
Friends of the University Libraries 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, December 14, 2015 
11:00 AM - Noon 

Waldo Library, Meader Room 
 
Today’s meeting time was changed from 2 p.m. to 11 a.m. to accommodate board 
members’ schedules.  
 
Attending: Chase, Eckel, Gedeon, Morgan 
 
Approval of November 2, 2015 FUL Meeting Minutes  
The minutes were approved as written. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Morgan handed out the treasurer’s report for December. Additional revenue since the November 
meeting includes $251.58 from Better World Books and $10 from a new member donation. The 
treasurer’s report was approved. 
 
Committee Reports 
No reports for this month. 
  
Future Events, Spring 2016 

● Helen Hiebert, papermaker visit in April - Chase did not have any additional details for 
this event yet. 

● Book appraisal event idea for the Annual Meeting - Some discussion took place 
regarding who we might get to be the appraiser at such an event. Gedeon and Chase 
mentioned previous rare books appraisal events, which met with mixed success (one was 
quite popular, the second event less so).  Morgan will check on a potential date for this 
event (early May, after graduation).  

● Morgan suggested the possibility of connecting with another Friends group to share 
ideas. The Ladies Library Association was suggested as a possibility. Morgan will check 
their schedule for the spring.  

Old Business 

● Update on Student Scholarship awards/process - Buckner announced that the awards 
ceremony for Spring 2015 will take place this Wednesday December 16 at 1pm in the 
Meader Room. The four scholarship winners identified in the spring will be honored at 
this event. 



● Board member recruitment - We discussed approaching recent retirees to see if they 
would be interested in joining the Friends board.  

● New membership brochures - Morgan brought along the latest versions to share with us. 
We will each take some and distribute them around the University and the Kalamazoo 
community.  

New Business 

● Thank you card for Don Desmett (Richmond Ctr. Tour) - Chase passed a card around for 
us to sign. He will send the card to Don. 

● Spring 2016 Friendly Notes - Chase still needs to get the details from Jeff Abshear about 
the Hiebert visit in April. 

● Meet the new Dean of the University Libraries event - Morgan will begin work on this. 
● Plan for annual meeting at the Archives - We plan to hold this on the first Wednesday 

after the semester ends from 4-5pm. We tossed around various ideas for this, including 
the book appraisal idea. Chase will try to identify an expert to invite and what the 
suggested fee per appraised item would be, and Morgan will investigate the logistics.  We 
might need to work out an honorarium and lodging if we end up bringing in an expert 
from outside Kalamazoo. Morgan suggested that we use this opportunity to promote the 
University Libraries guest borrower cards by handing out the application forms.  

● Proposed event for Fall 2016: “Behind the Scenes: How the University Libraries are 
changing?” Focus on how academic libraries are evolving, highlighting the Learning and 
Discovery Commons changes, where the print books are going, how we are now adding 
electronic resources, etc. We could try to address the various misconceptions and fears of 
the WMU and local community about how we are changing. Perhaps Dr. Cockrell and 
the new Library Dean Julie Garrison would be interested in participating. Morgan will 
suggest that we try to meet with Cockrell and Garrison in mid-March to discuss and plan 
this event. 

● Poetry Month - Morgan is serving on this committee and the focus of the event has 
expanded to be an “Arts in the Library” event, encompassing poetry, music, and other 
arts. The Friends could somehow be a part of this event either by co-sponsoring events or 
by supporting events. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:11 p.m. 

The next Friends Meeting will be Monday January 11, 2016 at 2 p.m. in the Meader Room. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Ed Eckel, Secretary 


