Desroches, will drive to Montreal and 

screen films from the large selection available every day from April 26 to May 5th, 2013. Every day, 

the group will meet and explore the cultural, historical and artistic context of movies seen the 

preceding evening. A written discussion of one particular film will be presented by each student. 

Accommodations in Montreal will be in a Youth Hostel, coed dorm style. Knowledge of French is 

not required for this trip, but useful. 

 
John Mueller, Management 

May 12-22 

Understanding Entrepreneurship and Startup Ecosystems 

This course satisfies General Education AreaV : Social and Behavioral Sciences 

Learn AND experience what cities are doing to foster startups in their environment, and compare 

those environments with Kalamazoo’s startup scene.  The purpose of this course is to provide 

students with exposure to ecosystems that have allowed high technology startup companies (new 

firms) to thrive in recent decades.  This is accomplished by traveling to various cities in the USA: 

Austin, Boulder, and Chicago.  During the trip, students will be able to engage with individuals in 

various organizations that have fostered a culture that allows entrepreneurial and innovative 

activities to happen.  We will meet with entrepreneurs (founders of startups), employees of 

startups, investors in startups (venture capitalists, angel investors), as well as owners of and 

administrators in accelerators, incubators, and government agencies.  By meeting the people and 

experiencing the environment in Austin, Boulder, and Chicago, as well as experiencing the culture 

in each of the other entities visited, students will be able to have a better understanding of what 

makes startup ecosystems thrive.  In addition, students will be able to compare the startup 

ecosystems they visit with Kalamazoo’s startup ecosystem.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Derrick McIver, Management 

April 26-May 3 

The Texas Tour: A Corporate, Culture, and Service Learning Venture Deep in the Heart of Texas 

This course satisfies General Education AreaV : Social and Behavioral Sciences 

This Study in the States course is an excellent opportunity to study business and culture in one of 

the most interesting, fastest growing and important urban triangles in the United States. The trip 

includes visits to San Antonio, Austin, and Houston. Students will have the opportunity to 

develop an understanding of Texas Culture as they explore Texas communities as well as visit 

different organizations and groups working to foster economic development including 

organizations in the energy and technology industries. The course will also include service 

learning and personnel development components as students will have the chance to participate in 

several service learning projects for the benefit of different community organizations in Texas 

which will help them understand themselves, teams and teamwork while being exposed to many 

of the challenges in urban areas in Texas. This course provides students the opportunity to think 

critically regarding economic development, business issues, history and social life in Texas.  

 
Dr. Sarah Hill, Anthropology & Environmental Studies 

May 5-6 and 10-17** This trip is split into two parts. 

Garbage in Gotham 

This course satisfies General Education Area VII: Natural Science and Technology: Applications and 

Implications 

New York City offers a fascinating glimpse of ecological mess and ingenuity: over the 20th century, 

the city transformed dumps into airports, built bridges atop garbage, and most recently, began 

turning the world’s largest landfill into the largest city park.  From the 1930s through the 1940s, 

New York created thousands of acres of new land by using the city’s wastes to fill shallow 

waterways, expand harbor islands and close gaps between barrier islands and the mainland shore.  

This course will explore the history and future of New York’s resolutions to its never-ending 

challenge of garbage.  To get a hands-on-feel for what New Yorkers threw away in the earlier 

decades of the 20th century, we will start off with archaeology and material culture study in 

Michigan and upstate New York, including a day of servicing excavating a farm midden in the 

Finger Lakes National Forest.  Then we’ll journey to New York where we will beachcomb for 

midcentury bottles at Dead Horse Bay, see the only vacuum garbage removal system in North 

America, tour an incinerator, and climb Freshkills, the world’s largest landfill. We’ll document our 

adventures with multi-media projects to share what we learn about history, ecology, public policy 

and the most basic elements of urban life itself: what do to with the waste.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dr. Brian Wilson, Comparative Religion 

June 2-13 

Religion in the Midwest 

This course satisfies General Education Area III: The United States: Cultures and Issues 

The goal of this Summer Study Tour is to introduce students to the unique religious history of the 

Midwest from the pre-colonial era to the present. Over the course of twelve days, we will visit 

eleven different sites in four states (Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois), including the Mosque of 

America, the Kirtland Mormon Temple, the Creation Museum, Serpent Mound State Park, and the 

Wilmette Baha’i Temple. 
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