
Climate Change Studies Minor

•  Address one of the most signi�cant
   challenges facing humanity and life
   on Earth.

•  Study at a climate leadership
    award-winning University.

•  Contribute to societal adaptation to
    global environmental change.

•  Interact with research faculty from more
    than 10 departments.

•  Connect the sciences to the human
    experience.

Advising and Faculty
Students in the Climate Change Studies minor
are supported by advisors from the departments
of geography and geosciences and by the program
in environmental and sustainability studies.
Contributing faculty are from diverse
departments and programs in the College of Arts
and Sciences to include biology, chemistry and
English.  

Climate Change
Studies Minor

http://wmich.edu/climate
(269) 387-3536

Office of Undergraduate Advising:
(269) 387-4366

1903 West Michigan Avenue
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5309

www.wmich.edu/arts-sciences/advising



Introductory Courses (choose 1) 

ENVS 1000 Climate Challenged Society

GEOS 1200 Climate Change: Geological Perspectives

Choose 1

ENVS 2150 Environmental Systems and Cycles

GEOS 2320 Integrated Earth System Studies

GEOG 1050 Physical Geography

GEOS 1000 Dynamic Earth

GEOS 1440  Environmental Earth Science

GEOS 1300 Physical Geology

Climate Change Science (choose 2)

BIOS 3200 Climate Change Biology

BIOS 5440 Global Change Ecology

CHEM 1900 Climate Change Chemistry

GEOG 2250 Intro to Meteorology and Climatology

GEOG 3060 Climate Change: Atmospheric Perspectives

GEOG 4240 Biogeography

GEOG 4250 Climatology

GEOG 5300 Climate Change and Geography

GEOS 5160 Geochronology and Global Change

Climate Change and Society (choose 2 )

ENVS 3300 Climate Change and the Literary Arts

ENVS 3700 Race and Climate Change

ENVS 4110 Climate Change and Society

ENVS 4120 Climate Change and Cultural Studies

GEOG 1000 World Ecological Problems and Man

GEOG 4260 Disasters and Risk Management

Climate Change Capstone (1)

A-S 4000   Climate Change Capstone

Program Description
The Climate Change Studies minor is an interdisciplinary
and integrative program of study involving expert faculty
and key courses from intersecting disciplines. It provides
students with the necessary science-based background
and a broad understanding of the human relationship to
climate change including the social and environmental
causes, challenges and opportunities for mitigation
and adaption. 

Climate Change Studies

Program Objectives
•  Understand the science of past, present and future
    climate change.

•  Identify and understand the range of individual and
    collective human actions contributing to climate change. 

•  Identify and understand the consequences of
    contemporary climate change with particular attention
    to vulnerable populations.

•  Critically examine and e�ectively communicate a range
    of response strategies for the mitigation of and
    adaptation to climate change.

•  Critically examine how humans experience climate
    change through politics, social organization and/or
    the arts.As climate change is recognized as one of the critical

challenges to the sustainability of human society and the
environment, the goal of the program is to develop
informed and engaged citizens who can use information
from multiple disciplines to draw appropriate conclusions
and constructively contribute to societal adaptation to
global environmental change.

The Climate Change Studies minor is intended for
undergraduates in any major and will prepare students for
a variety of 21st century professional �elds.

Curriculum (19 - 22 hours)


